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Cnacunbo, 4To ckayanu moto KHury. Hagetocb, Bam noHpaBuTcA. Tak xe
OHa onybnukosaHa Ha JIntPec, n a 6byagy oyeHb npusHaTeneH Bam, ecnv
Bbl OCTaBuTe TYT CBOW OT3bIB: https://www.litres.ru/book/ivan-sergeevich-
vedeneev/dolgaya-doroga-na-sever-70087333/

CTtapoe aepeBAHHOE KOSeco Haexario Ha BbinMpatroLmnm N3 MOCTOBOW BYIbIKHUK.
[MoBO3Ky, Be4OMYIO TPOWKOM Nnowiagen, Kak cnegytoT TPSXHYNO, U CUasme BHYTpU
NIOAN COHNMMBO 3aBopYanu. YTPOo TOSbKO 3aHMMarnocb, MHOrMe 40 CUX Nop Apemanu.
Ha BO3HMUY nocbinanucb MNPOKNATUSA, HO OH Obln HacTosAWMM NpodeccnoHanom
cBOe€ro gena. Ycnesarn v KypuTb, U MpaBuTb, U pyraTbCs Ha naccaxupos. Ero nososka
Wwna TpeTben B KOMoHHe. Bcero mx 6bino yetbipe. o obe CTOpPOHLI OT cTaporo
LUMPOKOro TpakTa MeasieHHO NMMblfAv NAOTHO NPUCTaBrEeHHble APYr K Apyry m3obl u
Aaxe goma m3 kamHs. C momeHTa Bble3ga u3 CTonuubl NPOLUMO yXe TpU OHS, HO
noceneHnsa 4o Cux nop He 3akoH4unuck. Jlioan yctpamBanucbk nobnmxke K ropoay, u
B Crydae HanageHusi pa3bonHUKOB, Y HMUX ObIfM LWAHChI NONYYUTb OT HEro 3aLuTy.

OAnH 13 NPOCHYBLUMXCS NacCaXmMpoB JOCTas U3 KapMaHa NoCKY0 MasneHbKyH
KOpPOBOYKY W, OTKMHYB KPbILKY, BHMMATENbHO MOCMOTPEN Ha komnac. Ha Hocy y
MY>XMYKa OepXanuCb OYKM C KPYrfbiMU fIMH3aMK, a U3 KapMaHa >xuneta Top4dana
Luenoyka, no-eMauMomy, oT 4YacoB. Beirnsgen oH He 6egHO, HO nodemy-ToO Bbibpan
ANs nyTewecTBNA TOProBbl KapaBaH. PaaomM ¢ HMM, 3akyTaBLWKUCh B NnaL, 40 CaMown
MakyLLKK, Apemarn Kakon-To begonara.

He3Hakomel, He nogaBan MNPU3HAKOB >KWU3HW, OOHAKO, NpeacTaBUTESNTbHOMY
rocnogmHy aTto He nomewarno. OH No NpPOCTeuKM TONKHYM ChASWEro B Mie4vYo u
nogoxgarn, noka ms-3a BOpoTa MNokaxeTcs 6GrnegHoe ycTaBllee NMULO CO crierka
BbICTYNaLWMMKN CKYNaMn, HEMHOIO 3a0CTPEHHbIM HOCOM W MOYTM (PMONETOBLIMU
MeLlKaMn nof CepbiMW, HUYEro He BblpaXawwumu rnasamu. Ha nepeHocuue y
naccaxupa BWOHENCH 3aXuBaloLWMA FOPU3OHTamNbHbIA LWpaM, KasaBLUMACA M3-3a
CBETIIOM KOXM KpaCHbIM.

— Bort ckaxu mHe, gpyr! lNoyemMy 3TOT TpakT Ha3biBaeTca CeBepHbIM, BEAb Mbl
€deM He Ha ceBep, a CKOpee Ha CeBEepPO-BOCTOK?

Pa3byXeHbI HUYEro He OTBETUN, U NULWb CrErka noweBenuncs, ycTpamBasiCb
noygobHee 1 CHoBa HakpbiBasi cebs nnawom.

— A BCe noToMy, — MPOAOIKUN MYX4YMHA B OYKaX, KOTOPbIA COBCEM He
HyXgancsa B KOMMEHTapusiX, — YTO Korga-To AaBHbIM-AaBHO, ele A0 BonHbl, MHorve
TbICSAYM NET Ha3apg, Ha MecTe, rae cenvac pacnonaraetcsa benas nyctoiHa, CeBepHbI
TPpaKT pe3ko yXo4un Ha, NPoCTu 3a TaBTonoruto, cesep! BoT!

— 3aTKHeLWbCHA Tbl HAKOHEL, UM HET?! — PSBKHYMN Ha rOBOPJSIMBOrO MY>XXMYKa
oTKyAa-To c3agn. — Wb, 6anabon Hawencsa. boneHo ymMHbIM? JTioan cnatb XoT4aT!

— [lNpocTtuTte-npoctute. A He NnaHMposarn Bac TPeBOXUTb. [1pocTo NoHnmMaeTe,
NUCTOPUS — HACTOSbKO BESIMKas MOSI CTPaCTb, YTO MOPOW S NIIOXO CeBs1 KOHTPOSIUPYIO.
OueHb yX Xxo4eTcs NoAEeNUTLCA XOTb C KEM-TO CBOMMW YANBUTENbHBIMU OTKPbITUAMM.
BoT Hanpumep, coBceM HeaBHO, KO MHEe B pyKM rnonanacs...

— YMOnKHU!

[pyron HeAOBOMbHbIN NACCaXMP CHSM C HOMM BOTUHOK M CO BCEW CUIbl LLBbIPHYIT
€ro B NMyoxo KOHTponupyoLero cebs nobutenst UICTOpUK, Ha YTO TOT TOSNbKO M yCnen,
YTO CXKaTbCA U 3aKpbITb NULO pykamu. M3-nog nnaila psagom ¢ HAM Bbiiesna flagoHb
B MNIOTHOWM KOXaHOW nepyaTtke n HebpexxHo oTbuna cHapsg B CTOPOHY.
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— Cnacnbo, — npollentan CrnaceHHblin U, BHOBb HE AOXOABLUMCb OTBETA,
nobasun: — Kakon Hepa3roBop4mBbI MOSTIOA0N YENOBEK...

Uepes napy cekyH B MOBO3KE HACTynuna TULWIKHA, Hapylwaemas nub XpUnom
nowagen n LOKOTOM KOMbIT O KaMEHHY MOCTOBYH. Bo3Huua BCe Tak e Becero
AbiMun TPyOKOWM, a BOKPYr pa3pacTanoch 3apeBo paccBeTa.

Bnunxe k obegy MOBO3KM OCTAHOBUIMCH Ha MOYTOBOM CTaHUUM HeBOMbLIOro
NPUOOPOXKHOIO ropodka, COCTOSALEro N3 NATU AECATKOB AOMOB. [laccaxunpbl Opy>KHO
NOBCKaKMBanu ¢ MecT, YTobbl HEMHOIO pa3MsATb 3aTeklmne KOHEYHOCTN 1 cberaTb Nno
BaXKHbIM genam. [leHek obewan 6bITb NOroXmMM 1 TEMMbIM, HO HECMOTPS Ha 3TO, cocen,
ncTopuka kak 6yaro ctpagan oT xonofda, KyTancs B CBOW Mnall U gaxe HaknHyn Ha
rorioBy KantowoH. NepyaToKk OH TOXe He CHASM, U Bblrnagen KpanHe Hemnmogmumo. Hu ¢
KeM He pasroBapuBar, 1 NLb CTOAN Noo4anb, paccMaTpuBasi CBOM BbICOKME BOTUHKN
Ha WHypoBke. OpyXnsa Npu HEM He BbINIO, HO KTO 3Harl, YTO CKpbIBanNu ero AfMHHbIE
oaestHUS.

— Bbicnanca? — roBopyH B 0O4kax 3acyHyn 6onblimne nanblbl B KapMaHbl
Xuneta n Beceno ornagbiBancd no cropoHam. — KcrtaTu, MeHa 30ByT Puyapa.
NcTopuk. Mpammnkom ns Kornrnomepara Ms.

My>XM4YOK nornaaunsi OKPYrnbIn XXMBOT U MOKITOHWIICS.

— AB..pann, — My>x4mHa B nrawie 3ameLlKancs, HoO BCe e A0roBopuIl.

— 3, Kak Tebs yropasauno... Bnpoyem, He MHe CyanTb O MECTHbIX HpaBax U
nmeHax. Moe peno, kak s yxe ycnen 3ameTuTb, — wuctopus. A pa3 Tak, He
pacckaxelwb NU YTO-HUOYAb WMHTepecHoe, 4ToObl ckopoTaTb Bpems? OcTanbHble
oKasanucb rpybmsiHammn u nocnanu MeHs Kyga noganbLue.

Moxoxe, cen akT ero He cmywan. Bo Bcskom cnyyae Buga Puyapg He
nokasbiBan. bbin 604p n cBexX, Kak-0yaTo M HE TPSICCA B NOBO3KE MO TPOE CYTOK.

— HeTt, — 6e3yyacTHO oTBeTMN ABpaun 1 Hanpasuncsa obpaTHO K Ky30BY.

— [la 4TO X MHe Tak He Be3eT! — BOCKIMKHYIT TONICTAYOK, B3AMaxHyB pyKamu.
— [o6pbIn MecsL, NyTewecTBnUs, a cpean CryTHUKOB NULLb HEBEXObl U MOMYYHbI.

— Ckopo oTtnpasnsemcs. 3anesante, xgatb He bygem! — Havanu 3asbiBaTb
BO3HMUbI, pa3obpaBLumch ¢ nepekycoM. — CrneayroLas 0OCTaHOBKA TOSNTbKO BEYEPOM.
MHoro He neunTte!

Maccaxupbl MegneHHO cobpanncb y MNOBO30OK. XEeHLWMWHbl BO3MYLLANUCh,
MY>KYUHbI 3BEHENM KYMNSIEeHHbIMU U 3axBaye€HHbIMW M3 AomMa OyTbinkamu, a getu
HOCUNUCb MexXay Horamu u Bepewanu. Kaxablh akunax smewian B cebs okoso
nonytopa pecsatka nwogen. bonbWKMHCTBO M3 HMX yCNeno Mno3HaAKOMUTLCS, a
HEeKOTOpbIE YXXe N pacCopUInCh.

KonoHHa mMeaneHHo TpoHynachb ganblle U Yepes3 Kakux-HMbyab AecsaTb MUHYT
BHOBb Bblpynivna Ha CeBepHbI TpakT, OCTaBuB 06XuTble Mecta nosagu. Cneayrowas
CTaHuusa Oblna ans nyTewecTBEHHUKOB NepecagovyHon. YacTb M3 HUX, BEposTHEE
BCEero, comgeT 1 pacnonseTcs no okpyre, Apyras — nepebeperca B HOBblE MOBO3KU
N NPOLOIMKUT ABMXEHUE Brybb.

Puyapa ncnpaBHO BblAepKan ax ABa 4Yaca 1 He NPOPOHUIT 3a BCE 3TO BPEMS HU
eavHoro croea. HaBcTpeuwy kapaBaHy npoexano nopsgka OecsTka MOBO30K C
noabMu, Tener co ckpabom, 1 Kpueas, 3anpsbkeHHasa ObikaMy Tayka C KpeCTbAHCKUMM
AeTbMU. Bbinn 1 xogoku ¢ yanamum, npuyem, nNo AecaTb YenoBek K pagy. ictopuk Ha
HUX Oa)ke He MsHYI, a BOT OCTallbHble MacCaXupbl NPUHANUCH NepeLlenTbiBaTbCS.
KTO-TO TX0 1 06€eCcnokoeHo, Apyrme — COBEPLLUEHHO YK HE CTECHAACD.

— Bupann? Ctonbko nowagen B Obinbie rogbl U 3a Mecsl, He BCTPETULLb, He
TO, YTO pa3oM... A CKONbKO newmnx? [na apMapok yX He CE30H, HE Cry4Yuriocb nu
4Yero? — NPOroBopuIT cegoBackIn, HO eLe AOBOSIbHO KPENKUA MYXUYOK.



— [logun x ux pasbepu! Mox, 3axotenocb nog 6ok k Umnepatopy? [Heno
xopouwee! N cbITHO, n 6e3onacHo, — OTBETUN NaccaXup ¢ MO3OSNCTbIMU NTa40HSAMMU
necopyb6a.

— [ypaybe! — KTO-TO psSiAOM C UCTOPMKOM NPE3PUTENbHO LUMbITHYT HOCOM. —
PasroBopbI-TO yXX AaBHO KaXncb OpPOASAT, a Bbl Kak TONbKO poaunuce! bexuT Hapoa
C BOCcTOKa. bexut!

— Yon-10?

— PasHoe TonkytoT, KTo 0 4eM... Mon n 6aHanToB pa3Benoch, YTO COBCEM XUTbS
HeT. [la BOT elle 4TO... CTapuKM LLUENYYT, NOBbINE3ano B TEX KpasX COBCEM YXe
CTPaHHOE N Noao3puTesNibHoeE... Yero n cnosamm HopManbHO He onuulellb, NoKa cam
He CTOSKHELLIbCSA, a OMNOCHS MOXET U FOBOPUTL-TO YXKE HE CMOXELLb. ..

Puyapg, npuBbikwnin ckopee 6onTtaTb, a He CrnywaTtb, Hayan HeTepnenueo
ep3aTb, C TPYAOM YAEepKMBas A3blk 3a 3ybamu.

— BbaHauTbl... 3ka HeBuaanb? ICNOKOH BEKOB OT HUX MOKOSA He 6bino! Huvyero,
NPUBbLIKIN NoManeHbky. He B aToM TyT Aeno, He B 3ToMm!

— YX He XaHcTBO Nnu Bogy MyTUT? Mano um CBOMX 3eMefb, Ha 4yxue
NOCArHynn?

— A 4t0? N-TO BEpHO! Y HUX BCe CTenu fa nyCTbiHW, BOT U peLunsiv no Hawu
rfieca n YepHO3eMbl NOBaAUTLCS.

— [lo nopbl 40 BpeMEHN, noka MmnepaTtop MM LLEN HE HAMbINNT N 06paTHO He
NPOroHnT!

My>XXUKM OpPYXHO pacCMesanucb, U Ha 3TOM pasroBop Mor Obl CNOKOWHO
3aKOHUYUTBLCS, HO TYT BMewlancd mon4dasBwui o atoro Puuapg. OH paccterHyn
HECKOSbKO BEPXHUX MYrOBOK HA CBOEW XUeTKe, NONpaBuil O4KN U, BOOXHYB MOSTHOW
rpyAbto, OTKALLMANCS.

— Y Hac B KoHrnomepate WMB, Kak OOMKHO ObiTb, BaM BCEM M3BECTHO, €CTb
Mapwuinckum Opakyn, criaBa KOTOPOro BbIXOAUT Aaneko 3a npenernbl NPeKPacHoro. ..

— Tbl cmoTpu, onaTb 3asencsa! Konb ecTb 4YTO No Aeny ckasaTb — JaBal, a He
3TN TBOW, WUHTEPMEOMWU... — K MYXKCKOMY CMexy nobasuncsa u Gonee 3BOHKWM
YKEHCKUN.

TyT-TO 661 PU4apay pacctponTbCsa 1 gaxke OoCcKopbuTtbcs, HO HE M3 NogoBHOro
TecTa bbIn caoenaH «3HaMeHUTbINY NCTOPUK 13 VB.

— [ocypapcTtBa, — OH gaxke 3akaTun rnasa, COBCEM HE rMsAasa Ha cnylwaTenen.

— [aBanTte ero nokonotum! — npegnoXxusi OOBOMBbHO KPYMHbLIM AeTuHa C
oboapaHHbIMK Kynakamun. — Hy kak 3amonyut?

— [ocnopga! MeHsi o4eHb CUbHO 3a4€enu Balluy cnoBa O COBbITUAX HA BOCTOKE.
Monmente xe Tepnenus! Cenyac 9 BamM KOe-dTO pacckaxy, nmbo Bce 31O 6bino
npenckasaHo Opakynom Jobpyto COTHIO NeT Ha3ag, Koraa Ball NOKOPHbIV criyra ewle
Aaxke He poauncs.

— BoT e x Torga 6b1510 300pOBO, — BCTaBWUIT KAKOW-TO OCTPOYMHbIV FOHOLLIA.

— lycTb pacckaxeT, — ABpaurn, nepectaBLUMii MPUTBOPATLCHA CAALLUM, CUAEN
cnvHoM K OopTy NOBO3KM WM BO BCe [fasa paccmaTpuBan ABUraloWuUncs B
NPOTUBOMOJSIOXXHOM HarnpaeneHUn nec.

— O, mon gpyr! — BocknukHyn Puyapg. — [ns 1ebs, Bce, 4To yrogHo!

Korga oHn ctanu gpy3bsamin, 661110 3aragkon.

— Opakyn npefckasan, 4to Benukne bencrtena npuagyt ¢ Boctoka u nopassar
BCE MU3BECTHbIE YENIOBEYECTBY 3EMITM 40 CaMOro BOAHOMo Nnokposa. M nageTt Ha Hawwm
rofioBbl OFHEHHbIN O0XAOb, U MOrMOHET MUP, KakKMM Mbl €ro 3Haem, U BO3POAUTLCS
4YenoBeyecTBO B MNepBOObLITHOM 0ONMKe, M XOyT ero gonrve rogbl 3abBeHus u



NOCTENEHHOro pas3BuTUS! — roBOPALMIA NOAHAN NAAOHN K HEGY M ANA OOCTUXKEHUS
Haunydywero agpdekra nepecrtan gblwaThb.

CnywatoLme ero naccaxupbl 3amMOSIKIN, NOYEChbIBas 3aTbIfIKK, LUMKASA Ha AeTen
N O YEM-TO YCUITEHHO 3a4yMaBLUUCD.

— Cymacwegwmmn, — HakoHel, NPOKOMMeHTUpoBan Bep3una. — MoxeT, Bce-
Takn NOKONoTUM?

bnaroctHoe BblpaxeHne nuua 6biIcTpo cowno ¢ Puyapga o OH HEMHOro
ckoHdpy3unca. Noxoxe, cTankmBaTbCs C NOAOOHOM peakuunen Ha crosa 0 Benukux
bencrteusix emy elle He JOBOAUIIOCh.

— Hwuxan ero, Bpoge He ByWHbIN, — OTMaxHyncs APYron Myx4dmHa, obHuMas
XeHy. — Hawm, Tak n BoBce, cxoguTtb y baluHu.

— [nkapn, — NCTOPUK BEPHYIICA Ha cBoe MecTo. — Hy Hu4yero, BoT Jobepych
Ao rpaHuubl ¢ benon nycteiHen — camMonu4HO BO BceM U pasbepycb! YBepeH,
npopoyectBo Opakyna Hayano cobiBaTbCA. ..

OTN ero CrnoBa YyXe HUKTO He Cribilwar, BEPHYBLUUCb K CBOMM Aerfam, CHY U
CO3epuaHuio NponsbIBaoLWnX MUMO Nensaxen. BosHuLa NpUCBMCTHYN Ha nowlageun,
N SKMnax noexan HemHoro >uBee. K Beuvepy, kak n 6bio obelwaHo, Baanu, 3a
HeboMbLIMM NecoM, Havyarna BbIpUCOBbIBATLCS yCTpeMmBLUasica K Heby bawHsa. 3T1o
Oblna camas nepBasi cTopoxeBas TBepabliHA Vmnepuwn, n MHorme cnpaBensiMBo
cuuTanu, 4YTo Mexay Hem u Cronuuen nponerarT camble 6e3onacHble 3emnuv
Mopacun. N 4em cunbHee oTOANATbCA OT Hee K ropHomy xpebTty nepen benown
nycTblHEN — TeM Borblle y YenoBeka LWAaHCOB CTOSIKHYTbCHA C AUKOW U HEOBXUTON
NpPUPoOLOM M rpynnamMm oCMeneBLInXx pasdomnHNKOB.

KapaBaH ocTaHOBUIICA Ha OKpauHe npunerawwero Kk bawHe ropoga. OH 6bin
KpynHee n Bbllle BCeX npeabiaywmnx u mmen npu cebe He Kakyt-TO MOYTOBYH
CTaHUMI0, @ CaMblil HACTOSILLMI BOK3arl.

YacTb nyTewecTBEHHMKOB TYT e cobpana cBou Bewudkn M bGbina Takosa.
Octanuch nuuwb Te, Yen nNyTb nexan ganbwe. Cpean HUX HaxXo4WuSICA UCTOPUK U
ABpaun, 1 Tak Xe rpynna OAUHOKUX MY>XYMH. CemenHble B GOMbLUMHCTBE CBOEM
COLUSIN, HO cpeau OXmaarLwmnx npmbbiTUS M3BO3YMKOB TOMNTANMCb HECKONbKO nap €
aetbmun. [MoBo3kn noganu nodtn cpady. OHM OKasanucb 4YyTb MEHbLUE, U UX
KONMMYECTBO COKpaTUoch 0 Tpex. Bewwm paspewnnv norpysmntb yxe cenyac, a BoT
OTNpaBIiEHME Ha3Havanu Ha paHHee yTpo, OTYEro naccaxupam npegnaranocb nNMdo
NOTU cnaTb B OTAESNIbHOE MOMELLEeHNe Ha NMOTHO CTosWKWe ApYr K Apyry KOvku, nnbo
OpoanTb NO ropoay, B KOTOPOM BeNachb AOBOSIbHO-TAKM CHOCHAsA HOYHAs! XXN3Hb.

HeyHbiBatowmnn Pudapg, ckpab KOTOpOro noMeLlancst B KPOXOTHYHO HanfeYHyro
CYMKY, NO NPUBbIYKE 3aCyHYJ1 B KApMaHbl PyKU U HanpaBuics K bnumxaniien BolBecke
NUTENHOrO 3aBeeHunst UCKaTb NPUKNIYeHu. Noka wen BHUMMaTenbHO OCMOTpPEn Bce
0COBEHHOCTN MECTHOW apXMTEKTYpbl, MOLWYTWUM, KaKk yMen, Cc ToprylowumMmmn cobon
AamMamu 1 cMeno NPOTUCHYIICHA CKBO3b CKpunsLwme asepu kabaka.

B 3ane okasanocb CUMbHO HakypeHo. Tpybku ObinM npakTUyecku y BceX, a
BOOOABOK, KAMWH NOPSLAKOM Nog3abuncs, n BoIXon TAHYNO BHYTPpb. OTKPbITbIe OKHa
He cnacanu, HO HMKOro 3TO, KaxeTcsd, He Becnokouno. 3aecb nunu. Y nunu BOpbIar,
Ha MOMHYK KaTywkKy. [MO3TOMy O TakMx Mernoyvax Kak CBEeXW BO3AyX MOMPOCTYy He
3abotunuce.

[MONHEeHbLKM UCTOPUK MpoLlen Mexay CTofMKkaMu, 3apaHee U3BUHASICL nepen
CUOAWNMM 32 HUMKM NIoAbMU, 1 B306parncsa Ha BbICOKUA CTyN y GapHON CTOMKE.

— KeapTy nuBa, noxanyuncra!

— Moxanyncrta, — bIPKHYIST XO35MH, HO HAaNUTOK BCe-Taku nogarn.



KpyXka ¢ rpoxoToM onycTurnacb Ha CTonewHuyy, pa3dpbi3rmBas No CTOpoOHaM
neHy, 1 ncnadvkas YygHbIv xxmuneT Puuapaa. OH TyT BO3MYTUTbLCSA, HO 6e33yb6as ynbibka
cocefa BbICTPO BEPHYIa ero K peanbHOCTM U Aaxe 3acTtaBuna oTBepHyTbcsa. OaHako,
ObINO y>Xe No34HO.

— W xTO0 37O y HaAc TyT TakoW BELUNMBbLIA U HEAOBOSbHbIN? — npoLuapKarn
MY>KYMHa B 3aMbl3raHHOM pybaxe ¢ pybLOM OKOJSo f1EBOro yxa.

OH craen oT ncTopuka cnpasa U MOHOTOHHO ThIKan Mexay nanbLamMy HOXOM.

— Puyapg, nctopuk. OYeHb... NPUATHO.

— WwrTtopwuk... WTO? — KNMHOK 3amep B BO3AyXe, OXMAasi Noka ero Xo3sivH
3aKOHYMT CBOK MbICIIUTENbHYI AeATENbHOCTb. — Hy, paluwkaxnsan!

—A...

— NwToputo! Tel we nwtopuk! Wam wkaxkan!

Puyapa cHan ovkm n notep nepeHocuuy. Bce 3aroTtoBneHHble rogamu crioBa
Ky4a-To nogesanucb, U CMaawmum psaomM YenoBek Havan Tepatb TepneHne. Cutyauuio
crnacno BHe3anHoe MnosBfEHWE KaKoro-TO pacTpenaHHOro W  3anbiXaBLUEerocs
MY>XYMHbI, KOTOPLIN BBAnNWmcsa B TaBepHy, OTKNAbIBasi CBOMM TESIOM CTBOPKMW.

— bBawHsa! bawHa roput! — KpPUKHyN HEW3BECTHLIN M Bbibexan obpaTHO Ha
ynuuy.

B kabake Havanocb ABwxeHue. Ha cosHaTenbHbIX rpaxgaH noceTuTenu
TaBepHbl HWKAK He MOXOOurn, HO BCE Xe OPYXHO MOBCKaKMBanium cO CBOMX MECT U
HanpaBwUIMCb K BbIxoAay. Jltoackasa BonHa nogxsartuna HecyactHoro Pyuyapaa c cobon.
Uepe3s MUHYTY pasHOLepCcTHad KOMMaHus oKasanacb OKOMo OcHoBaHus [lepsou
cTopoXxeBon baluHK. A3bIK1 NaMeHun BbipblIBannch U3 ee KPOXOTHbBIX OKOLLEK, CITOBHO
rasoBble ropesiku, Ho BOpoTa OCTaBasnIUCh 3aKPbIThI.

[MpoTpesBeBLUNE Pa30M MYX4YMHbI BPOCUNNCE K CTBOPAM, HO CyAs N0 BCEMY, OHU
Obln 3anepTbl Ha BHYTPEHHME 3acoBbl. Yepe3 MrHOBEeHMsI OTKyAa-TO BO3HMKIIM
TONOpbI, U TONMNa yBenuuunacb BABoe. Bce oHW, noa yauBREHHbIMU B3rnggamu
Puyapga, npvHANMCb KpPOWWUTb AOCKW, NEPUOAMYECKM MEHSIACh, Korga uaywmi ms
LLlenen ap CTaHOBUIICS COBCEM HEBMOIOTY.

— HeyxTo nogxor? — npomMonBui UCTOPUK, OTCTyNasi Ha3ag U HaTbikasCb Ha
KOro-TO CM1HOWN.

— [loxoxe, — ABpavn npugepxan ero pykamu, nocne 4Yero passepHysncs u
CKpbINICS MexXay CTOSLWMX NooAarnb 3eBak.

— Mor 6bl 1 nNomoYb... — npomamnun Puyapa, ornagbiBascb B nouckax
3Hakomoro. — Tak, a Kyaa OH, cnpaluvsaeTcs, nogesarncs. ..

B 3TOT MOMEHT ropoxaHe opraHusoBanu nogadvy BOAbl, U €eMy-Taku HalUfoCh
3aHATME: nepefaBaTb NO LiENOYKe Beapa. YXXe yepes3 MUHYTY e4UHCTBEHHOE, O YeM
OH Npogomkan gymaTb — Kak Obl HE NPONUTL NULLHEN Kanan n COXpPaHATb NpU 3TOM
JOCTaTOYHbIV TEMNN.

HakoHeL, BHYTpU YTO-TO rPOMBIXHYSIO, N BOpOTa Pe3KO pacnaxHysimcb, CIIOBHO
OT ygapa TapaHa. MyXuyuHbl C TOmopamu pasfneTenucb B CTOPOHbI, @ B Npoeme
nokasancs BsNO [ABUralwwmMncsa HeusBeCTHbIM B pgocnexax. OH caenan Bcero
HEeCKONbKO LiaroB, 6e3 cun cBanuricsa Ha MOCTOBYIO, U 3a ero CnnHOM B3MeTHyNach
CTeHa NramMeHw.

Kpome cTpakHuka HUKoro He 6bino. OctanbHble Nnbo cropenn 3axuso nNnbo
3a40XHYNUCb OT AbiMa. W XOTS1 CTEHbI 3TOr0 BENUYECTBEHHOIO COOPYXEHUSI COBCEM
He nocTpaganu, ee oepeBaHHOE HYTPO NPOENo 40 OCHOBAHUSA. YTPOM, KOraa MecTHble
ewe npogorkanu  3anuBaTb nenenuule BOAOW, BO3HWUA CcoO3Ban  BCeX
nyTeLwecTBEHHMKOB K NoBo3kaM. OcTaTtbCsl, YTOObI y3HaTb NOAPOBHOCTH YTO Xe Bce-
Taku cny4mnock, Pnyapay He yganoch.



Koroa pepeBsHHble Kkomeca cTyvanu no OynbbkHMKaM, a nowagn MepHO
noxpanbiBanu, MopLacb OT NepPBbIX Iy4en COMHLa, NCTOPUK BECCUIBHO OMyCTUICS
Ha OOCKM M 3acHyn rnyboknm CHOM Ha pagocTb BCEM OCTanbHbiM. EMy cHMnuUcb
KoLMapbl, NpoJosikaBlumMecs NOTOM W HadABy, BeAb Aaxe nocre nonygHs, Korga
KONMOHHa oTganunacb oT bawHu Ha MHOrMe KMNoMeTpbl B HOCY elle cBepburno ot
yOyLIMBOro 3anaxa rapu, KOTopblv, Ka3anocbk, NponuTan BCKO ofexay, CyTHUKOB U
Jaxke HacTun Tenern.

Monyanusbii ABpans Kak 06bI4HO 3apbifnics ¢ rofioBon B nnaiy. OT Hero Tak xae
Hecno nennom, Ho Puyapga Obin CUNbHO pasoyapoBaH WU Herogosar, Novemy 3ToT,
Kak eMy Kasanocb, 65aropodHbIi YernoBeK He COW3BOSIUA MOMOYb FOPOLCKAM C
BopoTamn bawHu. N Kyga oH, coGCTBEHHO, nNoaeBarncs, koraa Bce, Aaxe camble
nponuTble 3aBcergatae kabakoB Tackanu no Lenodke segpa?

Hwn yTpo, HM cneayowmin Be4ep He NPUHECN OTBETOB, 3aT0, YTODObI XOTb Kak-TO
CKOpOTaTb MOHOTOHHYH AOPOry, eMy yAanocb HEMHOro nNoodLaTtbCsa ¢ OcTarbHbIMU
naccaxupamm, akTUBHO 06CyxaatoLmnMm BYEepaLlHue cobbITus.

— ['oBOptO BaM, 370 6bIN NogKor! — rHyn cBoe AeTUHAa C OrPOMHbBIMU Kyfakamu.
— MecCTHblEe NOCCOPUINCL CO CTPaXHWKAMWU M HE HaLUNMN HUYEro nydwie, 4em
NOOKWHYTb MM KpacHOro netyxa...

— Tak Beab BHyTpu baliHu Bce AepeBAHHOE, a 3NEKTPMYECTBA, HACKOMbKO S
3Haw, HeT? — BoO3paxan [LPYron, MeHee KPYyrnHbI rocnogvH B TPaauLMOHHOM
AOKTOPCKOM Hakmake. — 3axrim Kak 0bbl4HO CBEYM, Aa O4HY U YPOHUIN. ..

— BepHo, kakoe Tam anekTpu4yecTBo, Yan He B Ctonuue... BoT 6bl gonpocutb
BbIXKMBLLIETO, KOSb OH €LLIE HE OTKUHYIICS.

— Bbirnsigen notpenaHHbIM, HO BPOAE LieNbiM, — BCTaBWi CBOe CrioBo Puyapa.

— Ewe 6bl, B OOAMHOYKY pacKpbiTb TSXENEHHbIE BOPOTa BO BPEMs noxapa U
3agblxasicb OT AbiMal — 300pOBsK, KOTOPbIM ObIN pa3a B nontopa KpynHee, ropao
BbICTaBWI BNepea rpyab, kak Oyato Bce 3TM NOABUMM NPUHAANEXann MMEHHO emy.
— Ho ecnu s npas, nogxuratenu nonpobyoT 3amecTn creael. ..

— [obuTb BbPKMBLUETO NOA4 MOKPOBOM HOYM? — UCTOPUK noexuncsa. — [a KTo
Ha 3TO cnocobeH?

— [apna, oTkyaa Tbl, roBOpULLb, poaoM? YTo, y Bac Tak He NPUHATO?

— Hukorga He nHTepecoBarncs. ..

— 3HauuT, npocto noBe3no. XXnsHb He cnpawmBaeT, a NPocTo 6beT AyOUHON
no rosioee. bes npegynpexgeHus 1 BONPOCOB, Hao OHO Tebe unu Her.

— [lBopoBasi dunocodusi, — ycmexHynca Bpady. — OpaHako, nyywe n He
CKaxkellb. AW, CKONbKO Tam A0 npmBana? Bcio 3agHuuy yxe otcmugen.
— Yaca agBa, He MeHblue! — oTBeTUn BO3HULA, BrNsSAbIBasACb B MOJSIOXEHMe

COMHUA M Xysa CONOMUHKY. — TepnuTe, 6paTubl. 3gecsa TopMo3uTb Henb3s. MecTa
TUXue, pasdonHnybn. BOoT NnpockovnmM, Toraa n noxanymncra.

Maccaxupbl pY>KHO BbICYHYNUCL 3a 6opT. Menkuin Necok BAONb TpakTa, Kakme-
TO OOWHOKME pa3BarnuHbl Ha XOfNMe Aa 3apocCLume COPHAKOM Noris — BOT U BCe, 3a YTO
uennsanucb MxX rnasa. Ha onacHOCTb HUYEro He ykasbliBano, OAHAKO, B CrioBax
ObIBanoro n3Bo34ymka HUKTO He COMHeBarcs. Tem bornee, YTO TOT BHE3AMNHO pacTepss
Obinyto 6€33a60THOCTb M BHUMATENBbHO BCMaTpmUBarcs Bnepea.

lMoBo3ka, Ha KoTopon exan Puyapa wna B CaMOM XBOCTE KOJSIOHHbI, MeTpax B
NSaTM OT NpeablayLLen, u ¢ ero mecta MoOXHo 6bino HabnaaTe 3a BCeEM, YTO TBOPUTCS
B ee kysoBe. OpfHako, TpakT M [JanbHEWWurW MNyTb OCTaBalUCb 3aKpbITbl, W
OPUEHTUPOBATLCH NPUXOANNOCH Ha APYruX.

B Kakon-TO MOMEHT, Korga BCe YBIEKNUCb OCMOTPOM newnsaxewn, M3 nnawa
BblOpanca Aspaun. Ero nuuo 6bino Takum xe yCTaBLIMM, Kak YTPOM M Bcerga ao



3TOro, HO rnasa BbIrMaAgenu xwueee 06bl4HOro. Kasanocb, OH 3amMeTun 4To-TO,
HeBMAMMOeE A9 OCTanbHbIX U Creaun 3a 3TUM He OTPbIBasCh.

— lMNpubnuxaeTtcs...

— [obpoe yTpo, — cbassun Puyapg. — Kak cnanocb?

— Hukak. [oTOoBbTECD.

ABpansi HakKMHYN Ha nNfeYn nnaw, a 3aTeM npoAenian Kakoe-TO CTpaHHoe
ABWXXeEHMEe, MOX0oXee Ha Te, YTO NPUCYLLUN CTPaXXHMKaM, KnagyLwmm flagoHu Ha PpyKOATH
CBOMX KINMMHKOB. BOT TOMbKO, B OTAMYME OT HUX, Y HETO OPYXNSA He BbISO.

BO3HMKWYO Ha CeKyHOy TULLWMHY HapyLlwuno NPOTSKHOE fOoLafuMHOe pXaHue
roe-To Ba Havane KOMOHHbI. Yepe3 MrHOBEHME K HEMY NPUCOEOMHUICA Ty, a 3aTeM
N HaZpbIBHbIA YenoBeyecknin BCKpuk. MNepebiM cpearmpoBan Bo3Huua. OH NpuHSIcs
TOPMO3UTb MOBO3KY W 3aBOpavMBaTb BHE3aAMHO BCTPEBOXUBLUMXCS KOHEW. B TO xe
BpeMsa Haa AepeBAHHbIM 6GOPTOM BO3BbLICUMIICA MACCUMBHbBIA CUIY3T FPOMUNIbI,
CKUMaloLLero B pykax gyobuHy. 'ae oH ee npsitan — HUKTO HE MOHSAS, HO 3TOro U He
TpeboBanocb. My)X4ymMHa CMernio COCKOYMI Ha 3eMII0 U KMHYICH Briepen, K UCTOYHUKY
3BYKOB Xaoca.

Puyapa niobo3HaTenbHO BbITAHYI rOMOBY U TYT Xe BTAHYN ee obpaTHo. Pagom
C H/M BOTKHyacb 1 3agpoxana ctpena ¢ MaTbiM cepbiM onepeHnemM. OH NpurHyncs,
HO cBepXxy YyXe 3aBucnu HoBble. OgHa yroauna n3Bo34nKy B nreyo, a BTopas ynana
Ha CONMOMEHHYHO MOACTUIKY MOBO3KM B BUAE MOMOBUHOK. ABpaun Haxmypurcs,
pasxumas Kynak. Bctan Bo BeCb pocT M NpbirHyn. Yepes napy CekyHA U OH CKpbIfcs
3a cnegylowen Teneron.

Puwyapg ero Gonbwe He Buaen. PaHEHHbI, HO BCE elle XMBOW BO3HULA
yMyOpUcsa-Takm pasBepHyTb KOHEN W NOrHaTb MX 06paTHO K ropogy. OTUM OH cnac u
cebs, 1 BCe OCTanbHbIX NacCcaXxupoB. YTO Cryymnocb C nepBbiMUM Teneramm —
OCTanocb HEACHbIM, HO BbleXaBLUME HA MECTO B0 CTPaKHUKN HaLLM NULWb TPy,
pa3bpocaHHble MNoBClOAY CTpenbl U 3acoxwue nATHa KpoBu. Hu 300poBsika, HU
ABpawuna cpegm youTbix He 6bIno.

lMyTewectBne wuctopuka wu3 KoHrnomepata KB HemHOro 3agepkanochb,
NOCKOJSIbKY HUKTO M3 MECTHbIX U3BO34YMKOB €eLle AOMIo He peluancs exaTb B CTOPOHY
BTOpon bawHu. Jlnwb cnycta Hegento nNpebbiBaHUA B ropoae Hallencsa-Taku OauvH
CMernb4Yak, a MOXeT MPOCTO Aypayok, CoAapaBLUMKA C MaccaxupoB BOBoe OonbLue
YCIOBSIEHHON CyMMbl. C HUM-TO M OBUHYNUCb, U Aaxe ycnewHo gobpanucb A0
YCTaHOBIEHHOr0 MecTa B LEefnocTM U COXpaHHOCTU. KTO-TO BUHWUM yaady, a KTO-TO
croBop ¢ baHaMTaMmm, KOMy 1 NOLLNW AOMNOMNHUTENbHbIE AEeHbIM OT U3BO34MKa.

Bo Bcakom crniyvae, ynaB Ha KpoBaTb Hegenu yepes ase, Puyapg ayman Bcero
o Tpex Bewax. O nponasLUMX CNYyTHUKAX, YyAEeCHOM cnaceHusi u3 3acagbl n 06 youtom
cTpaxHuke lNepson balHW, KOTOPOro HalM C HOXOM B ropsfie CnycTta Bcero napy
4YacoB MOCIe UX 3ronosly4yHoro Bole3aa.



MwupoH — monogou cTpax BTtopon bawHu cugen Ha camon ee BepLUMHE W,
CBECMB HOrWM, BrNsabiBancad B Cepyl nNpeapaccBeTHYW  ObIMKY, KoTopas
obGBonakmBana nons BOKPYr ropoda. Hu cnpaea, HM cneBa, HU crnepean OT Hero
HW4Yero He weBenunock. Jllogn cnanu, npupoda npockinanack, a CeBepHbIA TPakT,
NPOLLMBAOLLNA NX TOPOAOK HACKBO3b, Obin NycCT.

tOHowa noexwuncsa. 34ecb, Ha BbICOTE, OKas3arnocb [OBOSIbHO NPOXMadHo, a
KYPTKy OH OCTaBuil B KOMHaTe, NoACYHYB nof odesno, 4tobbl oHa usobpaxana ero
cnswee Teno. [lo nobyaku 6bino nonTopa 4vaca, HO OH Nbun HEMHOro NOrynAaThb,
BCTPETUTb PacCBET U, Kak U BCE MarbYULIKN ero Bo3pacTta, HEMHOro nomMeytarthb.
Kpbiwy BawHu oH obnoboBan HepaBHo. Bce npegbioyline Bbinasku coBepLUaniuncb
Yyepes TanHbIX X0 B PyHOAMEHTE, 1 Benu ero no nycTbiM yriouKkam ropoga MUMO yxxe
3aKpbITbiX kabakoB, 6opaena u knagbuwa Ha camon okpauHe. NMpssMUMKOM CKBO3b
penKknin Necok, BAMBAKOLWMWNCA B TyCTY0 HenponasHyto vawly. Tam, Ha KpPOXOTHOW
nonsHe 6enenu nosaneHHble N NOTPECKaBLUMECHA KOMOHHbI, BNEPEMELLKY C pPXXaBoWn
Mbifbl0 U COYHO-YepHoW no4yBon. OO6bIMHO OH YyCaXuBaricCs Ha OOWUH Takow
NCKYCCTBEHHbIN KaMeHb W 3anpocTo BbiNadan u3 peanbHOCTU Ha Jobpble nonyaca,
O[HAKO, efBa He MornaBLUCb, peLnn CMEeHUTb MeCTO AJS1I1 CaMOBOJSIKM Ha YTO-TO
bonee 6nuskoe.

OTMM 4YeMm-TO M cTana ana Hero bawHa ¢ ee CMOTpoBOM NIOLLALKON,
OKPY>XEHHOWN KOPOHOW M3 KaMeHHbIX 3ybLoB. Ctoia MOXHO 6bIno 3abpaTbCcsa No BETXOM
neceHke, nNpongs Tpu HeuUcnosib3dyembiX Tenepb aTaxa. CecTb Ha cambl Kpan u
rnageTb. Bnepen, Hasag unu B CTOpoHbl. CTOPOXXEBOW MOCT BO3BENW HA paBHUHE, U
CBepXy OTKpbIBaricA NpeKkpacHbIN BUA.

HakoHeu, koraa MupoH cobparncs yxe cnyckaTbCs 1 BCTan C KapHU3a, Baaneke,
Ha TpakTe nosiBunacb KpoxoTHas Toyka. OHa MeaneHHo yBenuymBanach B pasmepax:
HEen3BeCTHbIN ABUrancs newkom co CTopoHbl Nepeon bawwHu. CTpaxHMK coLLypuncs,
N gaxe neperHyncs vepes kBagpaTHbin 3ybeu. [oHATHee He cTtano. o Touku
ocTaBasnochb elle nopsaka kunometpa. Yero Henb3s 6bIIO ckasaTb 06 yTpeHHewn
nobyake, KoTopas 4OrmkHa Bblna CriyuynTbCs y>Ke CKOpO.

KomaHaup rpoMKo XMOMHyn [BEpb KasapMEeHHOW KOMHaTbl M yganusicsa no
cBouM genam. M1UpoH BbIZOXHYI, MOCKOSMbKY Tak U He yCcnen CHATb C cebs WTaHbl 1
o0yBb, cnpsaTaBwucb nog ogednoM. OcTanbHble K ero BbIXOAKaM MNPUBBLIKIN U He
cAaBanu, a ycartas u noicaa 6ypsa 6naronony4Ho npowsna Mmumo. Yepes yac roHoLwy
OTNPaBUNM AEXypuTb Ha pPblHOYHYK nnowadb. OTnuyHaa Tovka. MOXHO ObIno
nocnyLwaTb CBEXWE CNIETHU, U OeHb TAHYNCSA He Tak HygHO, Kak 06bl4HO. K ToMy Xe,
HeKoTopble 0c0b60 cepaoborbHbIE XUTENN, NOBAAUINCH €ro NoAKapMNnBaTb.

BoT 1 Tenepb, MepHO nepexeBbiBas CBEXYIO OYNOYKy C MakoM, FOHbIN CTPaXXHUK
cnegwvn 3a pasroBopoM KOXXEBHMKA 1 Nekap4.

— [la yx, cTpaHHbIv Tvn... [1poLwen no TpakTy B 0UHOYKY, 6€3 conpoBOXOEHUS.

— Hy? N yTto?

— [a Hnyero takoro. Cnpocun «l'ge y Bac TyT MOXHO OTOOXHYTb?»... U BCe.
Cocepnka ckaszana, 4TO BCTpeTuna ero paHo YTpoMm, Ha pacceeTe. Bugatb, He
ocTaHaBnuearnca gaxe Ho4bl. Kakoe 6e3paccyacTso!

MWpPOH BbITAHYNCSA OT NtobonbITCTBa. be3a COMHeHUN, 3To 1 Bbina Ta camasi Touka
Ha gopore.

— A YTO CTPAKHUKN? — HE YHMMASICA YeSTIOBEK B KoSnake 1 ncnavykaHHOM MyKOW

dapTyke.



— [encTBMTENBHO, YTO? — KOXEBHUK OBEpPHYNCH K 3aCTbiBLLEMY Henoganeky
MupoHy.

— 3993... A He 3Hato. lNMpukasoB He noctynano. [lymaete — pas3bonHuk? Ctout
npoBepuTb?

— Bugen 66l Tbl ero poxy. Ymucto 6angutckasn! Ceexuin Wwpam oT rnasa go rnasa.
A cam-To, a, BeCb B YepPHOM, B Nnawie u nnaTok 4o camoro Hoca. Kak-6yaro He neto!

— Kyga nowen? — toHowa HeyBepPEHHO KOCHYICSA CBoen AyOMHKM Ha nosice.

— [MpamMunkoM K KnagduLly, — Nekapb MaxHyI B HY>XHYH CTOpPOHY. — KaxeTcs,
370... MMHYT ABaguaTth Ha3ag, na?

— BepHo, — noaTBepAns KOXXEBHUK.

MupoHa Tak 1 NoAMbIBano copBaTbCs C MecTa M NocrneaoBaTh 3@ HEN3BECTHLIM,
HO BOT Oepa, ecnnm 06 3TOM y3HaeT KOMaHOUP — €My TOYHO He MO340POBUTLCS.
KOHowa BopoBaTO OrMMSAHYNCA MO CTOPOHAM, HO KOMfer Hurae He Obino. dmounn
nobeamnu 3gpasbIii CMbICH, U OH Nobexan K knagbuwy. No Ton camon 3HaKOMOW
Aopore, KOTOPOW He pa3s U He ABa XaxmBan B CaMOBOJSIKY paHHUM yTpoM. Ha nyTu emy
BCTPETUNOCb HECKOSIbKO YernoBeK, W BCe OHM MOATBEPXAanu crioBa nekaps Wu
KoXkeBHuKa. HesHakomel, 6bin 34ech, NpuyemM HegaBHO.

[lo rpaHuLbl ropoa 1 norocta ocTaBanioCb HEMHOMO, HO UMEHHO cenvac Mupory
NpUCNNYMNO COMHEBATbCS B NPaBUibHOCTM CBOEero Bblbopa. HakoHel, y3kas Tpona
BblBENla €ro Ha HebOonblUylo, OKPYXEHHYI [OepeBbsMM Nnowagky, C MNMIoTHO
BOTKHYTbIMW OpYr K Apyry Aowiedykamun. Ha kaxaom M3 HUX MMEeNoCb MO HECKOSbKO
Hagnucen n gata cmepTu. Ten nog HAMKU, KOHEYHO e He ObIno, Bedb Kak U BO BCEX
ocTanbHbIX MoceneHnax Mopacun, OHM CXUranucb Ha CrneaylLluin AeHb nocne
KOHYMHbI, OOHAKO, XXWUTenu ropoga npu Bropon balwHe pewwunnu, 4To Henmnoxo Obl
3aBEeCTM MECTO, Kyaa MOXHO npuntnm M noobwatbca ¢ yconwumu. [llyckanm wu
dopmanbHo.

CrtpaxHuk ornsagencs. >KnBbix Ha knagbuiie He 6b1510, a ganblue, 3a NoCneaHnM
pPSOOM AOLLEeYEK HaYMHArCS yXKe NoANEeCOoK N KpOXOTHast TPONUHKA, Beayllasi B TEHb.
MocTosB ewe ¢ NONIMUHYThI, OH ABUHYICS NPSMUKOM K HEW. B 9TOT-TO MOMEHT B €ro
ronose 0603HaA4YMNOCh NpeaenbHO YETKOE OCO3HAHNE TOro, YTO HEN3BECTHLIN NpoLUen
WMEHHO 34eCb, U Lernbto ero boina Ta camas nonsHa ¢ KaMeHHbIMW KONIOHHaMW.

YyTbe He noaBeno. YenoBek B YepHOM CNOBHO Yero-To xagan. OH B3obpancs Ha
OOHY U3 NnWUT W Cen Ha Hee, YyOQHO CKPeCcTMB HOorn. BmelwlaTenbCTBO CTpaxHuKa
OocTaBasfiocb UM NMPOUrHOPUPOBAHO.

— On! Tbl KTO Takom 1 4TO Tbl TYT Aenaewwb? — MupoH ¢ Tpygom nodeann opoxb
B rofioce 1 NonoXus nagoHb Ha PyKOATb OYyOUHKN.

— XKay, — TUXo NpousHeC Hen3BEeCTHbIN WU HakoHeL-TO obepHyncs, 4ToObl
NMOCMOTPETb Ha CTpaXkHunka. — XM... Manbumuika...

tOHOWwa nokpacHen OT BO3MyLLEHUs, caenan HeCKONbKO COBCEM He POBKMX
LuaroB, JocTan opyxue.

— [NoBTOpsto ewe pa3! KTo Tbl Takor 1 4TO Tbl TYT Aenaewb? B aTom ropoge
— 4 npefcrasuTens Bnactn! He CToUT MeHs IrHopMpoBaTb! — MO ero NUuUy MOXHO
ObIN10 foragaTtbCs, YTO Cam OH B 3TO HE BEPUT.

— [MoBTOpSItO ewe pas — xay, — 6e33MoLMoHanbHO nNepeapasHuI YernoBek B
yepHoM. — ABpawun. [la, Tak MeHs 30BYT. A Tbl?

— MupoH.
— Tbl Begb GbiBan 3g4echb paHblue, Nnpasaa?
— [lpaBga... — toHOWa cnoxeaTuncs u orpbi3Hyncs: — [a kakas pasHuual

Cnesan n nongem co MHon K bawHe. OTBeTULWb Nepen KomaHanpom!



— Kak gymaelub, 4YTo 370 Takoe? — cnpocun ABpawvn, NOAHABLUMCL HA HOTU U
3aCyHYB PYKW B KapMaHbl.

Tenepb, CTOS1 HA BEPLUMHE MOBANEHHOW MO AMaroHanu KOMOHHbI OH BbIrnsigen
AOBOJSIbHO BbLICOKMM, a 6narogaps LWWMPOKMM CBUcatoWwmMm no 6okam nonam nnailia —
He TakMM YX M XyabiM. KantowoH OH CKMHYI, M Ha ero Buckax obHapyXunuicb ase
CUMMETPUYHbIE YepHble TOYKWU. MyXuMHa Obin NbIC 1 rNagko BbIOPUT.

MwupoH 3amep B HepelumnTeribHOCTU. Ero nrHopmpoBanu, n BHELWHWUA BUA 3TOrO
CTPaAHHOrO TMMNa He BHYyLUAan HUKaKon yBepeHHOCTU. Tem Bonee, YTO NoA ero oaexaon
MOrI10 oKa3aTbCs opyXxue, a Beab 601uomM MupoH 6bin NOCpeacTBEHHbLIM.

— Kakune-To pyumHbl, — HaKOHEL, MPOU3HEC CTPaXXHMK, 0OpeYeHHO B34OXHYB.

— CTOonbKO NEeT BOKPYr CensaTcsa Noan, HO HUKTO Jaxe He nonbitancsa ux
packonaTtb. [MloxBanbHO. Bpsag nv 66l OHM 06pagoBanucek TOMy, YTO OOHaPYXUIN.

— He noHumato... Yto Tbl Hecellb?

— Cnpocu y cBomx konner. Tex, 4To NoaKpaabiBalOTCA K HAM C3aaMw.

MwupoH pesko ob6epHyncs. KoHeuHo, nomoLb 66l eMy HE nomeluana, HO BeAb OH
CaMOBOJIbHO OCTaBWST CBOW MOCT, MU €lle HEeM3BEeCTHO, Kak oTpearvpylT Ha 9To
ctapwwme. MoryT noxBanuTb 3a 6ANTENBLHOCTL, @ MOryT — NocaguTb Ha xnebd n Boay.
OpaHako, H1 MexXxay AepEBLEB, HN B Cpean HU3KOPOCIOro KyCTapHMKa HUKOro He Gbio.
FOHbIN CTpaXkHMK cnerka onewun u gyman Obino 3akpuyaTb, Npu3biBasi NPAYYLNXCA
TOBapuLLen, HO BMECTO 3TOro obpaTusica K pynHam.

Uenosek B YEPHOM, €elle HeJaBHO CTOSIBLUMIM Ha KOSTIOHHe, nponar.

Bokpyr BoLapunach TULWMHA M TOMbKO CTarka NoOO0NbITHLIX NMYYr NonMcKMBana
Ha CBOEM MTUYLEM A3bIKE, MOKAYMBas U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY TONICTEHLKUMM LLUESIMM.
MupoH paccmesncsa. Ero obmaHynu, kak nocrnegHero nauaHa, KOTOpPbIM OH,
cobcTBeHHO, n aBndancsa. OH KMHYNCS K KaMHsAM, o66exan nx no Kpyry, 3arngHyn
Mexay KopHamu paepesbeB. CnefosB Hurge He 6bino. Kak 6yato oH npocTo
pacTBOPWICS B BO3OQYXE UMK, YErO XyXe, ABMANCA NULb NSIOAOM €ro BoobpaxeHus.
[na BEpPHOCTU, CTPaXHMK yLMNHYN cebsa 3a pyKy, HO TPEBOXHOE OLLYLIEHNE HUKyAa
He nogeBanock. [pMWwnocb Ne3Tb Ha KOMOHHY. TamM-TO M Halfacb napa CBEXMUX U
eLLe CbIpoBaTbIX KyCOYKOB 3eMin 13 nogowsbl. MMPOH B3goxHyn ¢ obneryeHnem. He
nokasanocb. C Hum Bce B nopsgke. OH gaxe pasok ynblbHyncsa uM nocmesrcs,
oTnpaBnsisi 06paTHO K rOpOAYy U CBOEWN CErofHsILLHEN TOYKe AeXypCTBa.

MWpOH He cTan nckatb HEN3BECTHOrO, NOCYMTAB 3TO MYCTOWN 3aTeeun, HO B HEM
COXpaHsinacb yBEPEHHOCTb, YTO PaHO MM NO34HO OHW HENPEMEHHO BCTPETSTCS.

3a BpeMsi ero oTCyTCTBUS MOYTU HUYEro He nameHunocb. OgHM NoamM TUXOHLKO
TOProBanun u gaxe He cnopwunu, apyrue, NPeENMyLLLECTBEHHO HOCUMbLLUKA, — CUaenu
Ha OepeBSHHbIX SALLMKax C TOBAPOM U rpenmcb Nog TeNbIMU CONTHEYHBIMW Ny4YaMu.

— [orHan? — cnpocun nekapb, cTonnno MnpoHy nogontun 6nvxe.

— Her. Ncyes, kak ckBo3b 3emnto... [leNCTBUTENBbHO, CTPaHHbIN YeroBek. A Tak
N He MNOHSAM, YTO €My HY)XHO, HO arpeccuMBHbIM OH He Bbirmsgen. lyckan n c
pa3borHnYbeEN PUINOHOMUEN.

— Hy, Hu4yero. 3T0 MbI, CTapuki pasBogum MycTyi Tpesory... Ha, cbewb
Oynouky. [1o Beuepa ewie ganeko. TBoMX HUKOro He 6bIo, a Mbl TEBSA He BblgaANM,
He Gecnokoucs.

— Cnacnbo, — nobGnarogapun toHOWa W MNorpysuncsa B CBOU OObIYHbIE,
MEANEHHO TeKyLMe MbICIN.

OcrTaBlueecs Bpems cnyxbbl TAHyNocb HecTepnumMo gonro. Bce nHTepecHbie
cobbITUA, €CNM OHU N NpoUCXoaunu, 00XoanNN ero CTOPOHOM, U TONBbKO KOraa ConHue
Ha4ano nyTb K rOPM3OHTY, @ HOCUIIbLLMKM CHOBA NPUHANUCL 3a AEN0 — MOo40M



CTPaXHUK HEMHOTO OXUBUIICA. HY>XHO BbINO pelwmnTb, CTOUT NN AONOXUTb Ha4YanbCTBY
O CNyYMBLUEMCSH USM BCE-TakM CMOMYaTh.

Mocpean aTnx pasgymui ero OKNMKHy cobpaBLUNMNCS YXOAUTb NeKapb.

— MwupoH, cmoTpu, a He Haw nu 3to 6aHanT? BOH Tam, Ha caMOM Kpato
nroLagm, oKosio TaBepHbl.

FOHowa nogHan B3rnsag, U OeNCTBUTENBbHO, B TEHU OBYX3TAaXXHOMO KaMeHHOro
AoMa CTOSN YeSloBEK B YEPHOM, CMOKOMHO 3aCyHYB PYKM B KapMaHbl CBOEro nnawya.
Mosnogon CTpaXkHWK Monya KMUBHYM, a 3aTeM, caenas BuA, YTO HUYErO He 3aMeTun,
ABuHynca k bawHe okpyxHow poporon. CnepBa MeaneHHO, notom 6erom, OH
aobpanca Ao MacCUBHbBIX BOPOT W CTOMKHYSICA TaM C KOMaHaAupom. BpemeHu Ha
pasgymbs He Obino, NpuUWIOCh BKpaTue, He OTAblwaBlKUCb, obpucoBatb emy

cuUTyaumio.
— fcHo, — rnaBa CTpaxHWKOB notep noabopogok. — 3n, Buktop! Bepwu
Munxauna, CeBy n mMeun. A Tbl, — OH MNOBepHynca K MupoHy, — octaBauncs TyT.

Monogeu, 4To coobwmn!

«Kak 6bl He Tak!» — Bo3MyTUNcAa Npo cebs rHowa K, Koraa crapline nc4esnu
n3 BMAa, CTalmn B apceHarne Med 1 nobexan 3a HUMU, COXpPaHAs ANCTaHLMIO, YTOObI
He BbITb OBHapPYXXEHHbIM.

Hebonbwon oTtpsag u3 Tpex yenoBek kak 6yato m He cnewwnn. OHM MepHO
ABUranucb Mexay nroTHO npwkaTbiMW APyr K Apyry OOMamMn M BpOAe Kak
noboBanncb OKpYXaroLWwmMMmM OKHaMM U BUTpUHaAMU. MecTHble Nuwb yAMBRANUCh Aa
NpPoBOXann MyXXYMH MOAO3PUTENbHBIMU B3rNsgamMu, U TONbKO Yepes OEeCATb MUHYT
OHW HarHanu 4yernoBeka B YEpPHOM, KOTOPbIN Tak HUM pasy He 0BepHyrncd, CroBHO
BoobLe HM 0 YeM He Becnokouncs. bpen cebe n 6pen, 3anycTUB Pykn B KapMaHbl U
HaKMHYB Ha TrOfoBYy KarwwoH. Jliogu OT Hero CTOPOHMMUCb, a BOT HECKOMbKO
ABopoBbIX cobak Beceno Gerann pagoMm U BUNSnNM xBoctamu. PoBHO [O TOro
MOMEHTa, NoKa ropo He Havan 3akaHYnMBaTbCS U BNepeamn He Nokasanoch knaabulle.
Tam HasBaBwuMicA ABpaunoM npucen Ha KOPTOYKM M, NOTpenaB Noxmartbix Mo
3arpuBkKy, ykasan um B CTOPOHY AOMOB. XKMBOTHbIE NOCAYLIHO yAANUmuChb.

— OJT10T1? bepem? — npowentan OAWH W3 CTPaXHWKOB, obpallascb K
KOMaHaupy.

— Hert, nogoxgem, 4yto Oyget ganbwe. Hac yeTBepo, B3ATb Mbl €ro Bcerga
ycneem. [laBante cnepsa noHabnogaem, a HeT N No6rIM30CTM NOAENBHUKOB, @ TO U
CKpbITOro fioroBea.

BowHbI OpYyXXHO KMBHYNW W, KOr4a 4YenoBeK B YEepHOM CKpbIficA B noprecke,
BblOpanuch ns-3a ykpblTna. K Tomy BpemeHn MUpoH yxxe pactepssn ocTaTku TEpneHus:
MeANUTENbHOCTb CTaplimx ero pasgpaxana. OH cuyuTan, 4YTto TepsaTb Bpems
KaTeropmyeckmn Hemnb3sa, 605bHO YK xopow Obin1 ABpani B MCHE3HOBEHWUM HA POBHOM
MecTe.

Ha ropogok Ha4yanu onyckatbCsl CyMepku. [lepeBbsi CnuMBasnuch B Cepo-3efeHyro
Kally, 1 WyM KPOH MeLlari cocpeaoToumTbCs. B Kakon-To MOMEHT CTPaXXHUKU MOYTH
ynycTunu uenb 13 BuAy, HO BOT BCE OHW BblOpanucb Ha MaMATHYIO MOMSHY C
paspylleHHbIMU KOMIOHHaMu, KOTOpble Kasanucb Tenepb OrpOMHbIMU GenecbiMu
KOCTAMK, Topyawmmm u3 3emnu. Bokpyr Obino nycto, a npecrnegyembii,
Haxo4MBLUMICA TaM BCEro CekyHay Hasaf, Kyaa-To nogesancs.

— Mol 3HaemMm, 410 Tbl TYT! — KPUKHYN KOMaHanp. — Beixoaw.

— 3ps Bbl Npuwnn, — oteeTun Aspann. — 3aecb Hebe3onacHo.

— Xa! YK He peLuunn fiv OH Hac 3anyraTb? — YCMEXHYJSICA OA4MH N3 CTPaXXHUKOB.

Bce yeTtBepo BcTann B HEGOMNbLLLOW KPYr U NOBEPHYNNCL APYr K APYry CNUHORN,
BHMMATENbHO BCMATPMBasCb B OKPYXXawLWWMA UX TeMHbln nec. [ae npdarancs



roBOpPSALWNN — OCTaBanoCb HEMOHATHbIM. 3BYK LWen OTOBCKAY WU O4HOBPEMEHHO
HUOTKyAa.

— BbIno 66l HENNOXO, — OTBETUN YErNOBEK B YEPHOM. — He X04eTCsa HAHYNTLCS
C NOCTOPOHHUMMU.

— Kakon camoyBepeHHbIn! — xpabpwunca oauH M3 CTpaXHWKoB. — Tbl Obl
nokasancs, a?

— Tuxo! — psiBkHyn komaHanp. — O Kakowm onacHOCTU peyb? PynHbI Kak pynHbl,
51 OblBan 34echb ewe mMasnbLoM.

— OHo cnuT. MNpsamMo nog, Bawmmm Horamu.

— YT0 32 OHO? — M€Y BbINPbIFHYA U3 HOXEH MaBHOrO CTpaXkHWKa n BbICTPO
oKasarcs B ero pyke.

— HeypayHbIn 9KCNEPUMEHT. ..

B aTOT MOMeHT crosawmn noodanb MWPOH KayHynNca M yxBaTWUCHA 3a CTBOJI
Monogon psbuHbl. 3emnsi BOKPYr 3alleBenuriacb M nowna BofHamu, kak 0yarto
BOAHas rmagb noA peskMMmu nopbiBamu BeTpa. CHU3Y yXHYNO W 3arygeno, a 3atem
pasgancs 4ygoBuLIHOW cunbl Tpeck. Kasanocb, nomaeTtcs cam fec, u cendac
NPOM30ONLET HEYTO CTPALLHOE.

Mo6eneBLwune OT cTpaxa BOMHbI TONTANNCb HA MecTe. YaepXXmBaTb paBHOBECKE
CTaHOBUNOCb BCe TpyaHee u TpyaHee. OAWH M3 CTPaXHWKOB BCKPUKHYM. YTO-TO
00BMMO €ro 3a HOrM 1 caepHyno Ha 3emnio. [dpyrve nonpoboBanu ero NOAHSATb, HO
xBaTka 6bina crnvwkoMm cunbHa. KomaHaup 3aHec KNWHOK, BbIMCKMBAas rnasamu
WUCTOYHMK, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT CINy4mnrcs ovepeHOM TONYOK U BCe YeTBEPO NOBaNUnCcb
HaB3HWYb.

— 4 Xe npegynpexgan, — ycTaBLUMIK rOfoc okasarncs ropasgo bnvxe.

Uenosek B nnaile npucen mexagy obeckypaxeHHbIMU MyX4nHamu. KanowoH
OH OTKMHYII, 1 ero rnasa cnerka nobneckusanu. Pe3kuin B3max nagoHu B nepyaTke u
CXBaYeHHbIV CTPaXKHUK novyBcTBOBar ceobony. ABpavn B3gepHys ero n komaHgupa
3a Bepx gocrnexa, NocTaBuSl Ha HOMM U TOMKHYM B CTOPOHY, NOCHe Yero npuHSncs 3a
ocTaBwuxcsa. Korga oHu Bbibpanucb 3a npegensl pyvH, nogarnblle OT anuueHTpa
TPSICKM, CaMasd BbICOKas KOFIOHHA paccbinanachb B MENKYH KPOLLKY.

3 3emnu nokasanocb HEYTO OrPOMHOE U M3BMBatoLLeecs. [Nas y 3TOro HeYTo
He 6bino. OHO HaoLlynb BO3UIIO BOKPYr CBOMMM LiynanbLuamMu U MblTanocb 3a 4YTo-
HMBYaOb yxBaTUTbCHA. Yepe3 MrHOBeHMe MnoyBa Henofaneky B3opBanacb YepHbIMU
KOMbAMM U OEPHOM, U U3 BOPOHKM NOKa3anocCb elle HeCKOSbKO LynanbLeB OKOSlo
nonymetpa B obxsaTe. ABpaun OTNPbITHYN, CAOXWI PYKM Ha rpyauM U 3amep B
CTPaHHOM OXWOAHUMW.

— Hwnyero cebe, — npounsHec MUpoH, ctapasdcb nepekpuyaTthb LyM.

— Tbl noyemy He ocTtancd B bawHe?! — Tskeno gblWwalinun KoMaHaup XoTen
ObI1110 Bpe3aTb NOAYMHEHHOMY, HO nepeaymMan. — YTo 3TO 3a XpeHOTeHb!?

MonaHa pgeuranack uenukom. Llynanew ctano Ha wecTb Gonblie, a yepes
MrHOBEHME NOKa3anocChb N KOe-4To eLle, MOXoXee Ha Teno HeM3BEeCTHOro YyaoBuLLa.
OrpomHoe TynoBwuLLe HeACHOM hOPMbl C TOpYALLMMUN MEXOY OCHOBAHUSMU OTPOCTKOB
rHOMHWKaMW, AeCcATKaMn KpOBOTOYaLLMX paH U O4HOW e4UHCTBEHHOW NacTbio, MOSTHON
OCTPbIX, B HECKONbKO psgoB 3y0oB.

— Ham koHel... — BbIAOXHYN OOWH W3 CTPaXHWKOB, [enas war Hasag u
HaTblKassicb Ha MupoHa.

— lMoroguTe...

UenoBek B YepHOM HaKOHeL-TO npuwen B aAswmxeHne. OH MmeaneHHo nobpen B
CTOPOHY HEW3BECTHOro 3Bepsl CMOBHO Ha MNpOryrike B MOrOXuh AeHek. 3emns
3alleBenunacb elle curbHee, HEeCKONIbKO OTPOCTKOB YXBaTWSiM CTBOSbl CaMblX



KPYMHbIX AEpPEBLEB, HANPArMUCb U CXanucb, BblAeprMBas Morydne KreHbl C KOpHEM
n nomoras cebe BbIOpaTbCA HAPYXYy.

OrpomHasi, nepenaykaHHas 3emrnen Tylla, NepesBepHynacb Ha COPOK NHATb
rpagycoB, SBMss [Ba LUMPOKMX paspes3a, KOTopble TYT Xe 3alleBenunmcb Wt
pacKkpbINUCb NoA [AaBfeHUWeM KpacHOBaTbIX rnasHbiX A6nok. Yygosuwie Mormno
BuaeTb. VI B ero Barnage He 6bino M rpammMa YenoBeYHOCTU, a TOMbKO NULLb NoTas
npupoaHasi HEHaBUCTb, HaNpaBneHHas Ha OANHOKYIO ourypy B nratle.

3Bepb rpomornacHo 3actpekotan. MupoH © ocTanbHble  CTPaXXHUKK
NMoYyBCTBOBaNN NOACTYNAOLLYO TOLWHOTY, @ 3aTeM HacTynuna TbMma.

lMepBbIM O4Hyrca ctapwuii. OH MeaneHHO NPUOTKPLIN rnasa, NpoBen Umu 13
CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY, M TOMbKO Nocre aToro nonpobosan nogHATbCS. [loxoxe, Kpuk
TBapwu Obin o4eHb cuneH. OcTarnbHble 40 CUMX Nop nexanu psgom. KTo Ha cnnHe, a KTo
NMLOM BO BbHOLWIMXCS KOPHAX. OKONMo MX ywewn BUAHENUCb 3anekwmecs TeMHble
pyyenku. [[Oe-To Ha rpaHuue neca MerbkHynM nepeble fy4u conHua. BoHAno rHunon
pbIGON.

MepTBoe 4yaoBuLe pacnnacTanocb Mo OKpyre M 3aHAno cobon BCHO MOSHY.
MonoBuHa ero wynaney oTkasanacb oTpybneHa. Masa 6binu 3akpbiTbl. BmecTo
KPOBU M3 HECKOMBKNX paH CTpyusiacb Npo3payHas xuxa. HesHakomew cHoBa nponarn.
KomaHgump Tskeno B3goXHYN U NPUHANCSA pacTankmeaTtb NOAYMHEHHbIX.



[Hn cTosinn cepble, NacMypHbIE, HO COBCEM He Joxanueble. V1 XoTs BO3ayX Obis
BNaXXHbIM U TSHKENbIM, AblLAanocb, HECMOTPS Ha noroay, nerko. CUnbHbIN BETEP THYI
TpaBy K 3eMse, COfHUe npsATanochb 3a TyvYamu, a MeTpax B MATMCTa OT LUMPOKOro
CeBepHoro TpakTta TsaHynacb K Heby baluHs. Takas e BblcOKasi, Kak nepBble ABe, OHa
oTnMyanacb OT HUX AOBOSbHO CyLLEeCTBEHHO. Bokpyr He 6bino H1 ogHON, Aaxe camon
3axyganon n3beHku, a bnuxanee noceneHne pacnonaranocb B NATU KMioMeTpax
Ha BOCTOK.

lMoyeMy — HUKTO He 3Han, BeAb Kak NpaBuno, foam ¢ y40BONbCTBUEM CENUNUCH
noA 3alwmTHbIMKM cTeHamn, nobnumxke Kk ctpaxam. OBbl4HO, HO TOMBKO He y TpeTben
bawHn. EQMHCTBEHHBIMM TBOPEHUSAMU YErOBEYECKUX PYK Ha BCK OKpyry Obinmu
cTapeHbkue TenerpadHble CTOMNGbl C HaATAHYTOM MeXZy HUMKU MPOBOSOKOMN.
EOVHCTBEHHBIM XUTenemM CTOPOXEeBOW TBEepAblHU — MOKPbLIBLUMWUCA CEeAUHOW U
NATHaMM CTapuK X3aM, KOTOPbIN 3abblnl HE TONbKO NMLIO CBOEro OTua, HO U Kak ero,
cobCTBEHHO, 3Banu.

Knn aTOT NOYTEHHbIN rOCNOANH Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe, B €AUHCTBEHHOM KOMHaTe C
MeTarnsiMyeckon Neyvykoun, eqy emy SOCTaBnAnM u3 dbnuxanwero ropoga pas B Mecs,
a 3aHMMmarncs OH NpeanodTUTENbLHO YTeHueM. bnaro, 3peHue elle No3BonNAno ga u
KHUI B BubnmnoTteke xsaTtarno.

B oauH 13 6eckoHeYHbIX, MOXOXNX APYr Ha Apyra Be4epoB OH N0 OObIKHOBEHMIO
npegasanca nwobumomy geny, M Koraa CHU3y pasganca TUXMA CTyK, eaBa He
ONPOKUHYN Ha non cBedy. CTapuKk HeOOBOSIbHO B3rMSAHYN Ha camodernbHbIv
KaneHgapb ¢ obBedeHHON B KPYXOK gaTton u Haxmypwuncda. [Jo noctaBok efpbl
OoCTaBasiocb AeCATb OHEMN.

— Koro ato Tam npuHecno? — cnpocun OH cam y cebs U MeasieHHo obnaynn
HOMM B OTJTOXEHHbIE Caroru.

PasroBapuBaTb BCyx cCTano ero npusBbIMHOM NeT ABaguaTtb Kak. B To Bpems
BallHO NOKMHYN NOCNEeAHUN XUBOW CTPaXHUK M OCTaBWUIT NMOCT Ha HEro, Jarekoro ot
BCex aTux gen crondpa. C 0AMHOYECTBOM HYXKHO ObIfio 60pOTHCA, HO HU CEMbBU, HU
XOTS Obl XXMBOTHOIO y X3Ma Tak U He NosiBUNoCb. BONbHO Yy OH BbIN KPMB Ha NULO U
ropbat, Aa K ToMy e, NpMBs3aH K yMepLUeMYy BCKOPOCTU KOTY, KOTOPOro BbIXO4MI U3
KPOXOTHOro, pa3amepoM B NafloHb KOTEHKa, NuLlaLlero KoMoyka LepCcTy.

Ctyk nosTopuncs. puwnocb CnyckatbCA C NIECTHUUbLI Ha MNEPBbIA 3TaxX WU
MEeANeHHO LWapkaTb K Bpe3aHHOW B BopoTa Asepue. OTKpbiBaTb CTapuK He
cobupancs, HO y3HaTb, YTO TaM CTPSCNOCb — ObIIO ero NpsAMon 0653aHHOCTLIO,
4yTObbl B Crny4ae 4yero coobwmtb B Gnuxkanwyto bawHio no Tenerpady nnm nocnatb
rony6s B ropog.

— Wpy-nay, — nposopyan Xam, a caMm yxBaTUICA 3a NMPUCTaBIIEHHbIN K CTEHKE
camocTtpen. — Koro Tam npuHecna Henerkas?

— MHe 6bl nepeHo4eBaTb, — OTBETUN TUXMM BE33MOLIMOHANTbHBIM FOfI0COM.

— Tyt Tebe He nocTosAnbIn gBop! Exenu cTpacnock Yero, anb 6aHanTbl Hananu
— Apyroe Aeno, a Tak — ropoj B NSATU KUNOMETpax Ha BOCTOK. 3a Yac gobepelubcs.

XaM pgaxe oTcTynusl, YTobbl BEPHYTLCSA K PacKpbITOM Ha cepeguHe KHUre, Ho
Hen3BeCTHbIN OblfT HacTonumnB. CTyK ObICTPO NOBTOPMUIICS.

— Hy yvero ewe!? — crapuk akkypaTHO MNPUOTKPbIT KPOXOTHYIO LLESKY B
CMOTPOBOM OKOLLKE W YCTaBWICS Ha HAacTosALLY BaHANTCKY POXY B KaroLwwoHe, CO
CBEXWUM LLUpaMOM nornepek nepeHoculbl.

— MoXHO s nogoXay yTpa 34€ecb, Ha CTYMNEHAX? — cnpocun TOoT.



— MHe-To yTO, Xaun! A BHYTpb He nyLy!

— Xopouwo, cnacubo.

OKOLLKO pe3Ko 3aKpbInocb. B3aBoNHOBaHHLIN X3M BHOBb cObpancs yntu, HO BCce-
Taku 3agepkancs.

— 3BaTb-TO T€6A KaK?

— Aspawvin.

— Cnywan, Aspaun, ocTaBancs, HO Tonbko 6e3 rnynocten. MiHaye nososy
nogmory. PebsTa yxe cnaTt, HO 51 UX BCe-Takn NOAHUMY, — COBPas «CTPax».

— XopoLwlo.

UenoBek B YepPHOM OMYCTUICS Ha LUMPOKME CTYMNEHU N MPUKOCHYICA CMMHOM K
asepu. Ecnn HayHeTca ooxab, CBepXy MMeNcs OOBOSbHO BGOMbLLION HAaBEC U MOXHO
Obl10 He 6oATbCA HAMOKHYTb. Ha ero He NpMBETNMBOM NuMLE MNOsIBUNAch nerkas
ynblbka. [Mas OH Tak U He COMKHYI, 4O CaMoro yTpa. A Korga COSHLE BbIrfISHYM0 13-
3a ropM3oHTa M Ha4ano nNoAcywmBaTb NPOTAHYBLUYIOCA BO BCE CTOPOHbI PaBHUHY —
3a [Bepblo pasgancs Kallenb.

— On, ABpaun, Tbl ewe TyT?

— [a.

— Bot Beab aypeHb! Boiwen 6bl cpady — gaBHO 6kl 66151 B ropoge. Anb Xaelb,
4yTO cTapbii Xam Tebsa Bnyctut? He Gouwbes Hawmx, a? OHM yXe NPOCHYNUCb U
3aBTpakator.

— lMpuaTtHoro annetuTa.

— Xe. A MOXeT, Noka Tbl CMAULLb TYT, NOA ABEPbLIO, TBOU APYXKM NONpATanumch
B 3acape”?

— Het. Co MHOM HuKOro, — npousHec ABpaun, p[obasme nocne
HenpoaomMKUTENbLHOM Nay3bl: — [yTelecTByto.

— Yt0o-TO He BepuTCA. Ha TpakTe NonHoO ronoBopes3oB, OAMHOYKM TYT HE XOOAT.
BonbHO Yy onacHo.

— lMNoxanyn.
— Kakomn-To Tbl HEMHOroCnoBHbIN, ABpans. A MOXeT aypadok? U 3auem s Tpady
Ha Teba Bpems... — CTapuK OTBEPHYSCs, CMOXWB Ha Trpyanm CBOU TowMe

MOPLUMHUCTbIE PYKMU.

— lNoTomy 4TO BGornbLUE HE Ha KOro, — OTBETUI YENIOBEK B YEPHOM.

— [dp. B balwHe uenbii rapHU30H CTPaXHUKOB. [KO, Hanpumep, OTIINYHbLIN
Urpok B Waxmartbl, a Bacunun — cobecegHnk. MOXHO 1 KHUXKM 06CyauTb, U MECTHbIE
HOBOCTMW...

fonoc Xama ApOrHymn, U OH 3anHysncs Ha nonycriose, 6GeCCUbHO HaKIOHMB
ronioBy. MNyTHUK NOLQHSAMCSA CO CTYNEHEN U NOBEPHYICS NULOM K ABEPU, YCTaBMBLUUCH
Ha TO MecCTO, r4e C NPOTMBOMOSIOXHOW CTOPOHbI HAXOAUICSA «CTPAXHUK». TOT, B CBOIO
oyepenb, OTOLWIEN K KYXOHbKE M MPUBOSOK OTTyda TaKOW Xe CTapbli, Kak OH cam,
Tabyper.

— Kyaa rosBopuiub, naewb?

— KoHeu, CeBepHoro Tpakra.

— [Hopora ganbHsas... N Bce oguH?

— [Ja.

— He nosaBuayewsb, a XOT, Nec €ro 3HaeT, YTO Ha yMme Takux BOT
«NyTeLeCTBEHHNKOBY.

— [Hena... [1aBHEHbKO A He OblN B 9TUX MecTax.

Ctapvk XaM BHe3anHo 3aMOfiK, MPUMNOAHSIB CBOK MOPLUMHUCTYIO FOSIOBY W
yCTaBuUncsa Kyaa-To BNepesn, Aaneko 3a npefenbl 6alleHHbIX CTEH N OKPYXKatoLmnX nX



nonen. OT MbICNIEHHOrO HaNpsbkeHus ero n 6e3 Toro ccoxweecs nNuuo crano ee
MeHee npuBneKkaTenbHbIM, a rybbl CxXanuck B ABE TOHKME FNIMHUW.

— A 3Haelwwb, NOMHIO NET 3Tak Tpuguatb ToMy Hasag... Korga s 6bin, xe-xe,
HEMHOro nomMosnoxe, K Ham B bawHw 3axaxuBan OOUH NyTeweCTBEHHUK.
MpakTnyeckn TBOEro Bo3pacrta. OH Tak xe gsurancs no Tpakty k benown NycTeiHe. He
3Haw, 4YTO emMy TaMm MoHagobwnocb, HO Oonbwe Mbl ero He Buaenu. CruHyn
beccnegHo, a MOXeT, OO CUMX Mop XumB M cnagut cebe B HebonbLUOW M3OyLIKE ©
HAHYUTCA C AECATKOM HENOCeaNIMBbLIX BHYKOB. ..

Ha nocnegHen cpase ronoc roBopsiLlero crierka M3MeHuncs, npuobpen He
CBOWCTBEHHbIE €My YepTbl N 3aTEM OKOHYATESIbHO 3arfioX. XaMm BCTPAXHYNCS BCEM
TenomMm, CIOXui pyKn U, Kasarnocbk, pa3osnurics.

— [en y MeHsa 6onblue HeT! — npoBopyarn cTapuk, BCTaBas v genasi HeCKOMbKO
MEeAJIEHHbIX LWaroB BOKpYr Tabypeta. — bontatock TyT novem 3ps... Or, ABpaun, Thbl
ewe TyT? He ycHyn?

— TyT. Mpucagb, nonpobyn yCNOKOUTLCA.

X3M OLLYyTMMO 3aHepBHWYan, U ero HEMOLLHOe cepaue edBa CrnpaBnssiochb C
Harpy3kon. Kaxgbin ygap otaaBancs 6onbko B rpyau, OblwaTb CTAHOBWUITOCH BCE
Tsbkenee, N OH He noHumarn, nodemy. Cuaswmn 3a aBepblo He3HaKOMeL, COBCEM €ro
He nyran. [la n yero, cob6CTBEHHO, BOATLCA CTapuKy, KOTOPbIA MNPOXNU LOCTAaTOYHO
A0Sy, XOTS U HE OY€Hb HACbILLEHHYHO, XU3Hb.

— YT0-TO MHE HEXOPOLLO, — MpoLlenTan OH ccoxXwmmmncsa ryéamm n onycTuncs
Ha TabypeT, NOBAT PTOM BO34yX, U KaXadbl B34OX AaBasncs eMy co Bce 60Mblnm
TPYAOM.

B rmaszax y Xoma noMyTHeno, OKpyxawLllee npoCTpaHCTBO Havano
pacnnbiBaTbCs, a ronosa Kpyxuntbecsa. OH nonpobosan noweBenuTb IEBON PYKOW, OHa
He nocnywanacbk. CTapuk NOOHANCA, ynas Ha KaMeHHYI0 CTeHY, U Havar crnonsaTb Ha
non. OgHako, U3 nocnegHnX OCTaBLUMXCA Y HEro CUI, CyMen AOTAHYTbCS NIEBOW PYKOM
A0 3acoBa Ha ABEPU U COEPHYTb €ro B CTOPOHY.

Uenosek B YepHOM OTKpbIfl CTBOPY, MoOMMarn ocegaroliee Teno U akkypaTHO,
CNoBHO pebeHka, NoHec Ha pykax K nectHuue. Kasanock, yctponctso balwHu 66110
€My 3HaKOMO M OH TOYHO 3Han Kyga natn. Yepea myuHyTy Xam Obinl Ha CBOEW KpoOBaTH,
YKPbITbIA CTapeHbkuM ogesanom. [MonoBuHy Tena OH COBCEM He 4yBCTBOBas, HO
NPUCTYNbI YAYWbSA BCEe-TakM OTCTYNUIK, a cepile nepectano U3HbiBaTb OT YKOSIOB
HEBUOMMbIMU UrNamMMu.

ABpaun 3a4yepnHyn B Kagke BOAbl M MPOTSAHYN CTapUKy FMUHSHYIO KPYXKY,
npuaepxmeas ee, noka ToT He Hanuncs. HakoHew, koraga xaxaa Obina ytoneHa, Xom
3arosopwn.

— KaxeTtcs, MHe nopa... Hy Hu4yero-Hu4ero, — coxarneHusi B ero crioBax He
ObI10, Kak He BbINo K cTpaxa. — Yxe He MarbYyvK, MO POBECHWUKM AaBHO Croperiv Ha
norpebanbHbIX KOCTpax, Xe-xe...

XaM oTKaLnancs.

— OpgHo xanb. Hekomy nepepatb gena. He ©ypet y bawHu cmotputens...
[axe Takoro, NPoOCToro cronsipa Kak si.

Uenosek B 4YepHOM oOTBepHyrnca. OH noaHsn cBou obnayeHHble B nepyaTtku
NagoHM N NOCMOTPES Ha HUX, CroBHO 6bl Brnepsble. JTMLO ero oMpayvmnoch, a CUHSAKK
nog rnasamu ctanu kak 6yaro TeMHee.

— HyxHo nepepaTb coobuweHne cocegHum bawHam n B Ctonuuy. Heroxe
oCcTaBnATb NocT 6e3 oxpaHbl... — Xam nonpoboBan MNOAHATLCS, HO FOCTb €ro
OCTaHOBWI.

— A cam. OTabixan.



— Tam crnoxHoe yCTpPOUCTBO...

— Tenerpad, 3Hat. He Gecnokoncs, — ABpann NOAHANCA M HanpaBuWiCs
NPSAMMKOM K annapary.

OH He npocun ykasbiBaTb €My NyTb U Aaxe HanpasneHue. CTtapuk xoten 6b11o
YOMBUTBLCS, HO TYT C HUM CINYyYuscs odepeaHon NpucTyn, 1 emy cTano COBCEM He A0
TOro. [0CTb BEPHYISICA CNYCTA HECKONbKO MUHYT. BHOBb cen Ha CTyn y M3ronosbs U
eLle pas nomMor CMOTPUTENIO HaNUTLCS.

— [JoBogunocb ObiBaTb B bawHax? Hackonbko A 3HaK, WX YCTPOWCTBO
AOBOSIbHO CTaH4apTHO.

— [a. Ctpounu no ogHMUM 1 TEM Xe nriaHam.

— Tak a n nogyman... — X3M CHOBA 3aKalUfAscs, a 3aTeM YyCTaBUIICA B TEMHbIN
OT KOMOTW NMOTONOK Crerka oCTeKNeHeBLUUM B3rMNsiAoM.

B koMHaTke BOLapunach TULUMHA, HapyLLaeMas NuLlb XpUnsbiM ObIXaHUEM.

— He mor Obl Tbl OTKPbITb OKHO? [JyLWHO, XO4YeTCs IMOTHYTb CBEXEro Bo3ayxa...
Hapgo 6bino nomepeTs ewe Tam, Ha nopore. B nonsax ¢ 3eneHon TpaeBou, Noa ny4Yyamm
COITHEeYHOro cBeTa...

UenoBek B YepHOM BECNPEKOCNOBHO NOAYMHWICS, U B 3TOT MOMEHT B Yrosikax
rnas ctapuka nokasanucb ABe KPOXOTHbIE CONEHbIE Kansu.

— A Begb 4 Aymarn, Yto... — OH Pe3KO BAOXHYM, — MnpuaeTcs npowartbes ¢
XWU3HbIO B OAMHOYKY. YTO HUKTO He NpuaeT NpoBOAUTL CTapuka B NOCNeLHUN NYThb. ..
KTo 6bl 3Han! — Xam gaxe XuxmkHyn. — Yto ogHoBpemeHHO co CTtapyxon, B baliHio
3as1BUTbCS KaKON-TO HEN3BECTHbLIN YenioBek B YepHOM? Bbl, criy4aem, He 3a04H0?

— XMm. A obewan, — otBetun ABpawun, BHMMATENbHO Habniogasa 3a
CMOTpUTENEM.

— YT10? — yOMBNEeHHO nepecnpocun TOT, C TPyAOM MoBOpayuBasi ronoBy Ha
noaywke, 4tobbl nonydwe paccMoTpeTb rocta. — Tak aT1o... NMogymaTtb TOMbKO!

Mpowno cTonbKO neT, a Tbl COBCEM He wu3aMmeHuncs... I Begb He obmaHyn.
HencteutensHo npuwen!

Tenepb XaM HaTypanbHO paccMessncs.

— A Befb A npunpsTtan n Tabayky, n 0yTeinoyky. Tam, B AlWMKe Haa NAUTon, —
Kasanocb, K CTapuKy BHOBb BEPHYIIMCb CUIlbl U OH AaXke CBeCWN 340POBYH HOTy C
KpoBaTtu, YTOObl OTAPABUTLCA 3a 3aHAYKOMN.

— Tonbko, 6GotoCb, yXe He [ouay... — 3aKOH4YMN OH, BO3BpalLasaACb K
AEeNCTBUTENBHOCTH.

— [onpeLb.

ABpaun ynbIbHyncs, nomor Xamy MNOAHATLCA M OHUM BMecTe Aobpanncb He
TOMbKO [0 NpMnacos, HO 1 OO Kpbinbua. Noroga crtoana oTnvMyHaga, conHue NpUATHO
rpeno nvua, a NnepBoCcoOpPTHbIM Tabak wenecten B Tpydkax ¢ ANMUHHLIMU U30THYTbIMU
4yybykamn. CMOTpUTESb OMPOKUHYM POMKY C HACTOMKOW, BblTEP ryObl €UHCTBEHHO-
MOCIyLLHOW pyKOW 1 caenan rinyboKyo 3aTsKKy.

— BoT 910 4 noOHMMal0... He XBaTaeT TONbKO XEeHLUH. Xe-Xe.

— N3BWHK, KaK-TO He Joragancs.

— [a wyuy 9, wydy! Xopowo-To kak... Cnacnbo, 4to npuwen. 340p0oB0O LOSMKHO
ObITb NyTELWeCcTBOBATbL U HE 3a4yMbIBaTbCA O TOM, 4YTO OyaeT ¢ Tobon 3aBTpa, a?

CobecefHUK HWYEro He OTBETWS, NULWb MOMYa OKUHYN FOPU3OHT CBOUM
yCTaBLUMM B3rnsi40M U HEBECENO YIblIGHYICS.

— [Mony4aeTcs, BCe BbINO He Tak yX 1 Nnoxo, a? MoOXHO ckasaTtb, YTO CTapuky
Xamy nosesno?

— MoxHo.

— TocTt! TBOE 3a0poOBbLE U €eLle pa3 cnacnbo!



CmoTpuTENb C TPYAOM YXBATUIICA HA HAMOSHEHHYK PIOMKY. YOKHYnMCb U
BbINWNK, @ 3aTeM caenanu No HEeCKOSIbKO CMayHbIX 3aTsKeK, BblNyCKas B BO34yX
uenble obnaka gbima. Yepes MMHyTY, KOrga OHM paccesnucb, Tpybka Bbinana u3o pta
cTapuka u TnetoLwmnn Tabak BnepemeLlKy C cepbiM NENOM pacchbinancs no CTyneHsm.

Xo3auHa baliHu He cTano.

Ho Kak »ke CuribHO ropen cpeau Ho4YM YCTPOEHHbIV NPAMO MO e€e OKHaMU KOCTep.

Hepenio cnycts, korga K [OBEPSAM SABWUIUCb CTPaXHUKM U OBHapyXmnnu
cnpsAATaHHbIE K4, OT MPEXHErO XUTENs ocTanacb NUWb CTOMKa NPUHECEHHbIX B
KOMHaTY KHUI, 0QHa M3 KOTOPbIX TaK K OCTanacb He4OUYNTaAHHOM.



\Y,

Ha BeCb orpomMHbIf, HO CyXOW NoABarn ropena ogHa e4uMHCTBEHHasa cBeYva. OToro
ObI10 Mano. Yrnbl ocTaBanMcb BO Mpake, a XMyLIMeCs B Ky4ku fogu He MOrnu
pa3rnsagete nuua gpyr gpyra. KameHHas knagka, CryxuBlasi M CTeHaMu, U
dyHOaMEeHTOM MOoKpbIfiachb NATHAMU, U B HEKOTOPbLIX €e MecTax Topyanu npopocLume
BHYTPb KOPHW. HecMoTps Ha 370, B NOMeLLeHMM Bbino Tenmno, a CbipOCTb MNOYTU He
owjyLianach, U TONbKO 3TO paZoBarno nonasLmx coga nogen.

Bce oHM aBnanuck HeBOMbHUKaMN.

3axBayeHHbIMM B 6GaHAUTCKMX Haberax, NOMMaHHbIMM Ha [Opore wunu
3aBeJeHHbIMKN B NOBYLLKY 06maHOM. Myx4mH 6bIno Tpoe, HO BO3pacT OAHOro 13 HUX
AAaBHO nepeBanun 3a WeCTb, @ TO U ceMb AecAaTkoB. OcTanbHble, AEBYLUKU U
XEHLUUHBbI, OTNNYanNuUcb Korga-to KpacmBOW BHELUHOCTbIO U M3MYYEHHbIMWU NULaMN.
KTo-TO nnakan, Ho 60MNbLUINMHCTBO MONYanu U cuaenu Ha 3emMnsiHoM nony, nogobpas
noa cebs nogonel 060K 1 capadaHoB, N faXe HE CMOTPENN Ha 3aKPbITYO CTalNbHYIO
Asepb. OHN AaBHO CMUPUIIUCL CO CBOEW YYacTbio, @ MOXET, MPOCTO 9KOHOMMUIN CUMbI
Ha criyyam, ecrnm BO3HUKHET BO3MOXHOCTb nobera.

B nogBane gepxxanu nopsaka nATnaecatu yenosek. [puyem, pa3 B HECKOMNbKO
OHEen Npuxoaunu CTPaXKHUKU U YBOOWUIIU YacCTb XEHLUNH HaBepX. HekoTopbIX U3 HUX
BO3BpaLlanu, apyrux — Het. Bce, o yem goragbiBanucb NNEHHUKN U MNEHHUUbI —
3TO TO, YTO OHM Monanuck K Toprosuam niogbmu. U xots pabotoprosns B mnepum
Oblna CTporo 3anpeleHa, NOCTOSAHHO HaXOAWUMUCHL >Kernawwue HarpeTb pykum Ha
XMBOM TOBape 4S5 NOANOSbHbIX ayKUMOHOB. OT0 ybexuLle cneynanuanpoBanach Ha
XEHLLMHaX, a Tpoe CUAALLMX B TEMHOTE MY>XXUNH BbINn CKopee NCKIMIOYEHNEM.

OQvH 13 HUX, YTO NOMOOXKE, NMPUCOEANHUICS K Tpynne u3 YeTbipex OeBYLUEK,
KOTOpble aKTMBHO O YeM-TO nepeluenTbiBanuck. Ero gocrasunu B noasan HeaasHO,
370 6bIN NNOTHO COUTBIM YEnoBEK C KOMHOM BOJSIOC COSTOMEHHOMO LBETAa, LLMPOKUMM
nneyamu Nog NPOCTON KPECTbSAHCKON py6axomr 1 KpenkuMm XXUINCTbIMU PyKaMMu.

— OHu 3ax0a4T No Tpoe, — roBopuna camas crtapwas u3 nneHHuy. — [1goe ¢
B3BEEHHbIMM CaMOCTpenaMn 1 KOPOTKUMU MeYaMu, 3aKpenseHHbIMU Ha 3ansacTbax
nsMKamn, n oauH ¢ gybuHon. OH-TO 1 3aBoguT ctoga nneHHuKoB. B cnyyae, ecnu
XepTB 6ornblle, YeM OAHA — OenaroT Mo HECKOMbKO XOA0K, OBUXEHUS CIIaXeHb. ..

— Bcero Tpoe? — yanBneHHO nepecnpocun napeHb.

— Bcero Tpoe, — KuBHynNa gpyras *eHLinHa, ¢ ANMHHON TEMHOWN KOCOW. — Thil
TYT HOBEHbKUW, N HABEPHSAKA AyMaellb, NoOYeMY Mbl HE MbITanncb HAaBaNUTbLCH Ha HUX
CKOMOM W 3aaBWUTb YNCMOM... Tak BOT, NOMNbITanMChb. ..

— W paxe He pas, — noateepauna Tpetbs, 6NoHANHKA C OFPOMHbBIMK rnasamu,
B KOTOpbIX OTCyTCTBOBarna pobocThb.

— Cemb Tpynos... A Bcero, Yyero cymenu obutbcsa — npopBaTbCA 3a ABEPb U
ynepeTbCs B criegyrouyto, ewe bornee Kpenkyto, ¢ okowKkamu ans ctpensOobl. Jliogen
6unu B ynop, cnoBHO cobak...

— [MackyactBo! — BO3MyTUCA MOSIOAOW MNSieHHUMK. — A ecnu nonpoboBaTtb
nogkon? Kak gymaete, 4aneko nu 4o NOBEPXHOCTM?

XKeHLWwmHbl He croBapuBasicb ynblOHynMCb. TakMe BOMPOCHI 3ajaBannCb UM
NOCTOSIHHO.

— CTeHa Kpenkasi, HO HaM yganocb NpodbuTbCca B 0QHOM MecTe, rae Top4dano
MHOro KopHen. Kak BuauvLb, NHCTPYMEHTa TYT He BOAUTCS, MO3TOMY Mbl KOnanu u
pa3bupanu ee pykamu. OHU 3aMeTUNK, NPULLNN BOECATEPOM U, OTTECHMB Hac B Yron,
3aCTaBUNN MYXXYMH 3adesbiBaTb MPOSIOM pacTBOPOM.



— Ox, — BblgOXHYN napeHb. — W gaBHO Bbl 3a4eCb?

— A k10 ero pasbeperT... [lpn MHe BbIrpebHy0 My YNCTUNM OKONO ABaguaTy
pa3, — oTBeTuna camas crtapwad. — Buagatb, Mos cTapas poxa HUKOMY He
rnsHynacek. Mnpa, — oHa yka3ana Ha 6noHANHKY, — camas HOBEHbKas U3 Hac, a Jlvka
n AHa, — naney noovepeaHo ykasarn crnepsa Ha Ty, YTO Obinia ¢ KOCON, a 3aTeM Ha
ewie ogHy OMOHAMHKY C KOPOTKMMM BOMOCaMW, — CUAAT 30€eCb MOSIOBUHY MOEro
cpoka. Cam kto Bygewb?

— Ac.

— Hy, a 1 — Wpa. Tenepb 3HakoMbl. XOTS, HE 0buxancs, 6OMbHO YK Tbl MOXOX
Ha Hacenky. Kak 6yato cneuumansHO nogocnanu 3a Hamu cnegutb, a?

— Bort ewe! — Bo3myTuncsa Ac.

— A no4emy Mbl 4OMKHbI TeGe BEpUTL? — crnpocuna ogHa u3 AeBYLLEK.

— lNanew Ha oTce4veHue.

— A pgaBaM, TonbKO HOXeW y Hac HeT. MpuaeTtca nomaTb. CornaceH?

Monogon 4enoBek KMBHYS U nogan nesyk pyky. [eByLUIKM Hanernm Ha Hee
BOBOEM, a CTapluasi yxBaTunacb 3a ykasaTefbHbl naney. Sc 3axXMypuncsi, HO He
COMPOTUBNANCS, TONbKO Cnerka nogparvean v gblwan cunbHee, YeM 0bbl4HO. B aToT
MOMeHT Wpa Hanpgarnacbk. [lapeHb cxan 3ybbl, HO Hu4yero He npousowsio. OHa
OTNyCTWMa ero pyky B NOCNeaHNN MOMEHT.

— Xopowwo. [Jokaszan.

— A 4TO ocTanbHble? — MNapeHb NocTapancs Kak MOXHO CKopee nepeBecTy
TEMy.

— BosTtca, — a0 6bina Jluka.

— A MYX4UHbI?

— 3OT1-10? — munosuaHas Mupa ax dbipkHyna. — OguH — efBa Abllalmnm
CTapuk, — a BTOPOW... Nec ero pasbepeT, TO N TPYC, TO NI HEHOPMarbHbIA. Tak K
cvanT cebe B yrny, C TeX Nop Kak NpMBENN: HU C KEM He pas3roBapuBaeT U HU Ha YTO
He pearupyer.

Ac obepHynca n npuwypuncsa. CeeTta ObINo mMano, U OH ¢ Tpyaom pasobpan
AOBOSIbHO BbICOKOrO 4ernoBeka B KakoM-TO nogobum pybaxm m TEMHbIX LUTaHax.
HesHakomey, oTBeTMN 6e3pasnnyHbIM B3rnsa40M M ONyCTUN rnasa B non.

— lNoHATHO, Tpyc n cnabak!

— 370 yX To4HO! — nogaepkana ero Mupa.

3a pgBepblo pasganca WyMm, a B HEN NPUOTKPbLINIOCb CMOTPOBOE OKOLLIKO.
Cuoswme Henoganeky NneHHUKN 6uicTpo oTbexanu Brnybb, M B noaBan 3alunu Tpoe
cTpaxHukoB. Bce GbIno B TOYHOCTK, Kak onuckiBana Vpa. [1Boe gepxanu Harotose
opyXue, a NocneaHNn BTOMKHYM B KOMHATY XXEHLLUMHY.

OHa He cmorna yaepXaTbCsi Ha Horax 1 noBanunack Ha 3emnto. K Tomy MOMeHTy
ABepb Oblfia CHOBa 3akpbITa, HO Yepes3 BpeMsi BCe NOBTOPUIIOCh BHOBb. CrieaytoLwlas
oKkasanacb Nokpenye u gaxe nomorria NepBon NOAHATBHCHA, a BOT TPETbA M OHa Xe
nocrnefHss, C Hauyucto BbIGpUTOM ronoBon — Obina AocTaBneHa no-Apyromy.
CTpaXHWK MPMBOMOK €€ Ha Mnrfeye, CO CBA3aHHbIMWU 3ansiCTbsAMM, NOAbDKKAMU U
Oegpamu, a Takke KnanoMm u3 nnatka Bo pty. Ogerta oHa 6bina B WTaHbI U KOXaHYH
KypTouky. CTpaKHUK HEOPEXHO CKMHYN AEBULY Ha NOM M MHYS MO NeYeHu, 3acTaBnsas
COrHyTbCSA OT 60OMM 1 TONbKO NMocne 3Toro oceoboann ee oT NyT, 3abpaB BEpPEBKN C
cobon.

HakoHeu, nneHuTenu yganunuce, U ABepb ryriko 3axnonHynack. Mpa n Ac 1yt
e 6pocunmck K HOBEHbKOW, YTOObI MOMOYb, HO OHAa ML THEBHO OTMaxHyach.

— A B nopsigke! 'oe mos cectpa? Anu! Tel 3aecb? — aeByLLKa CaMOCTOATENbHO
noaHANachb Ha HOrW, NPWXUMasi NeBYHO PYKy K BOKy.



— Tak BOT KOro oHa MHe HanomuHaeT, — Vpa BblQOXHYMNa, MArKO OTCTPaHss
BO3MYLLEHHOIO MY>XUYUHY.

— A? Tbl ee 3Haewb? — HOBEHbKasi MepecTana ocMaTpmBaTth NoABan n pesko
obpaTtmnack Ha roBopsiLLYIO.

— 3Hana. Ee yxxe npogann, HECKONbKO ayKUMOHOB Ha3ag,.

— Y10? BOT ... — pyranacb oHa A0SIro 1 CO BKyCOM. — 3HauuT, BCE BMNYCTYHO...

— Ortongem ot agBepu. Pacckaxewb, — Wpa ykasana Ha Tpoux CBOWUX
noaenbHUKOB.

— [la 4yTo Tam...

[eBylwka Oblna paccepxeHa, HO MNpu 3TOM CTapanacb He nokasblBaTb
OKpy>XaroLwum rop4. Jnwbe XMypunacb 1 akTUBHO XeCTUKynvpoBarna, kak 6yaro B ee
XWU3HU criyuymnacb oyepeaHas HenpusTHOCTb, U Tenepb el HYXHO OyaeT C Hewn
pasbupatbcs.

— CecTtpy noxutunn asa mecsua Hasag. CtpaxHukn Yetsepton balwHu nuwb
pasBenu pykamu 1 gaxe He BbILWn Ha nonckun. Ckasanum, 4to aeno obbl4HOE, 1 ckopee
Bcero, Anu yxe He BepHyTb. [1pnLLINIOCh LWEBENNTLCA CaMON.

YeTbipe Hegenv obxoamna oKpecTHOCTK, cnpalumBana nogen, cneguna v Bor. ..
Korga Hawna nogensHuka paboToproBLEB — OKa3asioCb, YTO OHa yxe 3aecb! Tbdy!
Yoéntoacteo! XKanb, He yaanocb 06Hapyxuntb camo ybexwuule... MNpuwnocb nesTb B
ceTun.

— [la yX, Ha XepTBYy Tbl TOYHO He MoOxoxa, — ycMmexHynacb Mupa. — bygem
3HaKoMbI?

OHun ObICTPO Ha3Banu CBOM MMEHa W BbICNyLLANM NMs HoBeHbkon. Okasanoch,
4YTO ee 30BYT MOYTU TaK Xe, Kak n cectpy — Apu. YUTo oHa 13 ropoga y bawHun, a nx
poauTenu AOBOSMbHO OefHbl U HE MMEKT HWKAKUX MOMe3HbIX 3HAaKOMCTB, YTOObI
3aCTaBUTb CTPaXXHMKOB NOYecaTbCs.

— Hy uto, naBante BoibnpaTbcs. bonblue TyT genatb HeYero, — AeByLUKa cena,
CKPEeCTUB HOMM U YNepeBLUUCH CIIMHOW B CTEHY.

Mpuwnock Vpe noBTOpUTL en BCe TO Xe, YTO OHa noBefana fAcy Bcero nuilb
HECKOSNbKO MUHYT Ha3ag. Apu Ha 3TO HaxMypunacb U 3aMorikna, yCTaBUBLUMCL Kyaa-
TO BOanb. lNoxoxe, akTMBHO nepebupas BO3MOXHbIE BapnaHTbl nobera.

— OpaHako... Hu4ero nHoro A He BUXYy. MNMpuaeTtca B3pbiBaTh!

— YT07?! — OpYy>XKHO Nepecnpocunmn oKpyxatoLume.

— YTt0-4yTO, ABEpb! — OHa nopbifiack 3a NOAKNAAKON CBOEW KypTKM M goctana
HeBOMbLUON XOMLOBLIA MELWOYEK C Topyalwen M3 Hero HUTKon. — BoT. O4yeHb yx
cunbHO A Bpblkanace BO Bpems 3axBaTa. OauMH u3 HuMxX octanca 6e3 yxa. Tak
HOpMaribHO 1 He 0bbiCckanu, NPULLOCL CBA3ATb.

— Ho Beab 3a ABepblo elle... — BMeLlancs fAc.

— [lpo Hee wn roBopto. [enctByem no cxeme. YOupaem CTPaKHUKOB WU
cTapaemcs, YTobbl Hac He paccTpenanu. Korga oHM MeHs Tawunum, To gymarsnu, 4To €
B OTKMOYKE U obownmcb 6e3 Melwka. 3a BTOPOM ABEPbK TOMbKO NECTHWUUA,
NPensaTCTBUIN HET. A 3TUX Ha BECb JOM YENOBEK AECATb...

— OnaTtb XepTtBbl... — Wpa Haxmypunacb. — K TOMy e, He gymato, 4To
NosTly4ymMTCAa NOAroBOpUTL KOro-To ewle. OHKM HanyraHbl, N 9 X NPeKpacHO NOHUMALO.

— 3HauuT, cnpaeBmumcs camu. Hac wectepo! A nx Bcero Tpoe...

— He nopw ropsuky! OctaBum pelleHue 0o 3aBTpa, — oTpesana Mpa, mopLiacb
OT pasgpakeHus.

B nogeane crtano Ttuxo. OcTanbHble MNMEHHMKKX, Crylwaslne pasroBop CO
CTOPOHbI, NPAKTUYECKN He WeBenunncb. KomnaHnsa 3aroBOpLUMKOB TOXE 3aMOSiKna U1
pasownacb MO pasHbiM yrnam, 4Tobbl He npuBnekatb BHUMaHMEe. CKOPO AOSMKHbI



OblNM NPUHECTU eay, HY, UMK 4YTO-TO Ha Hee noxoxee. FAc oTeen Vpy B CTOPOHY,
HaKMOHWICA Hag caMbiM €€ YXOM 1 3allenTarn:

— He novimun meHsa npeBpatHo... Ho 4yTo Tam ¢ ee nanbuem?

— [oHumato... bonbHO yX akTuBHas. Cnepsa noHabnwgaem, Tem ©Gonee,
oTBeTa Mbl e He gaeanu. Jluwbe Obl HE coTBOPUNA Kaky-HMByab rnynocTb. ..

Apwn, BUAS, YTO roBOPSIT O HEWN, AEMOHCTPATUBHO OTBEPHYack. Meluoyek cHoBa
Obin cnpsaTaH y Hee nog KypTkon. OHa nNpuHAnNachb pacxaxuBatb MO noasany,
BbiCMaTpuBasi niua NneHHMKoB. BonbLUMHCTBO HE OTBEYano, onyckano CBown B3rnsa,
HO HEKOTOPbIE Ka3anucCb XNBbIMU U AaXe KnBanu.

Uepe3 napy MMHYT Takoro GpoxeHusi AeBylUKa Ha YTO-TO OTBMNEKNnacb M He
3amMeTurna Hor CNpsATaBLUErocsa B Camyk TEHb MY>XUYMHbI. TOrO CaMOro, YTO HU C KEM
He pasroBapuBasn 1 He NPOSABMAN HMKaAKOW peakuumn Ha okpyxarowme cobbitus. Apu
3anHynachb, Bblpyranacb 1 gaxe HepBHO MNHyna He B YEM HE MOBUHHbIN OOTUHOK.

— BoT e x 3apasa! Yero pasnoxuncs, He BUauLLb, TYT XxoasT!

Xo3anH 60TUHKa He oTBeTun. Jlnwb nogobpan nx nobnmxke, o6XxBaTnB KOMEHN
pyKamu 1 NOMOXMB Ha HUX Noa6opoaoK.

— W oTkyna Takue 6epyTcs, — AeBYLIKA CMaYyHO Bbipyranach.

— [MpocTn, — HakoHeL, 3aroBOpui HEN3BECTHbIN.

— OcrtaBb ero B nokoe. OH 6e3HagexeH, — KpuKHyna 1u3 gpyroro yrna Wpa.

JInuo, He Bbipaxarollee HUKaKuMX 3MOLMKA, NUlb NoaTBepXxaano ee crioea.
UenoBek CMOTPEnN B KaKyl-TO TOYKY 1 crnabo pearnpoBan Ha pasgpaxutenu. Cngen
OH BAANW OT OCTanbHbIX, B MecTe, rae 6bino MeHblle cBeTa. Apy He cpasy 3ameTuna
NPOTSAHYBLUMINCS Ha €ro nepeHocuue Wwpam, 1 To, YTO PYKM HE3HAKOMLIA OCTaBasinCb
B MepyaTkax, KOTopble CTPaXHUKN MOYEMY-TO HE CHANMN.

— Cnabak...

OHa npe3puTenbHO cMmopLlumiacb U gaxe NMHyna emMy nog Horu, eaBa He
nonae Ha 60TMHOK. Ha aToM MHTepec Apu K MyX4ymHe 3akoH4uncs. BeiBogbl 6binu
CAenaHbl, a YenoBeK nepecrtan ANns Hee CyLecTBoBaThb.

lMneHHuKN, cngeswmne B nopsarie, OTCYMThLIBANM BPEMS MO NMPUHECEHHOW efe,
KOTOpYyl0 O0CTaBnsanu pas B AeHb. Pexe cnyyanacb uMcTka oTcTorMHuKa. Ee xe
ynomuHana n Npa. O6bIMHO HMKTO 34€ecb nogonry He 3agepxusancs. Coagepxanu
NOOEN, KaK CKOT, N 9TO COBCEM He CnocobCTBOBANO NogAepXaHUK UX «TOBApPHOro
Buga». Ecnn 6yaywero paba He nokynanu cpa3y — €ro nbitTanucb cobiTb 3a rpoLuu,
a €ecnM He BbIXoOMNoO W Tak — TO noau npocto nponaganu. Kopmutb
HenepcrnekTUBHbIX 3a3psi HAKTO He cobupancs.

Korga B nogsan 3abpocunu Apy — efly y)ke JoctaBunun, u Tenepb n 6e3 Toro
COHHblE MNEHHUKN HaYMHaNM MOCTENEHHO KneBaTb roOfoBamMu M ycTpamBaTbCs
nodnumxe, 4Tobbl COXpaHUTb Kak MOXHO 6onblie Tenna. Houn npuHocunu ¢ cobon
Xosiog, n 3To BObiN ewe OAWH CuUrHam, No KOTOPOMY OHM cYMTanu NpoBeAEeHHOE B
3aTO4YeHUn BpeEMS.

HakoHel, cBeva OKOH4YaTemnbHO Aoropena. Hoeyk 3axuratb He ctanu, n Apu
Haowynb gobpanack 40 KOMNaHUU 3arosopLyukoB. OHM nexanu ogHon Kyyden. Kto-
TO yXXe Apemarn, gpyrme — monyanu n gymanu.

— XonoaHo... — npoluenTtana HOBEHbKas.

— Wpaw cropa, He cTecHsanca. Hevero.

Crapwas n3 XeHLWm H NpuTaHyna geByLwKy nobnmke n nomorna en 3abpatbca
mMexagy cobon n gpyrummn nneHHukamu. Ctano HemHoro Ttennee. U gaxe 3anax ot
AABHO HEMbITbIX Ten OTowesl Ha BTOPOW nnaH. JToro nwau OaBHO YXe He
cMmylwanuce. nNaBHOW 3agaden OCTaBasfioCb BbIKUTb, YEM OHW, COOCTBEHHO, U
3aHMUMarnuchb.



— A 4TO ecnu MeHst npogagyT? — BHe3anHo cnpocuna Apu.

Ee goHeBHas 6paBaga Kyga-To oTcTynuna.

— K70 3HaerT... Ho Ha xopoLwero xo3sivHa A 6bl He paccunTbiBar, — MPOU3HEC
nexawmn psgom Ac. — PaboToproens — Aeno 3anpeTtHoe, N HopMaribHble foan B
3TOM He y4acTBYIOT...

— Cnacunbo, obHagexwun...

— A yero Tbl x0Tena? — Mpa nepeBepHynacb Ha 60K, 1 ee ronogHoe AblxaHue

Hayano wekotatb ApuHO yxo. — Mbl — Bcero nuuwb ToBap. OgHako, cbexaTb oT
rnokynaTens ropasgo rferdye, YeM oTcioda, U BO3MOXHO Tebe 3TO AeNCTBUTENbHO
yAacTbCs. ..

— OHa 6ouTcs, YTO ee HUKTO He KynuT, N TOProBuUbl pellat He TpaTUTb CBOMW
xneo6 BnycTyto...

fonoc npuHagnexan KaKoW-TO HEeW3BEeCTHOW >XeHwmHe. Kakon — Obino He
pas3obpaTtb Aaxe NPUBLIKLLIMM K TEMHOTE rnasam.

— 3aTKHUCb! — psaABKHyNa, NpocHyBLwKch Mupa.

— A-TO YTO?

[eByllka ax 3apbliyana n cobpanacbk ObII0 NOAHATLCA, HO HAC, ObIBLUMK K HEN
Onuxe Bcex, MArko ocagun ee obpartHo.

— BbpocbTe. Bece mbl 6ommces... OHa He co 3na.

OTtseTa He nocnegosarsno. Jlloan CMUPEHHO 3aMOSIKNK, AyMas O YEM-TO CBOEM.
O6 octaBneHHON cembe M OeTax, o cBoboge, 0 NpeacTosAWmx Toprax u pabcerse...
YacTb 13 NNEeHHUKOB He MMena 3a AyLwoun HuYero, gpyraa nuuunacek scero. Cnatb,
HECMOTPS HA COHNMMBOCTb, HMKTO HE CreLuus.

«Moa yTpo», ecnn MOXHO TaK BblpasUTbCA O HayaBLUEM OTCTynaTb XOJOAeE,
pagoM Cc OBepbto cobpanacb rpynna vM3 gecatu denosek. K 3aroBoplumkam
NPUCOEOVNHUITUCE eLle HEeCKOSNbKO MMNEHHUKOB. B NoOXMOTbSAX, C CMHSAKaMK No BCEMY
Teny, BbIMMSAEeNM OHU HE O4YeHb, HO B rfasax y KaX4oro CBETWUISICHA >XMBOW OrOHb
HeTepneHus. Apy CKXrmana B pykax MeLoYek u cugena nobnmxe K cBeye, octanbHble
— rpomMo3gunncb Hemnoganeky OoT BXoga B noasan u genanu Bug, Yto 3aHsaTtbl. O
GerctBe HUKTO He AoroBapuBarsncs, Nuwb Mpa kMBHyna NpoCHYBLUMMCS TOBapuLlam
Mo HECYACTbLIO U yKa3ana TshKenbiM B3rnsaom Ha asepb. OcTanbHble NOATAHYIUCH MO
HanUTUIO.

HakoHeu, Korga y HEKOTOPbIX Hayanu nogparveaTb PYKU, B KOPULOPE pa3ganuch
warvn noabuTbiX cTanbko canor. MNNeHHUKN 3aTUXnn n, Kasanocb, NnepecTtanuy ablwaTh,
OTYEro 3BYK OTKPbIBAEMOrO CMOTPOBOMO OKOLLKa Kasancs OCOOEHHO TFPOMKUM U
pasgpaxxatoLmm.

OanH 13 CTpaKHUKOB Mpukasan ybupartbcs noganblie. Ac u ocTanbHble
AEBYLLKN NPUXanucb K cTeHam, 4Tobbl nx Obino He 3amMeTHO, a Apu 3aBena pyku 3a
CMVHY U NPUroTOBMMAaCh NO4XXe4Yb UMMPOBM3NPOBAHHBLIA (OUTUND.

LLlen4yok npokpyunBaemoro B 3amMke KritoMa nokasasncsi nieHHMKam rpoMOBbLIM,
HacTONbKO B noasarie Obifo TMxo. 3aTeM nocnenoBan WenecT neTenb, a Koraa ABepb
pacnaxHynacb 1 B NoaBasn BOLM ABOE CO B3BEAEHHbIMM CamMoCTpenaMmm — TULLMHA
CMeHMnachb Ha xaoc.

KTo-TO Habpocuncss Ha noaen ¢ OpyXMeM, KTO-TO MbiTancs He AaTb ABEpU
3aKpbITbCS, @ TPETbM NPOCOYMNNCE B HEGONbLLLOW KOPMAOP M Hayanum 3atackuBaTtb
BHYTPb MOcCnefHero cTpaxHuka. B aToT MomeHT nonetenu ctpenbl. [1Ba 4yenoBeka
ynanu cpasy: Ux HOrM okasanucb NpoduTel. Ac nonman 6onT nnedom, a Apu easa He
ocTanacb 6e3 yxa. CHapsg nponeten B KAKOM-TO CaHTUMETPE U NULLb NoLLeKoTan ee
BeTpoM. K ToMy BpeMeHn hutnnb yxxe 6bis1 NOJOXKEH M OHA KMHYNa B OMNYCTEBLUNK
NPOXo4 MELLOK.



OT B3pbIBa NocbiNanackb Kpowka. Tpoe Gnmkanwmx CTpaxKHMKOB Obinu youTsl,
N Tenepb BbRKMBLLME NOCIIE OTBETHOW aTaku NNEHHUKM 3aMepIiv B HEPELLNTENBHOCTH.
HukTOo He cnewwn 3armnsHyTb B NpOXod, MNoka Bnepeg He noganace Wpa c
HabyxatoLLMM Ha CKyIie CUHSIKOM.

XKeHunHa B3goxHyna, 1 oKpy>xatowmm ctano He no cebe.

— Cnuwkom cnabo... — nporoBopuna oHa, 3arnsgbiBasi Ha NIeCTHULY.

HukTO He oTBETWM, M NoABan 3anoSIHUIICA MOMYanMBbIMU KpUKaMM OTHAssHHOCTM
N pasoyapoBaHus.

— 9n, vTo...

BYyHTOBLUMKM HE 3aMeTunn, Kak GpPOLUEHHbIN B Yriy He3HaKoMel, NogHANCS Ha
HOMM, NOAOoLLEN K MEPTBOMY CTPaXHWUKY MU Ha4an CHUMaTb C HErO YepHbI NnaLy.

— OT0 Moe... — OTBETUJ1 OH Ha TaK M He 3a[aHHbI BOMpOC.

Korga geno 6bino caenaHo, a ogexaa BepHynach K npexxHemy Briagernbly, OH
Kak HM B YeM He ObiBano 3awlen B Kopuaop 1 Npukpbin 3a cobon asepb.

["pOXHyIO, Kak-6yaATo OT yaapa MOMOTOM MO MeTanny.

[MNEeHHMKN He 3Hanu, YTO KU AymaTtb, UATU CNeAoM HUKTO He pelsancs. MNepson
AepHyrnack Bce Ta xe Mpa. OHa rnaHyna B y3Kyto LWenb MeXay KaMHeM W cTanbio, a
3aTeM yaAUBMNEHHO OTNpPsIHyNa Ha3ag.

— ['oToB? — cnpocun Ac, ¢ Topyalmm u3 nneya 6onTom.

— He 3Hato... Tam Hukoro HeT. U aBepu, asepu Toxe HeT!

Bo3gyx pa3om HanonHuncsa Bosrnacamu NIMKOBaHUS, HO AEBYLUKU U3 «rpynnbl
Wpbi» cmeno 3aropogunu cobomn npoxod. bexatb crioms ronioBy 6610 onacHo. M oHn
3TO MpeKpacHO MNOHWMAanu, BOOPYXMBLUMCb CamMoCTpenamMmm MepTBELIOB U
NPUroTOBUBLLMCL MATK BO rnaBe OTpsiaa.

HecmoTpsa Ha npegocTepexeHus, B JOME MAEHHUKOB XOanu Nub HECKOSTbKO
CTPaXHMKOB W elle oaHa Menkas CTbldka. MuHyT 4yepe3 [ecsiTb OHW HaKoHel,
BblOpanncb HapyXxy 1 ocrnennm Noa SpKUMU fydammn conHua.

B 3TOT MOMEHT NneHHUKN nepectanu GbiTb NNEHHUKaMN U CTanuM cBo6OAHbIMM
nogbmn. OHM o6Lwapunm NnoMecTbe BAOMb 1 nNonepek, cobpanu Bce npunachkl, Opyxme
W OEeHblM, a HOYblD, KOrga Ha OKPECTHOCTW onycTuracb TbMa, MOAOXKINM €ro C
HECKOSNbKMX CTOPOH, MOYTN He BECNOKOSACh, YTO MOXET 3a4aTbCA U nec.

— CT1paHHo, — npounsHecna Mupa, nomoras Acy ¢ paHon. — Mbl Tak U He HaLNK
ofHoro Tpyna...

OrpomMHoe KocTpuLle ocBellano nuua cobpaslumnxcs psgom niogen. Kro-to us
HUX CMOKOWHO pajoBancs, KTo-TO Mfakarn, a HeKoTopble Becerio CMeSANUCh,
pacnyrmeas ntuu. NMomectbe paboToOproBLEB NOCTPOMIN B LLEHTPE fieca, Ha OrPOMHOWN
nonsHe, OKPY>XeHHON BbICOYEHHbIMU AePEBbAMU.

— [ymato, pa3 yx 9TOT cymacllefwnin cgenan To, 4To He cmorna 6omba...
CTpaxxHukam oH 6bIn He no 3yb6am... — Apu ynblbHynach.

— OH nn? N noyemy TONbKO cenvac, Beflb €ro gepXxanu B nogsare HeCcKonbKo
Hefenb? — NPoroBOpuI ckBo3b 60rb Ac.

— Tenepb Mbl 00 3TOM He y3HaeM... — Mpa BbinpamMuUnach, ynepes pyku B boka.
— [la n He BaxHo. [NaBHOE, YTO NOAN BEPHYTCA JOMOMN.

— He BCe... — MyX4MHa KMBHYIT Ha OTBEPHYBLUYIOCS K fiecy Apu.

— OW, HOBeHbKas, — [0BpoayLLHO CbA3BMMNa cTapLuas.

— [a-pa... — pgeBywka ObICTpo cobpanacb C AyXOM M CHOBa nofowna K
OCTanbHbIM.

— Kyaa tenepb?
— [Monay nckatb cecTpy. 3TN ypoabl BENU XypHarn, Hangy nokynatens u...
— OpgHa? — nepebuna Mupa.



— Hy...

Jlrogn 3amonknu.

— Mopcobum? — Npa obpawanacb K CBOEN HEOONbLLOW, CNOXMBLUENCS BCErO
3a feHb rpynne.

[eByLkn n Ac KMBHynNu.



Vv

Mataa cTopoxeBada bawHa, kak wn  OGONbWMHCTBO ApPYrnx, MNO-CBOEMY
Bbldensanacs u3 obwero psga. Bo-nepBbix, Ha ee oOCNyXuMBaHWE HUKOrga He
3KOHOMMUNWN CPeacTB U Nogen, a BO-BTOPbIX, B €ee HeAapax, a TOYHee, BepluuHax,
obocHoBanuck ydeHble [1BeHaguaToro OTpsaa. bonblue NoNoBUHbBI BCEX CryXXaLLmx
ObInInM XyaoLaBbiMy FOHOLLAMUY U AEBYLLKAMMW, HE OYEHb-TO NPUrOAHBIMU ANS 3alUUThI
N HanageHwus:, Ha crny4vanm ecnu MeCTHbIM XUTenam noHagobuTcs NOMOoLLb.

N xoTa ocHOBHble nccnegoBaHus nposoaunuce B Ctonuvue, 3gech, Aaneko 3a
ee npegenamu, cyLlectsoBasn BTOPOW Hay4yHbIW LeHTp Mopacun. HeMHOro meHbLue
N HE TaKoW 3aceKkpeyeHHbIN, Kak NepBbiv, HO BCE XXe A0CTAaTOYHO BaXKHbIN.

lMocnywHWKOB, Tak HasblBanu y4eHbll cocTaB baliHu, NoYTn He Bbinyckanu u
CTPOro-HacTporo 3anpeliann 6ontatb C MNOCTOPOHHUMM O BCEM, YTO MPOUCXOOUT
BHYTpW. 3a HapylleHue HakasblBanu, Npu4eMm cepbesHo, Aa Tak, YTo AOoXoauso Ao
TIOPEM B Kakon-HUBYAb 13 okpavH mnepuu.

BalwHsa Bo3BbIWanack B caMOM LEeHTpe KpynHoro ropoga 6e3 Ha3saHus. U ecnu
HeKoTopble TBEPAbIHM MOYTU HE OTropaXxuBasMcb M 4acTo pacnonaranncb NPSMo B
LeHTpe pbIHOYHOM nnowaan, To 3Ta bbina obHeceHa OBYXMeTpoOBbIM 3abopom C
KOMtoYer MpoBOSIOKOW, U MECTHble He UMenu Tyaa Hukakoro goctyna. [1poaykThl,
PEMOHT: BCe BHYTPEHHME [ena coBepLUanmchb UCKNYMTENbHO crnyxawmmm OTpaaa.

YctpavBano nogobHoe He Bcex. Jlioan xoTenu 3awuTbl, a norny4vanocb, YTo
WMEHHO 3alUTHUKA OTropaXxuBanucb OT HUX CTEHaMW U HE OYEHb-TO OXOTHO
BblIGUpPanunchb Hapyxy.

MeCTHbIM MPULLINOCL OpPraHU3oBaTb OMOMYEHUEe U CrpaBnATbCA C peakuMu
Haberamn 6GaHOuUTOB camocToaTenbHO. bawHa 6bina AnNd HUMX COBEPLUEHHO
NMOCTOPOHHUM MUPOM, OT KOTOPOro He MPUXOAMNOChb HUYero oxuaatb. Bo Bcskom
crnyyae, MMEHHO Tak U cyuTan rnasa BOOPYXXEHHOW ropoackon oxpaHbl Muk.

HacTosiwero ero uMeHn HUKTO He 3Han. Pogunncsa AByxXxmeTpoBbI 340POBSAK Ha
rpaHuLe ¢ XaHCTBOM, OT3bIBasfiCs Ha Npo3BULLE W YacTo nyran CBOUM BUOOM AeTen.
Kak Tonbko mMento3ra 3ameyana ero 6recTaLyo fNbICUHY U TYCTYH YIONIbHO-YEPHYHO
bopoay, Tak cpasy xe pasberanacb KTo kyga. [lowno go Toro, 4To B €ro CruvHy Hu
pasy He NpuneTeno HM 0gHOro o6MAHOroO CroBa, YeM CNaBUITUCh HE 3HaKoLWMe cTpaxa
nogpOoCTKN.

Cenvac Muk Boccegan Ha rpybom gybosom Tabypete u, nognepes 6opoay
OFPOMHbBIM CMYIMNbIM Kynayuwiem, mMornya CMOTPEN Ha MOABELUEHHOro 3a KUCTU
MY>KYMHY. TOT y>Ke He XHbIKan 1 Hayan HeCTU KaKyto-TO YyLlb NPO Npu3paka B YEPHOM,
KOTOPbIN YHUYTOXNUN ux 6aHay u Tenepb yrpoxaeT ropoay.

— MoxeT, MakHeMm ero B BOYKy? — npeasioxXmn oguvH n3 nomouHMkos. — He
nposucen 6bl OH y HAC uernble CyTkn — nogyman 6bl, YTO NbsH. ..

— OTO0 Mbl BCerga ycneem...

B npoTnBOBEC BHELIHOCTW, FOMOC Y Nnaepa ononyeHns 6bin rpyaHon, HO OYEHb
MSATKUMA M Jaxe pacnofiaralowmi. Takorm 3anpocTo MOr NpuHagnexaTb Nnodrmomy
AenyLke, KOTOpbIA XOTb U MNOXYPUT, @ Haka3blBaTb HE CTaHET.

— lMoBTopun-Ka eLye pasok, — Muk pacnpsamMuncs, LWeBensa orpoMHbIMU nrevyamu,
N NOMEHAN OMOPHbIA Kyrnak. — Bbl npuwnn ¢ 3anaga, OCTaHOBUAUCH B HblYKe NOA
Benosemom 1 gBa gHa nacnu gopory. Yto notom?

— CKONbKO MOXHO. .. — 3aCKyJnn MAeHHKK.

Ero BbITAHYTOE B CTPYHKY T€SI0 HAXOAUIOCb B MakCMmanbHO Heyao6HoM nose.
CT041 OH MNOYTW YTO Ha CaMbIX HOCKax U BbIN BbIHYXXAEH NOCTOSAHHO HanpsaraTbCs.



— JlagHo-nagHo, n3BMHUTE! — TYT XXe NonNpaBuCa HEU3BECTHbIN, Korga ysunaen,
Kak Muk noTaHynca k 60TuHKam, 4TOOblI MonpaBuTb LWHYPOK. — Bce Tak. Cugum,
3HAYNTCA Mbl B HblYKe, NanaemM eBOK, OTAbIXxaeM Kak nogobaet npunmyecTByOLLNM
nogam. He 6e3 BuHa, 4Yero TanTb, Tak Bedb He Ha cryxbe...

— [NogpoBHOCTM OTAbIXa MOXellb NPONYyCTUTb, — PbIKHYMa HaxogswWwasca B
KOMHaTe AeByLUKa, KOTopada ToXe ABMsfacb NOMOLHMLEN KOMaHAMPA.

— Tak a 4to... JlagHo... Kopo4e, Bckope BepHyncsa Poma, Haw pa3ssegyuk. [la
Kak Ha4YHeT 3anmBaTtb, MO, e4eT K ropoay KOHBOMW 1 Be3eT 60MbLIOon rpy3, a oxpaHbl
BCEro-To0 4ernoBek nATb. HaBepHoe, 4ero-Hnbyab «HayyHoe» ANA HyX4 9TUX
YyeTblpexrnasblX XonNnKos 13 batHu. ..

MuK yTBEPAUTENBHO KMBHYI.

— lNMoka Bepto. YTo ganbLie?

— YT0 MbI, Aypaku 4To-Nn 3Ty Masdy ynyckatb? HeT. Cobpanuck no 6eictpomy,
AyOuHbI B pykM — M Ha TpakT. [axe OeBOK ogeBaTb He cTa... [lpoweHbsa npotuy!
Adymanun, obctaBm 3a nonyaca ga v BEpHEMCS, a OHO BOHa Kak BbILLIIO. ..

— PaspewmnTte xoTs 6bl ¢ Kynaka! — B3aMmonunach gesyLuka.

— HerT. lNpogomxkan, — Muk octaBancst CnokoeH 1 HEBO3MYTUM.

— [Mownun Mbl, 3Ha4YNTCS, Hanepepes, NPsIMO CKBO3b Nec... — 6aHauT 3Mo6HO
3bIPKHYN HA NOMOLLHULYY FNaBbl OMONYEHNs, 0O4HAKO, BUAOK Y Hee Bbin nocepbesHee,
TakoMW, YTO OH Xe W He BblaepXan U cpasy OTBepHysicd. — A TaMm, Hy, Ha TpakTe,
3HauuTcs, nNpsamo 3a o6o3om wnenaet OH. MNpuapak. Becb B YepHOM, 6€3 opyxnsa n
Kak-0yato 6bl HuYeroweHokn He 6outcda. [llpaBpa, 4ero emy, MepTBOMY-TO,
onacaTbCs...

— A BoT Tebe ctouT. C yero B3sn, 4YTO 3TO ObIN nNpu3pak, a He OObIYHbIN
YenoBeK? — BMeLLarncs BTOPON NOMOLLHUK.

— Tak Mbl B HEro cpasy HeCcKOSbKO CTpen oTnpasunu, 4Tob geny He Mmeluarncs,
a OH XOTb Obl XHbl. [laxe He weBenbHyncsa. MornoTun MX YepHOK AyLIO Aa Kak
obepHeTcs!

— Y710 3HaunT nornotun? — nepecnpocun Muk.

— To n 3HaunT. [oBOpIO Xe, npuspak! B uenb Hawu nonann, 3TO0 TOYHO, a
cTpenbl B3Snn 1 ucyesnu. He BOTKHYNMCb M CO CMMHbI He Bbineanu Kak-6yaro ux 4to-
TO NPOrnoTUoO...

— [MpoBepsaTb xogunn?

— Her, kyga Tam...

— [MoHAaTHO. YTO0 ObINO AanbLLe?

— Y710 OBbIN1O... O6OWNM Mbl KOHBOW criepedy Aa WU KUHYNUCb He LNBKO-TO
onacasicb. B 6ptoxe eLle nonHoO BUHaA ocTaBanock, OHO M NocnocobcTBOBaro.

— [a yx... — Muk Haxmypuncsa. — U Begb cpaboTano...

— Hy! Camu He noeepunn! — ropao 3asBun NAEHHWK, 3agpaB Nogdopoaok. —
Bpocunuce k Tenere, ga nowymHee, YTo6 OXpaHHW4YKM TpyxaHynu. Hy, oHu efgBa
yCnenu TEeHT CKMHYTb... Besnu Kakyl-To Xenessiky, TO N1 OpyXue, TO NN YTO-TO
«Hay4Hoe»... A BCe X BOCMNOJSIb30BaTbCA-TO He BbIWo! Havanu koneca BpawaTb, HO
M Mbl He nanbueM AenaHbl, K TOMY BPEMEHU YyXe psagoM okasanucb. A 9TU-TO,
connsiku, ApanaHynu, ga Bce M nobpocanu. [NpepcraBnsete? TonbkKo NATKM
ceepkanu. Tedy!

— lNpecnepoBaTtb Bbl UX HE CTanw...

— A Hakon? py3 Hal, a 3T HMxan cebe XMByT, Mbl Ntogn He 3nble... XKanb
TONMbKO, YTO CaMu KX NpuMepy He nocnegosanu. [lepy Hago 6bino gaBaTtb, a He Mo
Tenere nasatb...

— Y710 X He ganu? — A3BUTENbHO CNPOCKIT MOMOLLHUK.



— Tak Beab Bewmuy-TO, cpasdy BUOHO, He AELUeBY OTXamnu, Aa WU KOHb...
3HaTHbIN KOHAra, OTKOPMIEHHbINA, NOCHAWMNACA... Hn pasy B XXM3HM Ha TakOM He
e3aun. YectHoe cnoso!

— Ara, Hy... — noTtoponun Muk.

— Ara... B obwem, noka gobpo paccmaTtpuBanu, npu3pak us-3a noBopoTta u
nokasancs. MegneHHo Lwen, He TOPONACb, HO BCe X HarHan... CTpenbHynm no Hemy
elle napy paskoB, a OH Bo3bMu 1 nponagu! MNpamo Ha poBHoM MecTe! cues u Bce
TYT, XOTb Tbl TpecHu! Hy, Mbl 3€HKM-TO BbINYNUMMK, XO4eM, a 3TOT AEMOH NpsSMO 3a
Teneron sonnotuncsa. Kak 6yaro n3 TeHu Bbines... YepHbln, B KanowoHe. Jlnua He
BMOaTb, @ MHE MOKa3anoch, YTO rfasa-To Yy Hero CBeTATCS. ..

— Hanann?

— KoHeyHo! [Mpuspak-npuspakoMm, a mano nv 4to. Hago 6bino gybuHon
ncnpobosatb. BoT Mbl 1 mncnpobosann. Tak OH OBOMX 3a pa3s MOMOXWi, OOHOro
Kynakom, a BTOPOro Horou... Kak-6yaTo v He 6bIno y napHen HU4ero.

— A cam 4t0?

— YT0-yTO! Hepgapom MeHsa aTamaH 3asHaunkon knukan! Korga gemoH Pomy
4yepes Nneyo B KyCTbl 3aKMHYI, A Y)XXe ¢ 06paTHOM CTOPOHbLI TENErn crnpbirmBan u K
necy gsuran! lcy nog XBOCT 3TOT repounsMm, JlyyLle YX XXMBbIM OCTaTbCS. ..

— Kakon monogeu, — AeByLIKa NPUCAOHUNACh NIEYOM K CTEHE M Cnoxuna
nepepn cobon pykn. — OcTanbHble naero He pasgenunn?

— Jlecn Bnepeg MeHsa nomanyncs. Tonbko BETKM Tpewanu, a ocTasbHbIX S
bonble He Buaen... MNoxpan nx npuspak, on, noxparn...

— W paxe He nonepxHyncs, — Muk nogHancsa co cBoero tTabypera.

Ero nuuo He Bbipaxano HUKaKnxX onpeneneHHbIX BbIBOAOB, HO JOMPOC OH Ha
3TOM npekpaTun. Benen nuwb CHATb MMNIEHHMKA C KPHOKa U OTNpaBUTb OTAbIXaTb B
kamepy. Korga ke rmaBa OnonyeHusi Bbllen M3 nofapBana Ha OCHOBHOW aTaXx WX
HeboMbLIOro JOMMKa, KOTOPLIM COBMELLan B cebe n kazapmy, 1 TIOPbMY, Yepes ABEPb
BNeTen 3anbiXxaBLUMNCA MY>XMYOHKA B 3aTaCKaHHOWN KOXXaHOW KypTKe.

— Oyx... Tam Takoe! Ox...

— OTAbIWNCL, NOTOM FOBOpPW.

— EcTb...

BHOBb NpuObLIBLUNI ONONYEHEL, HE OTNNYANCs HXN aTNeTUYHbIM TENOCINOXEHNEM,
HN NOBKOCTbIO, U BbINMPAKLLMA OKPYIbIA XUBOT Mewan eMy 6eratb U COXpaHsTb
BbIHOCIIMBOCTb. TeM He MeHee, NUuo ero BbIrMA4eno 4YecTHO, a MOpyYEeHUA OH
BbIMOSHAN OTBETCTBEHHO.

— ®yx, — MyX4MHa CyMen BbIPOBHATb AbiXxaHue. — CTpaxHUKU npuTaunm
Tenery c rpy3om. Beirmagat gosornbHbiMU. [Toxoxe, HU4ero He noctpagano.

— XM... — Ha nby y Muka nposiBunuch rinybokne mMopLunHel. — BbixoauT, He
oaHauTHI. ..

— Tak To4Ho. [laxke KoHsIry He 3abpanu, a yXK 9TO HM B Kakme pamMKku He neser.

— lMpepcraButenu bawHW, KOHEYHO Xe, HXU CITOBOM HEe 0OMONBUNNCH?

— VYry...

— JlapHo. byoem pasbupatbcs. bepu pebatr u 3a mHon. OcMoTpuM MecTo
CTbIYKK. [loBe3eT, Yero-HMbyab Aa OBGHaPYXUM. ..

— [ymaewsb cTouT?

Komangump kmBHyn. [leHb 6Gbin B camom pasrape, U A0 HaCTyMneHUst TEMHOThI
OoCTaBanocb A00OpbIX YacoB NsATb. YeTBEpO BOOPYXEHHbIX HECMELHO BbIWN U3
wraba-kaszapmbl 1 6penu Baonb CesBepHoro Tpakta. [neHHnKa ononyeHLubl CXxBaTunm
NoA yTpO, U CyAsi NO ero 3asBfEHNsAM, OHM HaMnanu Ha KOHBOW He Janeko oT ropoAa.



Kak n oxxnganocb, CTpaXkHUKM ycrnenu Bce NnogyYnctmTb. [puwnock Kak crnegyet
nobnyxagartb, Npexae Yem TOT CaMblii My>K4MHA, YTO NPUHEC HOBOCTU, HE OBHapYXun
B KyCTax CrlomMaHHyto ayouHy. KaxeTcs, ¢ «npu3pakom» 6aHaAnTbl CTONKHYMUCh 30€ECh.
Mwuk ocTaBun NOAYMHEHHbIX NPOYEChbIBAaTb MECTHOCTb, @ CaM Hamnpasuics Aanblue
yepes nec cnpaea oT TpakTa. O4YeHb yXX eMy XOTenocb NMPOBEPUTb OAHY BELLb, O
KOTOPOM OH Tak HUKOMY W He ckasar.

[obGpanca Tonbko cnycta MUMHYT [gABaguaTb. [lpuxognnocb NOCTOSAHHO
OoCTaHaBnNMBaTbCA W BHUMATENbHO BCMaTpuBaTbcs. HakoHeu, koraa Mwuk noytu
pasoyapoBarncsi, NPSMo NoA4 ero Horamu, 3a HebonbLIMM KYCTOM OUKOW CMOPOAMHbI
0BHapYXMNocb YTO-TO, YTO NPUBNEKNO €ro BHMMaHue. C 4ecsaToK NapHbIX OTNeYaTkoB
canor, 60CbIX HOT U KakuUx-To Nogobun 60TUHOK.

"maBa onon4yexus knBHyn. Bctan pagom ¢ HUMKM n obepHyrncs Ha TpakT. C aToro
MecTa ero 6bIno BUOHO, Kak Ha NagoHu, BNMOTb 40 NOBOpOTa Ha 3anage. Moxoxe, B
«npuspaka» ctpensnu otcoga. Muk npukuHyn, kyaa Obl BbinyCTUn CTpeny cam u
nowuen npsiMMKoM Tyaa.

MeTpoB 4epe3 NATbOECAT OH OCTAaHOBWUIICS, CITOXMB PYKU HA CBOEN OrpOMHOMN
rpyau. Ha nuue y rmaBHOro ononyeHua nosieunacb kpueas nonyynbioka. Ctpenbl ¢
cepbiM MOTpenaHHbIM ornepeHnem ObiNnuM Ha MecTe, NeperioMfeHHble MOornonam.
[Moxoxe, HM B Kakyld TbMy WX, KOHEYHO e, He 3aTarMeBano W, cyas Mo YMCTbIM
HakKoOHeYHuKaM, B Lenb OHU Toxe He nonanu. OgHako, KTo-To e ux cnoman? Mwuk
KOHEYHO Ccribilan Npo apTUCTOB U3 LupKa, HO 4Tobbl B 6010... Takux nogen oH TOYHO
He 3Han.



VI

MoceneHna, kotopble OblnM NOCTPOEHbI BOKPYr CTOpOXeBbiXx balleH, Bcerga
OTNIMYanNUCb apxXuUTEKTYpOr, a MHOrAa M MOHYMEHTanbHOCTbIO. BOT TOMbKko, yem
Aarnblle oHuM Haxoaunucb oT CTonuubl — TEM MEHbLUE CTaHOBUIUCL, U TEM pexe
BCTpeYanucb Ha WX ynuuax goma m3 kamHs. MatepuanoB B OKpyre BCe TaK Xe
XBaTano, HO OpraHM3oBaHHblE KaMEHOSIOMHW pa3pabaTtbiBann HEOXOTHO. Jlioau
npegnoynTanu paboTtaTb C JepeBOM.

Fopogok okono LWecton 6awwHu nmen Bcero ogHo cpaboTaHHoe M3 BynbixHMKA
3g4aHne — noctosAnbin aAsop. N eANHCTBEHHOM TOMY MPUYUHOW ObINO AaBHULLHEE,
bonee nATMaecATM neT Has3ag, MoCelleHne 3TOro MecTta OTLOM HbIHELLHEro
MmnepaTtopa. Torga reapgenubl epsoro OTpsga HesameanuTenbHO OTMNpaBuin
coobLleHne ¢ npukasoMm OTCcTpouTb Ans Ero BenwuuecTtBa rocteBonm OoOM, M Moka
npoueccuss MeaneHHo Apuranacb Mo TpakTy, Bce ObINO 3aKOHYEeHO B KpaTyauiune
CPOKMW.

Cenyac, nNo npowecTBUN CTOMbKUX JI€T, CTEeHbl U3 TEMHOro KaMH$ crerka
o6BeTLanu 1 BbIrMa4enu Kyaa MeHee npeseHTabenbHbIMKY, YeM paHbLLe, O4HAKO BCe
elle xpaHunu B cebe ocTaTku BeNUYns, 3anoXeHHble YyMenbiMu ctpouTtensamu. Bee
3TO BpeM4 rocTHuUUen ynpaensana ogHa ceMbs.  Tenepb 3a X039MCKOM CTOMKOW Ha
nepBOM 3Taxe cuaen npeAcTaBuUTenb YXXe TpeTbero ee nokosreHus. 'octen xearano,
HO BOMBLUMHCTBO U3 HMUX LABHO YCTPOUUCH M NPOCTO OTAbIXanu, KopoTast Bpems 3a
pasroBopamu. MornogeHbkass pasHocuvua nepuogudeckn nosusrmesana oT  UX
BHMMaHWS, OAHAKO, N0AN AepXanucb B pamkax. XoTd bbl TeX, YTO NPUHATLI 30€Ch.

[leHb cMeHunca Ha Beyep, 3a OKHaMy NOTEMHESO, N B TOT CaMblii MOMEHT, Koraa
HOBbIX FOCTEN YXXe He XOanwu, ¢ ynuubl NocnbILWanoch nowaanHoe pxaHue. Esgosble
XMBOTHbIE ObINWM Ons ropoda PeaKkocTbio, @ YX HEeCKOSbKO cpa3y — roBOpuUnn o
GoraTcTBe NpmexasLuero Kyaa 6onblue, Yem nobble AparoLeHHOCTU N yKpaLLeHUS.

XO39MH FOCTUHULbI, MYXYMHA CpefHMX NeT C HavaBLlen NbICeTb roSIoBON U
TONCTbIMW NpeanneyYbsiMn, BbICTPO OYHYNCS OT NonyapeMbl 1 6POCUNCS K KPOXOTHbIM
oKowkam. Tam, y camoro Bxoga, Nog MacngHon namnown, TonTanucb cpasy LUecCTb
YepHbIX, CFIOBHO caMa Ho4b Xepebuos. OHM BbINK 3anpskeHbl B NPUYYANNBYIO CMECh
KapeTbl U gunmkaHca ansa ganbHux nytewectsui. Ee yronbHbIn, Kak U TAHyLWNe 3Bepu
Kopnyc Obin yKkpalweH npuyyanvBbiMA BUTbIMU y30pamMu U HaApUCOBaHHLIM MEXAY
HUMU repbom.

YUTO OH 3HauuUn X03anH He 3Has. Cnucku 3HaTHbIX CTONMYHBIX POAOB ObINn 34eChb
He B noyete. OgHakKo, aTOro U He TpeboBanocb, Bedb B BAXXHOCTU FOCTS HUKTO HEe
COMHeBarncea. EOnHCTBEHHOe, 4TO MOrfo CMyTUTb 3aBcergataeB — OTCYTCTBUE
BOOPYXXEHHOro COMNpoBOXAeHMs. Ha ko3nax Bocceganu ABa M3BO34YMKa B YEPHbIX Xe
yTenneHHbIX HaknaKax, U HA eQUHOro YerioBeka Kpome.

OAWH M3 HUX MAMKO CMPbIrHYN C BbICOTHI ABYX METPOB M CXBATUSCS 3a PYUKY.
XO035MH NOCTOANOro ABopa M YacTb noceTuTenemn, pasMmecTUBLLMECS Y OKOH, 3aTaunu
AbixaHve. [1Bepb NnaBHO pacnaxHynacb, U Ha CTYNeHbKy OnycTuracb CTPOWHas
YKEHCKasi HOXKKa B canore 13 TOHKON KOXW.

[anee n3 kapeTbl BbllWNa AamMa, npuaepxunsas nonbl OOK. Ha BMA 4yTh cTapLule
ABaguaTtn, C TOHKOW, OXBA4YEHHOW KOpCeToM, Tanuen u GrnegHoBaTbiM NULOM CO
cnerka 3aoCTPEeHHbIM HOCOM M BonbLWMMK TeMHbIMK rrasamu. bes ronoeHoro ybopa,
ee CBeT/ble BOSIOChl ObIM 3anneTeHbl B ABE TyrMe Kocbl ¢ NpobopoMm, a Ha nnevax
pasBuBanacb BO3aylWHas Hakugka. XXeHwuHa 3ameTuna yauBreHHbIX Iogen u
cnerka ynblbHynacb. Hu cTpaxa, HM gaxe manenwen o03aboyeHHOCTU Ha HEWn He



oTpaXanocb, 1 TO, Kak OHa ymyapunacb gobpatbca go wecTton bawHn 6e3 oxpaHbl
— 6bINo ona noaen 3aragkon.

OcTaBLMINCA Ha KO3Max U3BO34YMK NOBE3 KapeTy 3a Yron, K KOHILWHE, a JaMa B
COMpPOBOXAEHMM BTOPOro — OTnpaBuiiack Ha noctosanbii gsop. CTonsno en okasatbecs
BHYTpW obLiero 3ana, no4 CBETOM MHOXeCTBa flaMm, NOCETUTENN OPYXKHO axHynw,
HacKOMbKO OHa 6bina KpacvBa. XO35iMH MOMEHTanbHO 3aCeEMEHUT B €€ CTOPOHY U
YCIY>XNMBO NOKIOHUICA, 605iCb NOCMOTPETL B rnasa.

— [o6pbin Beyep. MeHst 30BYT Burop, 4em Mory cnyxmtb? — NpPOU3HEC OH C
3anCKMBaloLLLEN MHTOHALIMEN.

— MHe HyxHa KomHaTa... Jlyywas... — rofsioc rocTbM oKasancss MArkum, c
nerkon npuerekaTenbHOW Xpunotuon. — W3 Tex, 4TO MOXHO HalWTu B TBOEM
3aBegeHun.

— bypet coenaHo. A...

— Cnyru ocTaHyTCA B KOHIOLLHE, BMECTE C fiowagbMu.

— [la, KoHe4yHo. [MpongemTe, noxanymcra, cO MHOW. Ha COTHIO KMIOMETPOB
BOKPYT Bbl HE HangeTe HNYero NpunndHee, Yem ecTb y Hac.

XO0351H HAKOHEL-TO pacnpsiMUIICA N OKINUKHYN OOHY U3 pa3HOCUULL.

— Ha gBectn, — npousHecna gama, ocMatpuBasi crierka obneanble CTEHbI,
Marno npuBneKkaTenbHbIE€ N1ua ocTarnbHbIX MOCETUTENEN U XXNPHbIE OT NOKTEN 1 efbl
ctonbl. — OaHako, Bblbopa y MeHS, KaxeTcs, HeT...

OHa BHe3anHo npepBanacb, 3auenuBLUNCL B3rMSAOM 3a CUMAALLEr0 B CamMoM
AanbHeMm yrny 3ana nocetutensa. OH noTarmBasn YTO-TO U3 AbIMSLLENCS KPYXKN W,
CNOBHO NO4YyBCTBOBaB OOpalleHHoe Ha cebsi BHMMaHMEe, elle CUNbHee OonycTun
rosioBY K AOCKaM, CKpbIBasa NULO NOA TEMHbINA KantoLOHOM.

— YT0-TO He Tak? — TPEBOXHO NMONHTEPECOBASICS XO3AMH.

— HeT, BCe HOpManbHO, — TrOSIOC FOCTbM HEMHOro ApoXan, HO ObICTpo
BoccTaHoBuncda. — lNokasanocsb.

— XoTuTe, 4YTobblI ero BbirHanNM? — TUXOHbKO MOMHTEepecoBancs Burop. —
Tonbko NpukaxuTe.

— HerT. Ngewm, nokaxellb KOMHaTYy.

XO034MH elle pa3 MOKMOHUIICA, NpuyeM, yenyxxnmeee, 4em npexae. N tem He
MeHee, Ta nerkasa ynblbka, 4To o3apsina nuMuo rocTby, Kyda-To nponasna, ocTaBnss
MECTO 119 YNCTON, HUYEM HE MPUKPLITOM HagMeHHOCTU. BTpoem ¢ pasHocumLen oHn
NogHAMUCL Ha BTOPOWM 3Tax, U 3TO CTano Ans nocetutenen curHanom. Bece TyT xe
NPUHANUCL 0BCYyXXAaTb HEOXMOAHHOE COObITME W MPOAAKM HAMNUTKOB YBEMUYUIUCH
BOBOE.

Yenosek, 4To obpatun Ha ceba BHUMMaHWE Oambl, OTCTPAHUCA OT yyacTusl B
pasroBopax W nogHsancs ¢ mecrta, 4Tobbl pacnnatutbcs. Ero komHaTta, Kak n Bce
ocTanbHble, pacnonaranacb Ha BTOpoM 3Taxe. OH TUXO npowen no Kopuaopy B
AanbHUW Yron u gaxe He NOCMOTPen B pPacKpbITyld ABEpPb, U3 KOTOPOW BUOHenachb
CMMHA XECTUKYITMPYIOLLEro Xo3smHa.

Bonblue ero HUKTO He Buaen.

Korga conHue npoHMKOo B ONyCTEBLUMIA 3an Yyepe3 HeEBONbLUME OKOLLUKW, rOCTbS
B HOBOM Hapsiie crnyctunach rno fiectHuue n nossana Buropa. Ha Hen kpacoBanocb
yepHoe GapxaTHOe nnaTbe C AJIMHHLIM pyKaBOM. JlagoHM B TOHKMX 3aMLUEBbIX
nepyartkax fernm Ha He CNULLKOM YUCTYH CTOWKY, a TEMHble, crnerka nogsefeHHble
rrnasa ycTaBuinCb Ha BHOBb PacTepPSIBLLErOCS MY>KUUHY.

— [ob6poe yTpo. MHe HyXHa NOMOLLb, — 3aroBopuna gama.

— [lpa? — X038MH NOCTOANOro ABOpa, elwe He OTOoWeALlniA OT BYepaLUHero,
CHOBa Bnan B CTynop.



— Kak Buguub, s BbIHY>XXeHa nyTellecTtsoBaTb o4Ha. He HangeTcsa nu B Bawlem
ropofe Heckornbko 06pa3oBaHHbIX AEBYLLEK, KOTOPbIX 51 MOrna 6bl HaHATL B NpUCNyry?

— [axe He 3Hato, — Burop 3agymancs, yCUrneHHO npoTupas Kpyxky. — Bam
nydwe obpaTtutbes K Mapy. OH y HaC YeroBeK YYEHbIMN. ..

— A MHe-TO Kasanocb, B TaBepHax MHdopmMaumm nobornblie? — yCcMexHynacbh
rOCTbSI.

— [leByLUKM, YTO NOOOMOYT BaM B KA4eCTBE NMPUCHYru... Takon BaXKHOM rocroxe,
OHU-TO YK MO TaBepHaM He XO4AT. OTO TOYHO.

— [encTtBUTENBHO, Cnacuobo!

Ha cton ynan He6onbLWwon, HO AOCTAaTOYHO 3BOHKUW MELLOYEK, U AamMa TYT Xe
BbilWa Ha ynuuy. H1 oguH 13 ee conpoBOXAaloLWMX Tak U He NOSABUICA, U rOCTbe
npuwnocb 06xoanTbCs camocTosTenbHo. NomaB cebs Ha aTon Mbicnn, Burop en
Aaxe MOCOYYBCTBOBAS, U TOMbKO MNOcCne ee yxoda, ¢ obneryeHMem BbIAOXHYI.
MpucyTcTBME HEM3BECTHOW OOCTaBNANO €My KakoOW-TO OMCKOMAOPT, Kak 6yaTo oT
Howowen 6onu noa cepauem.

Ha ynuue 6b1no Tenno. JleTo nogoLwno K KOHLY, HO noAcTynatoLue xonoga XoTs
M owyLwanumcb, noka nuwb oTAaneHHo. 3aHAaTble eXeoHEBHbIMU AenaMn ropoXxKaHe
OTBfIEKANNCb U CMOTPENN Ha MNPOXOASLLYI0 MUMO XXEHLUUHY C yOMBIEHWEM, a OEeTU
Tak 1 BOBCe — MNOKa3blBanu B ee CTOPOHY nanbuamu. Cama oHa He obpallana Ha HUX
HUKaKOro BHUMaHWSA, pasrnsgbiBana 3eMfiio M crtapanacb He ucnadkatb canoru.
OpHako, korga HakoHel, obepHynacb Ha rocTMHULY, ycnena 3aMeTUTb KayHyBLUYHOCS
B OQHOM W13 OKOH 3aHaBECKY.

[dama nuwb HaxMmypunack, a 3aTeM NPoJoSHKMIa CBOW NyTb, CAPOCUB A0POry U
NPoOXoAdLen MUMO KpecTbsHKW. [JoM rnaebl ropoga — Mapa, Kak HasblBanu ero
MEeCTHble, pacnonarancs B HECKOSIbKMX COTHAX MEeTPOB OT bBaluHW, CTpakHUKK
KOTOPOW NPOBOAUIIM HEM3BECTHYHO JOBOSIbHO HaxanbHbIMKU B3rnggamn. Bnpoyewm, ato
cobbiTHe H1KaK ee He 3a4eno, U OHa CNOKOMHO NoCcTy4arna B pacrnucHyo 4epeBAHHYIO
Asepb 6oraToro goma.

OTkpblnu no4vtn cpasy. [lopogHasa xo3suka Bbirnggena HEMHOrO paccepXXeHHO,
HO MPUCMOTPEBLUUCH K rOCTbe Monyylle, eBa He nonepxHynacb 1 ybexana 3BaTtb
MyXa, KOTOpbIA SBUMCA elle ObicTpee, YeM OHa, W Aaxe NpennoXxun pyky, Y4Tobbl
NpPOBOANTbL NOCETUTENBLHULY K Kpecny.

— Kak Hac4yeT 3aBTpaka? — cnpocun rnagko BblIOpUTbIA MYXUYUHbI C CeabIMU
BUCKaMW, yCTpanmBasaChb Ha OObIYHOM CTYfbYMKE HANPOTUB.

— Cnacubo, A He ronogHa, — OTBeTUNa roctbs, pasrnsagbiBas 6oratoe
ybpaHcTBO AoMa. — Kakoe 3ameyaTenbHoe Xusbe.

B ee ronoce npomernbkHyN capka3m, HO XO35UH ero, KaxeTcd, He 3aMeTus.

— [a yto Tam. lMpowy NpocTUTb, HN pa3y He MPUXOAUNOCL BCTpevaTb CTOSb
BaXHbIX rocten. Heyxto una Ctonuubl? HaBepHoe, yX Tam-TO goma mnosnydule.
Hwukakoro cpaBHeHnsa ¢ nogobHbIMK capasamu, a?

[ama yTBepauTerbHO KMBHYMA.

— Yem xe 4 mory 6bITb Nonesen?

— Hwnyero cepbesHoro, cywumn nyctsk. lNepen otbe3nom S... oTNycTuna CBOUX
CNyXaHoK, W Tenepb MHe MPUXOAUTCA [OOBOMbCTBOBATbCSA BCEro ABYyMS
nomoLwHnkamn. B cTtonb gnuHHOM nyTewectBun no CeBepHoOMy TpakTy, 6e3
HOpMaribHbIX FOCTUHUL, HE OYEHb-TO M YAOOHO, 3HaeTe nNn, — rocTbsl pacnpasuna
CKIaZikm Ha nnaTbe ¥ NonoXuna NnagoHU Ha KONeHW.

— lNoHnmato-noHMMato. XoTute HaHATb AEBYLUEK NONpunnyHee?

— CoBeplueHHO BepHO. Kak 300pOBO, YTO MHE He MpUXoauTCs HWUYero
06bscHATL. Tak 4To? HanayTtca y Bac Takme?



— KoHe4Ho. A xopoLuo 3Hato nx poguteneu, U ¢ yaoBOoNbLCTBUEM Bac NPOBOXY.

— [oroBopunucb, — roctba NPUATHO yrblGHyNach.

— A kcTatn, NpoCTUTE MOE HEBEXECTBO, — BHE3amnHO CroxXBaTUMCH XO3AUH. —
A xe He npencrasuncs! Nrope.

— Jlopanb. pem?

— Ha-pa...

Map TyT e BCKOYMN C MecTa 1 3acyeTurics, CIIOBHO nauaH. [ocTba Habnogana
3a HUM C BCe TaKoW e YIblOKoW, 1 Jaxe NpOoTAHyna pyKy, NO3BONAS eMy NOMOYb en
BCTaTb, U YXXe Yepes HECKONbKO MUHYT OHW BMECTE LUK NO LUMPOKUM YIloMKaM ropoga
nop ewe 6onee yausneHHble B3rnsabl TONMbI.

3a cnnHon y HeobblMHOWM NapOYKM BO3BbILLANACh WecTasa ctopoxesasa baluHs.

Jlopanb 1 WUropb nocetnnu Tpu AOBOSIbLHO 3HATHLIX cemencTBa. B nepsom u
BTOPOM pOAMUTENN MPUHANW FOCTEN C pacnpocTepTbiMM OOBATUAMKM, 3aBanUnInM nUX
MHOXXECTBOM BOMPOCOB U eLle 60MbLIUM KONMYECTBOM MOXBasbl B CTOPOHY JOYEPEN.
OpHako, B peanbHOCTU OHWM OKa3anucb M3banoBaHHLIMU M HU HA YTO HE FroAHbIMMU
aesunuamn, o Yem 1 npowentana Jlopanb Ha yxo Mapy, Koraa Bblganacb KopoTkas
nepeaplka U HAKTO Ha HUX HE CMOTpPEr.

Mpuwnock 6egHsre BEXXNNBO OTKMaHMBaTbLCSA 1 obellaTb nogymaTb, B TO BpeEMS,
Kak cepaobonbHble OTUbl M MaTepu noaxeBaTbiBanuv €ro nog pPyku W NbiTanucb
00BACHUTb, YTO AyMaTb TYT KaTeropuyeckm He O 4eM, M HeT BO BCEM ropone
NOMOLLHUL, NpUnexHee.

Bnpo4yem, um yganocb otbntbcsa OT X034eB NodTn 6e3 notepb. B TpeTben cembe
N3 oXmgano npoTueornonoxHoe. Monogasa aesylika, cemHaguaTu fiet OT poay,
cTosiBWas nocepeavHe OonblIOW KOMHaTbl [Af9 rOCTeW, BbIrnsgena  Kyga
nepcnektuBHee. [loMMMO npuBReKaTenbHOM BHELLIHOCTKU, Obina cnocobHa BecTw
pa3roBop, a Ha ee MUMOBMOHOM SIMYUKE OTpaxancs nHtennekt. 3sanu gesuuy Onbra.
Jlopanb, ocMOTpeB ee € rofnosbl 40 NAT, Y40BNETBOPEHHO KMBHYNA.

— OT1nnyHo. A rotoBa B3daTb Tebsa Ha rog. EctectBeHHO, He GecnnaTHo, —
3HaTHas gama MeasieHHO MoAHsAnacb C Kpecna, B KOTOpOe ee ycaaunv X034eBa,
ObIBLUME TYT XXe Henoganeky, u Npudnuaunnack K AeByLUKe.

OT aToro oHa cnerka 3acmylianach, a korga Jlopanb BHe3anHo nposena no ee
Lee PYKOW, pe3ko B3ApOrHyna v gaxe 3anunacb pyMaHueMm, onycTus CBOW ronyoble
rrnasa B non.

— CornacHa? — pyka gambl noLuna Huxe, oueHnBas eLle n urypy.

— HeT! — 3aroBopun monyaBLLMi BCe 3TO BPeMS OTEL, CEMENCTBA.

— Cronuua — 3TO0, KOHEYHOo, xopowo. [lepcnekTnBbl U BCe Takoe, Aa TOMbKO
HamMm M TyT Hennoxo. lpaBga? — OH NOBEPHYNCS K Cynpyre nm Ta yTBEpAUTENbHO
KngHyrna. — BoT. A Bce aTn Bonblume ropoga HU4ero, Kpome paspparta ga cobnasHa
He HecyT! Onbra Hukyga He noeget! Touka!

— A KTO BaM ckasan, 4to g eqy B CTonvuy? — yaAnBNEeHHO CNpocuna roctbs, He
noBopaymBas rofiloBbl U NPOAOIHKass CMOTPETb Ha AeBYLWKY. — Moun nyTb nexut
Aarnblle Ha ceBep, K KOHLY TpakTa.

— Tem bonee, 3TO e onacHO! — BCTPEBOXEHO BOCKIIMKHYNA X03sika. — [1o4b
octaetcs!

— Ho yT0 ckaxelwb TblI? — wenHyna Jlopaneb.

— A yTo 4... A kak pogutenu... — Onbra nopo3oBena eLle CUnbHee.
— XM... — TrOCTbfl HaKOHeLU-TO OTBfeKnacb, Aaxe He MblTasCb CKPbITb
NnosiBMBLUMICA B rnasax 6neck n obepHynacb Kk pogutensaMm. — Yto Xk, cnacmbo 3a

yaoeneHHoe BpeMs. [Noxanyn mbl nongem.



OHa cnerka KmBHyna WM TONIOBOM W, MaxHYB M3py PyKoOM B nepyatke,
HanpaBunacb K BbIXxody. YCTaBWMKA OT CMOTPUH M 3MON Ha cebs MyxXyuHa
pacKnaHancs ¢ xo3seBamMmu Kyaa nouTuTenbHee 1 TONbKO Nocne KMHyIca crnegom. Ha
ynuue, rge K ToMmy BpeMeHu, 4aBHO NepeBanurio 3a NosiAeHb, OH JIErOHbLKO KOCHYICS
nneya Jlopanb n BUHOBATO Novecan 3aTbIfokK.

— [MpocTtute, HO BonbLUE BApMaHTOB HET...

— 3HauuT, nocnegHun Obin camMbiM NyYWMM? — NULO FOBOPUBLLEN Crerka
NCKa3nnocso.

— lMony4aeTcq, 4TO Tak...

— Y710 %, cnacmnbo. bonblle He 3agepxmBato. A NOKUHY ropo4 HOYbIO, N eCnn U
A0BeOeTCa HaM CBMAETbCS, TO TOYHO HE CKOPO. Yaauu.

Map xoTen O6bIIO B3ATb €e PyKy, HO cxBaTun nuwb Bo3ayx. [dama 6bicTpo
pas3BepHynacb M OBWHYyNacb B CTOPOHY noctosanoro Asopa. [loxoxe, nogobHoe
obpawieHne ¢ NOCTOPOHHMMM ObINo Anst Hee HOPMOW.

— Bot cTepBa! — Bbipyrancs rnasa ropoga 1 gobasun 4ero-To nokpenye.

Bcto gopory oo goma oH pyran cebs 3a cornacue noMoYb U pagoBarncs, YTo 3TO
HaKOHeL-TO 3aKOHYMIOCh, @ 3HAYUT — MOXHO OblNI0 CNOKONHO NOECTb Aa ONPOKUHYTb
HECKOIbKO PHOMOK, YTOObI 3a0bITb CEN HENPUATHBLIN AEHb U TOT CTbiA, YTO MMOXWUI ero
OT BM3NTOB B [OBOJIbHO-TAKM 3HaTHble cemenctBa. OH OYeHb Hagesncs, YTo noan
€My 3TOro He MPUMOMHST...

Tem BpemeHeMm, rocrnoxa Jlopanb He cTana Bo3BpawaTbCs K TaBEPHE N BMECTO
3TOro CBepHyna B CTOpoHy baluHn. Tam, HecMOTpS Ha cepeainHy AHSA, Oblno JOBOMBHO
6e3ntogHO 1 BCEro NuLb ABa CTpaXka NeHuBO 3eBanu okono Bxoga. OHu yBuaenu
NOyLLYy0 MUMO XXEHLLMHY, KaK OHa npuaepXueaeT bk NnaTbs U akkypaTHO CTynaeT
YUCTbIMW canoramm MMMO MOACOXLUMX IPSA3EBLIX YK, YXMbISTIbHYIINCb U BEPHYINCH K
CBOEMY «yBfieKaTeNbHOMY» 3aHSATUIO.

Korga rocnoxa Jlopanb OKOHYaTenbHO CKPbIflaCb OT B30OPOB OXPaHHMKOB, €€
CNnyru, OCTaBLUMECHA Ha MNOCTOSSIOM [BOpE C 9KUMaXeMm, pe3Ko MOAHANUChL C
CONOMEHHbIX MOACTUIOK U, CITOBHO MO NpuKasy, Ha4yanu rotToBUTb KapeTy K OTbe3ay.
OauH 3aHsancs NpoBepKOW fowlagen, a BTOPOM — XOAOBOM 4acTblo M Kofiecamu.
Kasanocb, 00 OKpyxatroLen AeNCTBUTENBHOCTU UM He ObIfo HMKAKOro aena, ogHako,
N3 Hee 3a HMMMK Habniogana napa cepbix rnas, pasgeneHHas wpamom. Yenosek B
YepHOM MnaLle NPUTansca OKOMO BXOAaA B KOHIOLLIHIO M MOSYa Yero-To xaar.

OcTarnbHble XUTENN HAYEro 13 3TOro He 3aMeTUNK, HO Koraa CyMepKku Havanu
OTCTynaTb NOA HAaTUCKOM HOYM, B LOM K M3pYy HacCTOMYMBO MOCTy4anucb. Nropb yxe
BbIMOMHUIT CBOW NMnaH 1 Obin He CNULWKOM TPe3B, OAHAKO, OTKpbIBaTb OTMNpPaBUIICS
nnyHo. M 3TO OKkasanocb Kak Henb3s KCTaTu, Bedb Ha nopore ero goma Ccrosn
KomaHgump balHn cobcTBeHHOW nepcoHon. Bua 3TOro orpoOMHOro, 3akOBaHHOMO B
cepyto 6poHIo YenoBeka nNpekpacHo oTpe3snsan. lNpuyem, B cUMTaHHbIE CEKYHAbI.

— [Mponano HeckonbKO AeByLUEK, — CXOo4y Havan TOT, No OObIKHOBEHMIO
OoTOpOCUB NPeaMCIIoBUSI.

BHyTpeHHMe opraHbl Mapa CXanucb, CIIOBHO UX okaTunu negsHon sogon. OH
MUrom npuwen B cebs, a y ero NnpaBoro BMCKa 3aKonoTunach Xumka.

— W wunx pogutenu ykasanu Ha TebA, Kak BO3MOXHOrO COyYacTHUKa
npectynnenus! — gobaBnn CTpaXHUK, OKOHYaTenNbHO J0OMB 1 63 TOro HanyraHHoro
rnasy. — [4e XeHwuHa B Y4epHOM?

— ... He 3Hal0... — NPOMAMIIUN XO35IMH AOMa, XBaTasiCb 3a ABEPHON KOCSIK,
Korga HOrvM Havanu oTkasblBaTb M OLLYTMMO NogparveaThb.

— Pasbepemcs! B baluHto ero!



N3-3a cnvHbl 300pOBsika MaTtepuanu3oBanucb elle [ABOEe CTPaKHMKOB,
nogxeaTMBLUME Ocefallero Mapa nog noktn. begHara coBcem nonnbin M gaxe
Hayan pasmbIWATb, @ He WENHYTbCS N eMy B OOMOPOK, HO Bbifie3lune OTKyAa Hu
BO3bMWUCb OCTaTKW ropaocTu B3snu ceoe. [NnaBa aaxke BbINpsSMUIICA U TBEpAO BCTan
Ha HOrK, B TO BpeMs, Kak 6eccepaedHble CryXKakn yXe TOnKanu ero K TEMHON aaxe
Ha dooHe HOYHOro Heba TBepabIHE.

— Ho 4 Hnyero He 3Hato... OHa NpoCTO Npocuna MeHs NOMOYb. ..

["PO3HBbIN HAYaNbHUK CTPaXu NULb OTMaxHYIICH, NoTopansiMBas NOMOLLHWNKOB.

— CHumanTte ouennenune, ngem Ha nocrtosnbin asop! Hagetoch, oHa eule He
oTyanuna. Bnepea! — psiBKHyn OH B CTOPOHY oMa.

N3-3a TeMHbIX YyrnoB TYyT e MoBbiCKakMBanu nwoan B 6poHe. Opyxue OHu
ybpanu, Ho Bua y pybak octaBasncs JiIMXon 1 JOBOMbHO arpecCuBHbIn. [axe HeCcMoTps
Ha TO, YTOo B wWecTon balHe Bcerga crodna xenesHas AUCLMNIMHA U CNOPUTbL C
KOMaHAMPOM HUKTO U HUKOrga He peluancs, MecTHble 60sinncb CBOMX 3aLMTHUKOB,
KaK OrHs.

OTpssig pobpanca [[O TOCTMHMUBI 3@ CHMTAHHblE MWHYTbLI.  [Buranucb
NCKITIOYNTENBHO HAOoLLYMNb, HE 3axurasa namn n ctapasach He 6psauaTh ctanbto. K Tomy
BPEMEHU, KapeTy yXe BbIrHanM M3 KOHIOWHW W 3anpsarnm, a Ccryrm B TEMHbIX
GanaxoHax CMOKOMHO BOCCedanuM Ha Kosnax, Mo-BMOUMOMY, Yero-to oXxuaas.
CTpaKHVKM OKPYXUIM 3KMNaXK CO BCEX CTOPOH: TpOe CxXBaTuMu fnowagen 3a yauna,
4YeTBEpPO OOCTanu U3 HOXEH KITMHKN U ABoe B3BeNu apbaneTbl. MI3BO3UYMKM HUKAK He
oTpearMpoBanu u gaxe He NoLleBeNUIUCh, CAIOBHO N HE 3aMeTUNN.

KomaHgoup cTpaxHukoB ObICTpO Npubnusnnca K Kapete Wu COBEpLUEHHO
BOecuepeMoHHO BUenusica B pyyKy. [1Bepb okasanacbh He 3anepTa, NO3TOMY OH TYT e
3arnsHyn  BHYTpb. W XxoTa wukapHaa o6uBKa, CBETUMbHUKA U MSATKME
packnagbiBaloLmnecs cuaeHbs ABnsanmM cobon HacTosiLmne NponsBedeHns NCKYCCTBa,
MY>X4YMHa cpasy oTcTpaHuncs. Jliogen B kapete He 6bino. Hu 3HAaTHOM XO3AWKN, HU
Tem bonee, NponaBLUMX OEBYLLEK.

— 'oe oHa?! — pbIKHYN Ha4YanbHWK CTPaXn, pe3Kko 3axsionsbiBas 3a cobon ABepb.

OTBeTa OH He Mony4urn, a BO34yxe NoBUCMA HamnpsXKeHHas TULIMHA, KoTopas
rotoBa 6bina B3opBaTbCa B Ntob6ON MOMEHT. PasgpaxeHHble congatbl Lenunuchb B
N3BO34YMKOB M3 apbanetoB, n noboe HeBepHoe ABWXKEHUE MOrfi0 3aKOHYUTbLCS
GonHen.

— Y10 910 TYT 3a cobpaHue?

Bce, kpome cnyr, obepHynucb. B cBeTe eaMHCTBEHHOro poHaps cTosina
obnayveHHasd B nnaTbe urypa co CrnoxXeHHbIMN Y nosica lagoHAMU. Xo3a1Ka akunaxa
Oblnia ogHa, roBopuna CrnokorHo, 6e3 nuwHero nagoca U BbICOKOMEPUS, HO OL4HAaKO
Xe C NerkMmmn HoTkaMn pasgpaxeHus.

— Bbl no geny nnu nonbosaTtbca? B nwbom cnyvae, nonpowy nepecrtatb
LennTbCa B MOUX Cryr n ybpaTb opyxue.

— ['ae peByLwkn? — nepedun KomaHanp CTpaxm.

— Kakne? — yameneHHo nepecnpocuna gamMa.

— Te, 4TO Nponanu nocne Bawero ¢ MapoM Buanta. OH yxe apecTtoBaH u byget
BCKOPOCTU aonpoLleH. [leno 3a Bamu.

Xo3ssanka BLenunach B CNYXMBOro CBOUM MPOH3UTENbHBIM B3rMsS40M U NogHANa
napoHu K rpyan. OHa 3amepna, NoYTU He LWEBENSCH U AepXXacb PyKOW 3a Kpan npaBou
nepyaTku, Kak 6yaTo cobmpanack ee CHATb. Yepes napy MrHOBEHMI HA BTOPOM 3Taxe
rOCTUHWULbI XJTONHYMa CTBOpPA, M Aama paccrnabneHHo ynbiGHynace.

— A TYT He Npu YeMm, — OHa NEroHbKO XJIOMNHYMa B NagoLln 1 onycTuna pyku.
— [1Boe MHe He nogownu, a TpeTblo He OTNYCTUNKN poanTenn. Tak Heyxenn s Byay



yBO3UTb €e cunon? £, Takas ke xpynkasa xeHwuHa? KoTopasd, K TOMYy Xe, umeet
BO3MOXHOCTb KyNUTb BECb rOPOA A0 NOCneaHero KamHa?

Ee 3BOHKMI cMex pe3aHyr HOYHYI TEMHOTY.

CTpaXHuKM, OOHAKO He YCMOKOWNUCb, a Hanpsrinucb eue CunbHee,
BOMPOCUTENBHO B3MMSAHYB HAa HAaXMypuBLLErocss KomaHampa. Yepes napy cekyHa OH
nogan curHan yopartb opyXxue.

— Moxewb KynuTb ropog, HO NMyTEeLEeCcTByEeTE C ABYMSI COMPOBOXAAMLLMMM. ..
HeyxTo He cTpaluHo?

— Huckonbko, — otBeTuna Jlopens.

— He Bce peluaeTcs aeHbramu. ..

— 4 3Ha, — yBEPEHHOCTN B €€ rofioce xeataro.

— W Tem He meHee, npuaeTcs BaM 3agepKaTbCs, NoKa st He Haray NponaBLUnX.

— W ckonbko e BpemMeHn Tebe HYXXKHO? — HEBO3MYTMMO crnpocuna Jlopansb.

— MuHUMYM cyTKW.

— XOopoLlo, — OHa Pe3Ko pa3BepHyfach, NOKa3biBas, YTO HA 3TOM MX Pa3roBop
OKOHYEH W HanpaBunachb KO BXO4Y B TaBEPHY.

Cnyrn 6e3 BCsIKMX YKaszaHun 1 He obpallasi BHUMaHUs Ha CTPaXHUKOB, OTKaTUIn
KapeTy obpaTHO K koHwowHe. Congatbl MM He NpenAaTcTBOBaniW, HO YXOAUTb He
cnewwmnn, NPoBoXanu HegoBONbHbIMM B3rnggamn. KomaHaup ocTtaBun Ha CTpaxe
NATEepbIX BOMHOB, @ caM BepHysicst B bawwHio. Hy»HO 6bIno CpoYHO pas3roBopuTb Mapa
0a BbISICHUTb, YTO XXe B JeNCTBUTENTIbHOCTU CBA3bIBAET €ro rocTben.

K npubbiTMioO kOMaHauMpa He3agaynvBoro rnaesy ropoga yxe onpocunun. OH
noaTeepann, 4To 6bin ¢ Jlopanb B TeYEHME OHSA, N OaXe NPUMNOMHUIT, Kak BOSbHO yXK
noao3puTenbHO Bena oHa cebsi B nocrnegHenm cembe, U Kakoe-To “0cobeHHoe” ee
obpalleHne ¢ OTKka3aBLUENCS AEBYLUKOWN.

— XM... — KOMaHOMp He cTan 3axoamTb K 3akniYeHHOMYy, U ocTarncs B
KOMnaHuMmM Gnvkanwero nOMOLLHMKA, KOTOPbIA U pyKOBOAMM AONPOCOM. — A 4TOo
poautenn? Bugenun oHn Hawy gamouky notom? ['ae-To e oHa npoxnaxganach, noka
Haw NdMMbIN M3p NonuBan ropsynMTensHoe?

— B TomM-TO 1 geno, uto HeT. Ee Buagenu Apu u Jlum. OHn cerogHa gexypunm y
Bxoaa. OcTanbHble TONbKO AHEM, B KOMMAHUK rMaBbl. ..

MomMoLwHMKOM OblN1 AOCTATOYMHO BbLICOKMMA MYX4YMHA C MOYTU TaKUMU XKe
LUMPOKNMM Mrevamu, Kak y HadarnbHuka. OH BbIrnsigen 4yTb MEHEE BHYLUUTENbHO, HO
WCKNIYUTENBHO N3-3a NPUPOAHbLIX 0COBEHHOCTEN NEPBOro, a He crnabocTu, KOTOpPOoW
y NapHs HMKOraa He Boamnock. lNoka oHu pasroBapvBan B KOMHATY Ha NEPBOM 3TaXe
BaluHn BneTen elle oauH 3anbiXaBLUWACA CTPaXHUK.

— Onbra Hawnacsk. XKnea...

— YX He mu3-3a TBOEro nNu BM3UTA Ha MNOCTOANbIN ABOP? — €XUAHO
NONHTEpPEeCcoBarncsi MOMOLLHUK.

— YT0 Cc HEN?

— Kak 6bl 9TO cKkasaTb... — TFOHEL, CMYLEHHO XUXMKHYN KU noyecan 6puTbin
3aTbinok. — B obuwiem, Hawnu ee B NpuToHe Apyn. TOT AOM, YTO Ha OKpauHe.

— CnanuTtb 6bl ero K necben maTtepu, Aa M3p He MNO3BONAS, — OTBETUN

KomaHaup, — XoTs, Tenepb He 0TBepTUTCS. Tak 4To ¢ AeBywkon? Kak ee...

— Onbra. Hy... B obwem, normanu ee BMECTe C NepeoneTon B MYXKCKYHO
ogexay nogpyrow... FoBopuT, Kak TOMbKO y3Hana o nponaxe, cobmpanacb BEpHYTbCS,
4YTO6 YCNOKOUTb poauTenen.

— Ara, nTawka pewwuna cbexaTb n3-nog Kpbina, — NOMOLLHWK paccMesancs. —
YT0 X, NposAcHMNN XOTs Bbl 3T0. 3HAYMT, OCTaNMChb TONbLKO ABoe. N H1 oHa U3 HUX
Hallen roctbe He NpUrnaHynace...



— On nn?

— XBatut! — npepsBan komaHgup. — [lNpogomknte noucku! 'oe-To OOSMKHbI
ocTaTbcs cneabl. Hocom B 3emnito u Briepes! Mbl 4OMMKHBI HANTU UX A0 HACTYNSIeHNA
yTpa. >KuBbIMu Unm MepTBbIMM. ..

— Ho ny4we, koHe4yHo, xuBbiMK. C 4ero HadyHem? [oma yxe obbickanun. Hu
3anncoK, HX NPONaBLLMX BELLEN.

— Kakon xe 4 gypak! — ykpenneHHasa 3awuTHas nepvatka Bredvartanacb
KomMaHaupy B nob, HO OH 3TOro, Noxoxe, He 3ameTun. — Casenuin! bernte k ctapuky
N xBaTanTe ero Bmecte ¢ cobakamu. 3aaptaumuTcs... a, cam nongy. MHe He oTkaxeT!

EOVHCTBEHHBIN Ha BeCb ropod 3aBoAYuK cobak OEeUCTBUTENbHO He OTKasar.
BoamyTuncs, kyaa 6e3 3Toro, HO TyT e B35J1 CBOMX JyYLUNX ULLLEEK U NPUCOEANHUICA
K nonckam. HecMoTpsi Ha NOCTOsIHHbIE »Xanoodbl N CKBEPHbLIN XapakTep, Yer0BEKOM OH
Obin go6pbLIM. A ero 3Bepu, XoTa n bpexanu, Ho 4eno cBoe 3Hanu. benbin ¢ YepHbIMK
naTHamMM Kobernb N cepasi cyka TYT Xe BCTanu Ha cnepj, a ganblle Bce nowso no
HakaTaHHOW: M nawn, N TONOT carnor, WU NOACKANE KPUKWU, KOrga CTPaXXHUKM NomManu
BO3HMKLLYIO Ha UX NyTU OBEPb.

Oesuy, obHapyxunm cnycta nondaca. OgHy 6e3 CO3HaHMA M C BbICOXLUNM
NATHOM KPOBM Ha 3aTblfike, BTOPYH — MOKPbITYIO CUHSIKAMU M XHblkatowyto. Obe
cogepxanucb B TEMHOM W CbIpOM noABare, CKOBAHHblE MO pykaM W HOram.
PacckasaTtb, YTO ¢ HUMUK ObIfO, HM 0gHAa N3 HUX HE MOrna, HO Xo3seBa u3bbl nocpeaun
neca ocobo M He OTHeKuBanucb. OBOPMNKM, YTO MOLWM HaA MNOXMLEHME, YTOObI
npogatb AeBylweKk paboToprosuyam, YTO UM He XBaTasno AEHer n Bce B TakOM gyxe.
Cnywartb »anobbl NpecTyNnHMKOB HNUKTO HE CTars, a BMECTO 3TOrO, YXXe Ha creayroLuiee
yTpO psgom ¢ balHen ckonoTunm NnomMocT.

Tpynbl, NOKaYnBaemble fErkKMM BeTepkoM, GonTanucb Ha perke OO0 Camoro
BeYepa, 1 TOMbKOo nocre obinu npeaaHsl orHio. Korga geno obino caenado, KomaHamp
CTPaXHUKOB, HabnoaaBLLMIA 3a MNIISICKOW NIaMEHU CO CTOPOHBbI, TSHXKENO B3OO0OXHYI.
Hy>XHO Bb1510 NATM Ha NOCTOANLIN ABOP M BO3MOXHO NPOCUTL MPOLLEHUSA, @ OH 3TOrO
oM Kak He nobwun...

OpHako, BCe NOBEPHYNOCb UMHade u gaxe K nydwemy. Korga oH npmbbin Ha
MecTo, Burop nuwb pasBen pykamum u coobwmn, 4yTo gama cbexana. [lpuuem,
OykBanbHO Yac Hasag. BuHbl 3a Hen He 6bINO, paccTpamMBaTbCs U OCTaHaBNMBATb
HUKTO He NbITancs, a oTpsa HabngaTenen CHANCA ewe AHEM.

— 4 nogyman, 4To pa3 AeBYLIKM HALLMUCh. .. — 3aroBOPUIT XO3ANH, — TO...

— OT1nunyHo. Tyaa el u gopora, — OTMaxHyncs KOMaHaup U BbILEN Ha ynuuy.

Houb Bblganacb TMxoM W CNOKOMHOW. [lonHaa nyHa ocBelwana Kaxabin
3aKOYNOK, Kaayl MOPLUMHKY Ha nuue BOMHA W Kaxayk [eTanb BEH3ens Ha
Katdwenca no CeBepHoMy TpakTy kapeTte. I3BO34MKM HEBO3MYTMMO NoKavyMBanucb
Ha Ko3nax, a naccaxwupka, kasanocb, AgpemMana, NpUCrOHUBLLUUCL K 3aLUTOPEHHOMY
OKOLLKY. Tak npoaosmKanock eLle € Yac, U TONbKO Korga akunax, Be4OMbl LUeCTEPKOM
rnowagen, HeCneLHO 3aBepHY 3a NOBOPOT, HA CepeamHe JOpOorM maTepmuanunisoBarncs
YesioBeYeCcKnm Cunyar.

Jlopanb pe3ko OTKpbina rnasa, a Kapeta Havana TOPMO3UTb, HE AO0XMAAACH
yKasaHuin. HakoHel, korga nepegHasa napa TSAroBblX HepelwmnTernbHO 3aTtonTanachk no
cTapomy OynbDKHUKY, XO03siMKa OTKpbina ABEepb M BbliOpanacb Hapyxy. MyxyuHa,
o4eTbIV B NNaLy, C KanoLWOHOM Jaxe He LWerioxHyncs, Jlopanb cama ABUHYNach B €ro
CTOPOHY, XXECTOM MpuKasaB Ccriyram OCTaBaTbCs Ha MecCTe.

— [lNogymaTtb TONbKO, — Hayana OHa, 3amepeB B OECATM MeTpax, — 4YTOObI
BbINTWU Ha TBOW creg MOV pOACTBEHHUKM TPATAT LieNble roAbl U Aaxe AeCATUNeTUS.



Ee ronoc, Bcerga CnNoOKOWHbIA W YBEPEHHbIA, HEMHOrO AOPOrHyn, a Ha nby
NPOSBUNUCH MOPLLNHKN.

— [Nnoxo crtapalTcs, — OTBETUI HEM3BECTHbIN, AENas Wwar HaBCcTpeyy.

JNTopanb xoTena ynblGHYTbCS, HO BbIWIIO HE OYeHb. brneaHble rybbl Bcero nuilb
CKPVBUINCb, N Ha CReayloLlleM Luare 4YenioBeka B YEPHOM >KEHLMHA HeyBEepEeHHO
OTCTpaHWUNach.

— 3HauuT, NpuLwen No MoK... XM... Aywy? Yem xxe MHe yaanochb BblAENUTLCS,
4TOObI NpUBEeYL camoro OXoTHMKa?

OTtBeTa He nocnegoBsarno.

My>X4nHa okasarncs Ha pacCTOSIHUN BbITSHYTOW PYKW, U B 3TOT MOMEHT rnasa
AaMbl 3aMONHUIMCb PaBHOMEPHbIN ronybbiM CBEYEHMEM, @ CaMa OHa PE3KO CTAHyna
C PYK nep4yaTtku, obHaxas mepuatowme TaTyMpoBKy.

ToT, koro Ha3Banm OXOTHMKOM, HUKaK Ha 3TO He cpearmpoBar.

— A 3Hato, MHe ¢ Tobown He cnpaBuTbCcA. HO 1 3gaBaTtbhCs 51 TOXXKe He HaMepeHa,
— ee ronoc obpen TBepaocTtb. — Hy, gasan!

— Jlopanb, — BHE3anHo NPOM3HEC MY>XYUHA.

OHa gepHynacb, CBET Ha4yan ucyesatb. Ee cobcTBEHHOE MMSI NOAENCTBOBAIO
Ha Hee CUNbHee MOLLEYUNHBbI.

— Thbl k€ 3HaeLb, KOro s uwy?

— Xo3sauHa KpacHon Ckanbl, Moero myxa?

— XM... 3HauuT, 9 owmbancs. Yto x... bbiBaer.

— Haxe c Tobon?

— Tem 6onee co mHon. XoTen 6bl Nnoxenatb Tebe yaayHom AOporu. ..

— Ho?

— OcrTaHoBuCb, Noeadxan B kak Tenepb roeopaTt “KoHrnomepat”... A BNpoyem,
pewartb Tebe. Yaaun. Hagerocb, He BCTPETUMCA.

UenoBek B YepHOM MnaLle nosfoXun NagoHb Ha Nieyvyo gambl, a 3aTem npowlen
MMUMO. M TONbKO Korga oH oTAanunca oT KapeTbl Ha A00pLIN OecATOK MEeTpPOB, BCe-
Takm 06epHyncsa Ha 3aMepLLYIO B HELOYMEHUN KEHLUMNHY.

— lMpoknaTtee... — npowenTtana Jlopanb. — W 410 MHe Tenepb AenaTb?



VII

Bcto Houb Wwen nponMBHOM, 6eCNPOCBETHLIN O0XAb, NPONUTABLUNN N 3EMITIO, U
Aoma U, Kasanocb, camux, NPAYYLLUNXCA B HUX Ntogen. bonbLIMHCTBO Xutenemn MMpHoO
crnanu B KpoBaTAX, Ha rpybbIX MOACTUNKAX M3 MELUKOBUHbI U Ha pa3bpocaHHOM no
3emMfe CceHe, OAHaKo, OCTaBanUCb U Te, KOMy faxe nogobHas pockowb Obina
HefocCTynHa. Bo-nepsbIX, CTpaXHukam u3 ceabMon balHu, a BO-BTOPbLIX, CEMbSM,
noTepsiBLLUMM OHEM paHee CBOUX Bnmn3kux.

BuHon TOMy ObINO KpawmHe CTpaHHOEe W Aaxe MUCTU4eckoe cobbiTme. YTo
NPOM30LLIIO HAa CaMOM Aefne — HUKTO He 3Har, HO Koraa NpoCTON KaMeHLLMK Mo UMEHN
Bunn BepHynca gomon nocne Tskenoro pabodero gHA, TO He OBHapyXXun Tam Hu
XeHbl, HN MarieHbKOro, POXA4eHHOro BCEro Mecsu, Hasag, cbiHa. Ml XoTs XXunocb UM He
BCerga nerko, HA Manewnwero nosoga ansa nobera rnaeBa ceMencTBa He fasarn, a
3HaYUT, CIY4MIIOCb YTO-TO AENCTBUTENBHO NIIOXOE... K TOMy MOMEHTY Ha ynuue yxe
cTeMHeno, n Bunn cpasy npowuen B He60MbLLUY KOMHATKY, CITY>XUBLLYO UM ChanbHen.
Tam OH 0BHapyXnn 3anUTy KPOBBHO NEXaHKY Y KPOXOTHYHO LLIAMNOYKyY, Y4TO clumnia ans
nx pebeHka xeHa.

Ha kpuk cbexanucb cocean. OgHn oTnpasunmch 3a NnomoLlblo K bawwHe, gpyrve
K MECTHOW 3HaxapKe, a ocTaribHble OKPYXunu ybutoro ropem otua. YaUBUTENBHO, HO
CTPaXXHUKWN NpUObLINM eaBa N1 He paHbLUe, YeM JOIXKHbI, yYUTbIBAs HACKOSTbKO Jareko
pacrnonaranacbk ot goma bawHs. OH1 Monya oCMOTpernuy cnasnbHI Y NULLBL NOKUBanu,
He BONbHO-TO OTBEYas Ha BOMPOCHI B3BOSIHOBaHHbLIX Niofen. HakoHel, X03anH goma
oTopBarn fMuo OT NnagoHen U SPOCTHO BLEMUICA B PEMHU 3aLUMTHOIO CHapsKeHUU
OfHOro n3 ctpaxen. 'Nasa My>X4YMHbI BCMbIXHYN THEBOM, @ PYKU HaNUINUCb TakoW
CUNOWN, YTO OTTACKMBaTb €ro NPULLITOCh BLLUECTEPOM.

— lMaTtein cnyyan 3a geHb... — NPOroBopun OAvH U3 BOMHOB, Koraa 6eponary
OTBeNnu B APYryto KOMHaTy. — Besge kpoBb 1 nponaswme. [oncku yxe Havatbl, HO
Mbl PEKOMEHAYEM BCEM MIIOTHO 3anepeTb ABEPU U JaXe He NblTaTbCs BbICYHYTbCS
HapyXy, Noka He HacTynuT pacceeT.

MecTHble criywanu ¢ packpbiTbiMK OT YOUBIIEHUSI PTaMX, HO CNOPUTb, KOHEYHO
Xe, He nbiTanucbk. Congatbl U3 cegbmMon ballHn HMKOrga HUYero He cKpbiBanu, 1 ecnu
Aerno 6bino cepbe3HbiM, Tak 06 3TOM U rOBOPUIN.

Ha cnepgytouee yTpo, korga HoYHOM A0X4b OTCTYNWUN BMECTe C TEMHOTOM, a BCS
oKpyra HanosiHMnach MroTHbIM U NPaKTUYECKN HENPOrnaaHbIM TYMaHOM, OKa3asnoch,
4YTO Nponano ewle BoceMb Yenosek. [Npnyem, NATepo U3 HUX BXOOUMN B NOUCKOBbIE
oTpsaAbl 1 ObiN U3 Yynucna cTpaxHUKoB. CuUTyaums Havana ycyryonarbCa, U MeCTHbIN
rnaBa o6bsABUI CXOf.

Cobpanuck Ha Wwnpokon nnowaan y nogHoxusa bawHu. Cnepsa pyranu congart
3a 6e3gencTBue, 3aTeM cUMTany BCeX XepTB, N TONbKO NOCrne rnase, KoM SBNANCS
y>Xe LOBOSIbHO CTapbI MYy)X4YMHA OKOMO LWECTUAECATUN NIET OT POAY, HAaKOHeL, yaanoch
npu3BaTb NOOEN K TULLMHE.

— [Mpowy, 4aBanTe NOCNyLLAEM, YTO CKaXKeM HaM yBaXkaeMbli KomaHamp!

— Cnacunbo, — ToXe He MOS0, C ceabiMu BONOCaMm 1 rnyboknmMm, MoXoXmnmm
Ha WpamMbl MOPLLMHAMMW, CTPaXKHUK BOLUEST Ha cheunarnbHbIn NocTaMeHT. — [Moucku
npoaoSKaTCcs, HO €QUHCTBEHHOE K YeMY OHU NPUBENN — Nponaxa HECKOSbKMUX HaLLMX
oonuoB. [loaTomy, Mbl BBOAUMM B ropoge upe3BblMaMHOE MOSIOKEHWe, a U3
pobposonbLeB chopmmpyem onondeHne. Opyxue BblAaguM, CONaaT K Kaxaomy
oTpagy npuctasuMm. N ByabTe yeBepeHbl! Mbl 06a3aTefnibHO HanWgemM BUHOBHbLIX W
B3OepHEM MX Ha bnuxanwem gepese!



Tonna, HECMOTPA Ha HeOOBOSLCTBO, APYXHO 3arygena, Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT U3
obuiero wyma Bblaenuncs HeobblMHO 3BOHKUI XEHCKUA ronoc, npuHaanexasLumin
MOJI040WN AEeBYLUKE C ANMMHHBIMU CBETIbIMM BOSTOCAMW.

— Bbl HaWwnm xoTb Kakne-HMbYab cnebl? He Mornm e oHM NpOCTO ncnapuTbes!

— HeTt, — Tnxo oTBETUN KOMaHAMP, HaXMypuBLLNCL. — Cnenos HeT.

— Kak Ttak? He npuspaku xe 310, B camoM-To gene!? — Ha 3ToT pa3 Kpu4arn
MY>KYMHA, CTOSIBLUMIM COBCEM BNIM3KO OT NOCTaMEHTa.

— KoHeuHo HeT! Y10 3a 6pea... — HeaoBOMbCTBO CTPaXXHUKa Ha4vano pacTu.

— A ecnun 4 ckaxy, YTO UMEHHO OHN?

[MocneaHnn rosoc okasancs HUKOMY He 3HakoM. Tonna pasomM 3aMoskria u
NOBEPHYNa rofioBbl B CTOPOHY roeopsiwiero. B 3agHux ee psgax, cpean MeCTHbIX
Xuternen, ctosna rpynna u3 4yeTblpex CTpaHHO ofeTbix Yenosek. Bce oHM KyTanuch B
nnawm, HOCUNN NEPETAHYTbIE PEMHAMU KONbYyrn 1 6binn npu opyxmn. Cpegn HUx
nMenacb 1 AesyLlKa, NOXOXasi Kak ABe Kanmu BoAbl HA NapHA psaoM, U 300POBSK C
OrPOMHbIM HE TO MOJSIOTOM, He TO KyBangow. bnvxe Bcex K MMNPOBU3NPOBAHHOMN
CUEeHe CToAn [LONroBA3bli TEMHOBOSMOCHIA MYXYMHA CpPedHuX IeT, C YepHbIMU
CBMCaOLWMMN YCaMN U CTPaHHbIM, MOXXHO CcKa3aTb, XULLHbIM npuwypoM. NocnegHue
cnosa npuHagnexanu emy.

— CnepBa ckaxu, KTo Tbl! — KPUKHYIT KOMaHOUP OXPaHHUKOB, HAXMypUBLUUCH
elle cunbHee. — YTO-TO 51 BaC HE MPUNOMHIO.

— 3710 MOXHO. 30BYT MeHst Ang. A 3T Tpoe, — OH yKasar Ha CTosALWKuX no3aau
nogen, — o6nusHeubl Jlum u JlnH, n 3gopossk Mo. Bo3amoXxHO, Bbl O Hac gaxe
crnbiwanu.

Bug y rosopswero 6bi1 AOHENb3A ropAabii U HacMewnmebii. OH S3BUTENbHO
ynbibanca ogHMMK rnasamu, NiOTHO CXKaB ryObl B TOHKYK MOMOCKY U OO CUX MOp He
nokasan nogsm pyku, gepxa ux CroXXeHHbIMU 3a CNMHOW. bpaTt u cecTpa Benu cebs
ewe Oonee HaxanbHO, O 4YeM-TO MNepelenTbiBasiCb M NEPUOANYECKM HavmHas
XUXMKaTb, @ BOT rpomMuia, pocTOM Bbllle OBYX METPOB, €AWHCTBEHHbIN U3 BCew
KOMMaHMM COXPaHAN HEBO3MYTUMOCTb W TOSMbKO MOUrpbiBan CBOMMW OFPOMHbIMU
MYCKynamMm.

Ycnblwae nMeHa He3BaHbIX rocTeN, cobpaBLUMECH Ha Nnowaan NogHANN Takown
ryn, CAOBHO pacCepPXXEHHbIN rMraHTckum yrnen. KaxxeTtcs, OHU UM BbInin U3BECTHbI.

— Yto0 ewe 3a Ang? — yamMBrneHHO, NOYTK LWENOTOM, NEPECNPOCUI CTPAKHUK,
00epHyBLUUCH K FnaBe ropoga.

— Tbl pa3Be He 3HaelWb? JTO Ke 3HAMEHUTbIE OXOTHUKM 3@ HEYMCTbIO. Jlyyine
B cBoeM fene! Vx cnaBa BbIXOAMT Aaneko 3a npegensl XaHCTBa, 0TKyAa OHU U pOgOM.

— OXOTHUKM 3a HeuncTbio? [a Tbl wyTuwb? U roe xe oHW ee, MHTEPECHO,
HaxoaaT? PasBe 4TO B NOMOWMHBLIX sIMax fa ApPYrMx OTXOXMX mMecTax! — Myxx4yuHa
paccmesincs oT COOCTBEHHOM LLUYTKN, U HE 3aMEeTUI, Kak Te, 0 KOM OH roBopwi, BbICTpo
NpuBAN3NNUCL K NOMOCTY.

— bbiBaeT u Tam. Ecnu Tbl Npo cnaroB. YTo, He 3Haewb? OTO Takne CIIM3HSKM,
HO pa3MepoM C KOpOoBY, a uHoraa un bosnblie. JlobAT TeMHble U cbipble yrnbl. Hy aa
YTO X S... NPOCTbIM CTPaXHMKaM O TakoM He roBopsAT. Mano nm KTo-To CTpycuT u
aesepTtupyet. He nopsiAoK... — OXOTHWUK rOBOPUIT CNOKONHBLIM XPUMOBaTbIM rof10CoM,
a 3aTem, ABHO 3abbIB 0 KOMaHAMpPe, NepeBESNl CBOE BHMMaHWE Ha rnasy.

— Hy yt0? [HdoroBopumca? [IBecTtn 30Mn0TbiX, N0 NATbAECAT Ha Oparta, U Mbl
pewmnm 3To HebonbLUOE 3aTpyaHEHME 3a... CEerO4HSLWHNIA AEHb.

— [a 3a4yem Mbl ero cnywaem? lNMpuwen Kakon-To HEN3BECTHbIN Yyaak, bpeguT
O Mpu3pakax u yTBepxgaeT, YTO OHW MOryT caenaTb Hawy paboTy BYETBEPOM? —
NNLO KOMaHaupa Havano NoKpbIBaTbCA KPAaCHbIMU NATHAMN.



— WmeHHO Tak. CTO MOHeT 3agaTKoM, OCTanbHble — MOCNe BbINOMHEHWS
3aKkasa, — HeBO3MYTMMO OTBETUN TOT, KTO NpeacTaBunca Angom. — Bce X genbue
He u3 nerkux. A Bnpodem, BbiGOp 3a Bamu. XoTute pasobpartbca 6e3 Hac —
noxanyncra. Mbl B 3TUX Kpasix npoe3aom, 6e3 geHer He cuamm. BepHo, Hapoa?

— Ara, — OpyXHO oTBeTUNM 6rM3HeLbI.

3popoBsik Mo nuwb Monya KUBHyI.

Bo3myuieHHble ntogun, cobpaswimecsa Ha nnowaan, CHoBa NPUHANUCH KpuyaTb.
PasroBop mexay HavanbHUMKOM CTpaXku, KOTOPbIM Tak HMYEro u He gobuncs, u
OXOTHWMKOM, KOTOpbIN obelian nopewaTb BCe pa3oM, Obifl CRbIWEH MOYTU BCEM.
Moxoxe, NnpecTnxk conagarta M3 balwHn Haxoguncs nog yrpo3omn.

— lNyckan Bo3bMyTCa! — pasgaBanock 1O TyT, To TaM. — OT Hac He ybyaer.

— BepHo! — otBevanu gpyrne. — M nycTb OTBETAT, KyAa AeBanncb nponasLume!

Ang, He cnpawmBasa paspeLleHusi, BNOPXHYN Ha MOMOCT WM 3acrioHun cobown
KOMaHOupa CTpaKHMKOB. 3aTeM, A0XOAaBLUMCb XOTb KaKOro-To nogobusi TULLWHBI,
NnoaHAN PyKn 1 3akpu4arn.

— Bce, 4TO cnyunnocb — Noxoxe Ha AeUCTBUS Npu3paYvHbiX BcagHukoB! MHave
UMEHyeMbIX roH4YnMK! BO3MOXHO, BaM LOBOAMIIOCH CrbilaTh O CKaYyLWMX B HOYM
npu3pakoB, C NPO3pPayvyHON, MOELEHHOW THUEHMEM KOXEW M MNPOCBEYMBAOLLMMMU
koctamn? O gyxax, normblimMx BO BPEMSI CPaKEHUW, HO HE Halueawmx MoKos W
BEPHYBLUMXCA C TOro cBeTa, YTOObl OXOTUTLCA Ha XMBbIX? BO3MOXHO, Bbl Aaxe

ynTanm O HUX B KHUrax, — pobaBun OH Mocrne TOro, Kak OTKIWKHYNOCb NULLb
HECKOSbKO YENOBEK.

— Tak Begb TO CKaskW... — NpoBOpYan Kakon-t1o cTapuk.

— A Hy KaK He CKa3KkW... — HeyBepeHHO Jobasunu gpyrue.

— 3Hamo geno, cnblwanu! — KpUKHYNn TpeTbu.

— OHu-To B BaweMm ropoge u nopabotanu. CmepTn XepTBbl ONA HUX He
AocTtaTovHo. BcagHukn Bcerga 3abupatoT ¢ cobon Tena, a noToOM NPOBOAAT HA HUMU
putyan, n nmbo mepTBel NpuUcoeanHAeTCa K oTpsagy, NmMbo... naeT Ha KopM KX
NMOUCTUHE YEepPHbIM AyLIaMm.

MHorne n3s cobpaBLUMXCA HW BO YTO TaKOe He Bepwunu, Aa TOMbKO, OYEHb YX
CKIMagHO rOBOPUST OXOTHUK, M OYEHb YX CUIbHO MYYMSIO UX YYBCTBO CTpaxa,
HaxnblHyBLUEe Ha ntogen ot nponaxu 6nmnsknx. O4uH NULWb KOMaHAMP, NpoLleaLwni
cnyxby B Crtonuue, 6eccunbHO Cxuman Kyrnakm 1M KpacHen oT HerogoBaHusi. OH
cumtan cebsi YeroBEKOM YYeHbIM U BepuTb B MOAOOHbLIE HebbLINWULI nepecTan
AaBHbIM-0ABHO, eLLe B OHOCTH.

— [la octaHoBuWb Tbl ero unu HeT? KTo TyT rmaBa? — psIBKHyn Ha conjar,
BCTPAXMBAs CTapuka 3a nnedo.

— A 4yt0 9?7 Tbl M3 bawHKn, Tebe n npekpawartbe. [Ja TOKMO, He nyywe nu
nocnyLwaTbCs, rMagullb Yero u CoTBopAT... — A06aBu OH HECKOJbKO TULLE.

— W 11 TYyOa xe! Teay!

KnuHok co ceBucToM BbineTen u3 HoxeH. KomaHavp TBepdo LarHyn B CTOPOHY
roBOpSLLEro, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT, He3aMeTHO AS1s OKpyXarlwwmx, 6rmsHeubl pesko
OTKMHYNX NOMbl Nnawen M npuuenunncb B HEro M3 [OBOJSIbHO BHYLUMTESbHbIX
CaMOCTpENOoB.

— Oapsa, 7ol 6 He pgepranca! — 3ameTtuna Juna.

— He xopowo, — go6asun Jlum.

3popoBsk Mo xpyCTHyn nansuamu.

— OT601. He xBaTano eule, 4ToObI HAC NPUHANK 3a pa3bonHMKOB, — NpuKa3san,
ynbIGHYBLUMCH, Ang,.



Ero HanapHuku TyT >Xe NOOYUHUIUCL, HO KOMaHOMP CTPaKHUKOB SBHO He
cnewunn octaHasnmBatbcd. OH 3akpuyan eLle nyLie npexHero n Havan 3saTb K cebe
congart, KOTopble “BHe3anHo” Ha 4YTO-TO OTBEPHYIIUCh.

— YTt0!? HenoBnHoBeHME! — rnaBHbIN CTPaXXHUK HATypanbHO B3peBer.

TyT K HEMy nogkpancs oavH U3 NMOMOLLHUKOB W, HECMOTPS Ha COMpPOTUBIEHNE
OTBEes 340pOBSAKa B CTOPOHY, NOMorasi yépaTtb Meyd B HOXHbI.

— [lycte nonpobytoT. OT Hac He ybygeT. 3akoH4yat, Torga U NOroBOpUM, —
npowentan OH Ha KpacHoe OT MPUIMBLUEA KPOBM YXO W [axe NOAMUMHyn. —
MocmoTpym Ha MecTHbIX. Hanagatb cenmyac — Bce paBHO, YTO noanucaTtb cebe
npurosop. A BOT Korga He cnpaBaTcs. ..

KomaHaup yauBneHHo npunogHsn 6poBb. [loxoxe, Krnokodywias SpocTb He
nomeLuana emy goragatbCsa O CKa3aHHOM.

— Hy, ymeH! — oH xnonHyn nogymMHeHHoro no nnedy. — Monogeu! Ocagun
ctapukal On, ronosa. [lenaun, 4to 3Haewsb. [louckn, He Bowncsa, He oTMeHto, Byay B
BawHe!

He poxuaasacb oTBeTa OH ABMHYIICA K BOpOTaM, MMMOXOAOM MornsagbiBas, Kak
BOCMPUHMMAIOT €ro oTCcTynneHne MmectHble. CobpaBLlumecsi, KOHEYHO, BO3MYTUINCD,
OQHaKO, HeOBOSBLCTBO NPOLNUIIOCH HEe A0Nro. BMeCTo 3Toro, OHM OKPYXunu rpynny
OXOTHMKOB W MPUHANUCbH 3aBanuBaTb M3 Bonpocamu. YTo npeacrasnsaoT u3 cebs
npu3paku, Kak ¢ HUIMU BOPOTHLCS, U €CTb SN LWAHCLI HANTU XOTb KOrO-TO U3 NPOMNaBLUNX
B >XuBbIX. [locnegHee KOMaHOVP YXe He Crbllasn, HO KaXeTcs, ocagy OHMU
BblAep>Xanu, n oTBeTbI TOMNY yAOBNETBOPUIIN.

YUepes yac 3anoroeas cymma Obina cobpaHa n nepegaHa B pyku Auay.

— A 3aTeM OHM noLwsivM No gomam, YTobbl OCMOTPETb MecTa Nponax... — 3asiBUS
TOLUUIN MYXMYOK B 3aTEPTON OAEXKEe, ONPOKMAbIBasA B ceba octaTkm nusa.

Kabak, B KOTOpOM OH Haxogurcd, Hocun ropgoe umsa: «KopoHa» u 6bin
€0MHCTBEHHbIM Nog0OHbIM MECTOM Ha BECb ropoA, a nocemy, cobupanucb B HEM OT
cambivi 6egHbIX, 0 caMblx BoraTbix Fl0OUTENen BbINUTb KPYXXEYKy-4pyryto u obcyanTb
CrnyYmBLUMECA 3a AeHb HOBOCTU. 3a OKHaMu ycneno CTeMHETb, Hapo4y B LUMPOKOM
3ane npubasunoch, U TeNepb OHWN OENUIUCb CBOMMW SKCNEPTHBIMU COODpaXeHNaMuU
Hac4yeT OXOTHUKOB 3a HEYMCTHIO.

— Ara... Bce 910, KOHEYHO, 300POBO, HO YTO-TO A O HUX HE Chbllwan, — 3asBuJ
coceq nepsoro rosopuBwero. — [a n 6anku, KOTopble TpaBWUi UX TMaBHbIN...
MpuspayHbin BcagHuku! MogymaTtb TONbKO... Mbl, B3pocnbie foan, U noBepunu B
ckasku!

— On-en! Y 1ebs-10, HEGOCH, HUKTO HE nponarn, BepHO? Hu XeHa, HKU go4ka
manaa? To-To u OHo! — Apyron Myx4ynHa eaBa He nepesanuncs Yyepes cton. — A BOT
y cocega moero, ®egopa, cam 3Haewsb. Hy Tak oHO 4TO Xe? 3anpeTuTb YerioBeky
HageATbcs XoTA Obl HA MecTb?

— [a 4 Xe He NpoOTUB, Yero HanetTenm? — NPUMUPUTESILHO 3aBepust NepBbIN.
— [Nyckan nopaboTatoT. He aTux, Tak Apyrnx, Koro-Hnbyap Aa pasbilwyT. ..

— Hy... A-To cTpaxu y Hac HuKyablwHble. [Nocnana Ctonuua...

— Tbl 31O 6pOCL! — Tenepb BMeLlanca TPeTUi, HEBbICOKNN, HO OYEHb KPEMKUN
AeTuHa ¢ AnMHHOM 3anneTteHHon 6opogon. — OHuM cBon xneb He 3ps eaat. Buoen
Xe, YTO U caMu C NOTEPSIMK, a BCe He OTCTYNartT U NPOAOSIKaT nckate nponasLumnx!

— BepHo! VIxHnin komaHgump Tak, Noam X Ansa Buay TOKMo 1 pyrancs. bonbHo 3a
ropgocTb uenaHynu, BOT U He cTepnen.

— TouHo, CeBa, BbiMbeM 3a 300POBbE roCrnof CTPaXXHNKOB!

YOKHYN1Cb, 3anMB CTOM CUNBHO NaxHYyLLMM NUBOM.



— W Bce xe, cTpawHo, 6patubl. XOTb M MNbSH, a CTPALUHO... — BHE3arnHo
pa3oTKPOBEHHNYArNCS NepBbI.

— Hy...

KomnaHuna pasom 3amonyana, HO Tulle B TaBepHe He cTano. B kaxgom yrny u
He TONbKO CMAENOo Tenepb Mo TakoM BOT KOMMAHUU, U B KaXXAOW U3 HUX HAaXOO4MNOChb
no oHOMY, a TO 1 MO ABa 0COB0 IHEPrNYHbIX FOBOPYHA. KeHLLUMHbI B « KOPOHY» NoYTH
He 3axaxuanu, ogHako, cerogHa Gega cobpana nog obuwien Kpbiwen GykBanbHO
BCEX, 32 UCKIMIOYEHMNEM NNLLb CaMbIX OTHASIHHBLIX AOMOCEA0B U NOCTPpaaaBLUNX.

Bbinu TyT 1 3ae3xme. Heckonbko TOProBLEB, NYTELLECTBEHHNKOB N CTPAHHbIX
Nnoao3puUTENbHbIX NUYHOCTEN, NMPUMOCTUBLUMXCA 3a OTAaNEeHHbIMM CcTonamMu. OTu
nuwb cnywanu ga Habnwoganu, B 6eceabl NOYTU HE BCTynanuM M BO3MOXHO Aymanu
O TOM, Kak 6bl UM nockopee cbexaTb.

Koraa pasroBopbl CMECTUNUCH K €AMHCTBEHHOW BaXKHOW Ha CErogHs Teme, OauH
N3 noceTuTenen MeaneHHo NOAHSNCS C AepeBAHHOro TabypeTta 1, HakKMHYB Ha rofioBy
KanoLLOH, Bbiwen Ha ynuuy. MHorve ero gaxe He 3aMeTunum, HO HECKOSTbKO CaMblIX
Tpe3BblX, CUAEBLUMX HEMOAANEKY, yKa3anu Ha YenioBeka nanbLem U TYyT XKe 0 YEM-TO
3awylwykanucb. Yepes napy CekyH4 OHW pa3oM MOBCKakMBanu C MeCT, 4TOObl
ABVHYTbCS CNeaoMm.

MMnpoBmn3npoBaHHbIN OTPSA COCTOAN M3 NATU KPENKUX ropoacknx. Hekotopble
Obln Npu opyxun. Meuen, KOHEYHO, HE UMenn, HO AYOUHbI U HOXM NpPUXBaATUNW,
CNOBHO 3apaHee roTOBUMNCH, YTO MOTYT NPUroaNTLCS.

— TuWX0, — LWMKHYN CaMbl TONCTbIN, — HE TO CyrHeEM.

— A cam-To, — OTBETWUN OpYyron, xyaee u Bbiwe. — He Gouck. He cnyrHem.
CmoTpun, Kak YeweT, Kak 6yaTo 3HaeT kyga. Jaxe 6e3 poHaps.

— BoTt 1 otnuyHo. To-TO MHe ero poxa He MnoHpaBunacb. BONbHO yX
©aHguTCcKas.

— TaK MOXeT, HaroHUM 1 NPUXNONHeM? Yero TAHYTb? — TPEeTbUM B rpynne 6bis
Kpenkuin 30opoBsik C OYEHb MMynbiM Bblpa)KeHnem nuua.

— Tebe 6bl ToNbko xnonatb... Oboxaun. Hy kak, BbiIBeOeT Ha COOBLLHNKOB. A B
ncToputo ¢ npuspakamu He Bepto! JTroackmx pyk geno! Ytob a cgox, noackmx!

— Yry... A ewe OoH nosiBUNCA akkypart nepeg nponaxamn. 3yb gato, He NpocTo
Tak!

— ON, — YeTBepTbIN YNeH «OoTpsda», HU3EHbKUN CTAPUYOK C XKUITUCTbIMU
pyKamu, nonpaBuil NPUKPENNEHHYo K nosicy ayonHky. — 3aTkHynuck Bce. OpeTe, kak
cTago cobak...

K ToMy BpeMeHU 1 OHUK, N Npecnesyembii UMW My>XHUMHA OTOLLSM OT TaBEpPHbl Ha
AocTaTtoyHo 6ornbLloe paccTosiHMe, ocTaBunNun nNo3aan baluHo n nog NoKPOBOM HOYM
NpUGNN3NNUCL K OKpaunHe, rae ObINM pacnonoXeHsl 6onblIne cknagbl U1 MacTepckue.
TyT npecnegoBaTtenu CHoBa Hadanu CnopuUTb, a KOraa BEPHYNUCb B3rNS40M K He
OCBELLEHHOMY NpoXoay Mexay AepeBAHHbIMKM Bapakamu, He3Hakomel, ycrnen Kyaa-
TO nponacTb. c4es, CnoBHO HMKOrAa 1 He BbIno.

OT10 BbLICTPO NPMBENO NX B YYBCTBO, 3acTaBuno cobpatbcst n Bectn cebsa Tuxo,
OQHaKO, BCe oKa3anocbh HanpacHO. CKoMnbKo Obl OHU He NiyTanu B TEHSX OT 06ne3nbIX
AoLLATbIX CTEH, CKOSbKO Obl HE BCMATPUBaNmMCb B HOYb — OBHapYXnTb HEM3BECTHOIO
Tak U He yganocb. W Bce Xe, Koraa YneHbl oTpsiga COBCEM YX OTYasNUCb, rae-To
cboky, Bnvxe K oKkpyxarowemy ropoa rfecy, KOTopbid LyMen npsaMo TyT Xe, 3a
HEBbICOKMM 4aCTOKOSIOM, MOCHbIWANUCb CTPaHHbIE 3BYKM, MOXOXWE Ha JOACKON
LUenoT.

lMpecnegoBaTenn HaCTOPOXMANCL N HA4Yanm mMonya ABUratbCsl Ha NOL4OrHYTbIX
Horax. Yem Gnuxe oHn noabupanucb, TEM OTYETNIMBEE CTAHOBUIOCH, YTO UCTOYHMKM



3BYKOB — IOAN, @ He NpuyvyanmMBble 3aBbiBaHUS BeTpa B TymaHe. [[0nocoB Obino
Tpoe: ABa MYXCKUX U OOWUH >XeHCKnin. HeBnaumkn 6ecenoBann 0 YeM-TO 3HAKOMOM.
[MepBbIi B LEMNOYKE XECTOM YyKasan ocCTanbHbIM HE LWYyMEeTb, NpuxaB K rybam
yKasaTenbHbI Nanew, a caMm Hanpasuncs Bnepea, K 3abopy.

— ... OHM CIIMLLKOM HanyraHbl, 1 Bpsi4 N OTNPaBsATCSA Ha MOUCKW, — roBopuna
aesyuwka. — PaccnabbTecs.

— A Kak xe cTpaxn? He gymato, 4To KOMaHOup OTCTynuTbCHA. Bugenu ero
KpacHyto OT 3110CTU poxy? [0na Hero aTo Aesio npuHumna.

— XBaTuUT oTBreKkaTbCcs. bepute aTUX ABOUX N 3@ MHOW.

MocneaHun y4acTHUK 6eceibl He OCTaBWUI y MPSYYLLErocs 3a YoM ckraga Hu
Manenwmx comHeHun. fonoc Amaa, rnaBapsi OXOTHMKOB, 3aNOMHUIICA €My XOPOLLO.
BbInn B HEM Kakme-To 0cobeHHble, MOXXHO CKa3aTb, n3geBaTesibCKne HOTKU, KoTopble
CNOBHO LENNSANNCH KPHOYKaMK 3a YLUN.

— KaxeTcs, y KOro-to CAmLKOM ANMMHHBLIA HOC M 3TOT KTO-TO NOBUT coBaTb ero
KyZa He crnefyeT, — BHe3arnHo Npou3Hecrna AeByLlKa 1 YCMEXHynach.

[MonHoBaTbIn MYyXXYMHA, Oyay4M YBEPEH, YTO OBWXKETCA MakCUMarbHO TUXO,
BCTPENEHyNcs 1 OTCTYNWI Ha NAaTb waros Hasag. Caenatb 6onbwe emy He ganu. OH
ynepcs CAMHOM BO 4YTO-TO TBEpAOE W MEANIeHHO, edBa NN He 3aXMYPUBLLUCH,
noBepHyn ronosy. Hag ero n 6e3 Toro HEBLICOKOW OUrypor HaBucan 340POBEHHbLIN
CUNYaT, AepXalluin B pykax MOSoT.

OH MeaneHHOo NOAHAN CBOE OPYXME Haf CXKaBLUMMCS B CTPaxe MECTHbBIM U yXe
cobupancsa obpyLLINTb ero BHU3, KakK Y XXepTBbl MPOCHYCS UHCTUHKT CaMOCOXPaHEeHNS
N OH Bbldan Takomn KpuK, YTo cMor 6bl pa3dyamte nm nonropoga. Mo aTo He CcMyTUNO
N OH MOCnewunn 3aBeplunTb HadaToe, O4HAaKo B 3TOT MOMEHT c3agu MOACKOYMn
NPSAYYLUNECS HANAPHUKN MY>KYUHBI, @ YCTPEMIEHHbIN K rOfI0BE XXEPTBbl MOMOT TaK U
3aBUC Ha cepeauHe nyTu.

300pOoBSAK HaMpAr BCE MbllLbl CBOMX TMrAHTCKUX PYK, HO OPYXWe CrOBHO
3aCTpsnNo MU HUKAK He ABUranocb: HU BHU3, HU 0BpaTHO HaBepx. YenoBek B YepHOM
KanoLLIOHE, HEMOHATHO KaK OKa3aBLUMWACHA MeXAy HMM M MECTHbIM, Aepxan ero y
camoro bGorka n gake He MOpLUUIICS.

Mo 3apbiyan. BeikuHyn Bnepea Hory, 3agen Nyilb BO34yX U Ha CeKyHAY NoTepsn
paBHoBecue. K ToMy e, MONoT oka3arncs Ha cBoboge 1 NoTAHyN Xo3siMHa 3a cobon.
OH ¢ Tpyoom BeINPAMUICS, 3aMaxHYIcs elle pas aa Tak U 3aMmep, He BUas Kyaa outb.
[MONHBIN KPUKYH ONYCTUCSA HA 3EMII0 AEeCATbIO MeTpamMu No3agu, a BblTalMBLLWKN €ro
HEeN3BECTHbI CHOBA ABUrancsa HaBCTpeuy.

— Cnacubo, — npokalnsin CnaceHHbl, KOTOPOro TYT e MOoAXBaTWUMu
ToBapuwn. — Byab ocTopoxkeH. OHM OXOTHUKN 32 HEYUCTLIO. ..
— 3a HeYnCTbH... XM... — rorioc YerioBeka B YepHOM ObiNn CMOKOEH.

— KT0 370 Kk Ham noxanosan? — AoHecnocb u3-3a yrna. — C Mo wyTku nnoxwu,
HO Tbl 4O CUX NOP XKUB...

Ang aBuranca Msrko, akkypaTHO CTymnasi C HOCKa Ha MATKY U paccTervsas Ha
xogy nnaw,. MNog HMM Obina HageTa KoXaHasa 3alMTHast KypTka, He CTecHsALas
OBWXEHUN, a Ha Nosice BMUCEN KPUBOMW, O4EHb NONYNAPHbIA B XaHCTBe, ATaraH. Yepes
MrHOBEHbE KIMHOK OKasariCa B ero pyke, a 4yepes [Ba — HanpasfieH B CTOPOHY
YyernoBeka B YEPHOM.

— ABpausn, — OoTBeTUN TOT, Npogosnkas npnbnmkatbcs. — OObIYHO A TakUM He
3aHMMaloCb, HO CEroAHs caenar UCKITYEHNE.

Ang ynbibHyncs, 6necHyB ctanbHbiM 3yO6OM, U B 3TOT XE€ MOMEHT C KPbILLM
onwxkanwero 6apaka Ha roeopsiwero ynana TeHb. OcTaBwmecs no3agn MecTHble



efBa ycrnenu packpbiTb PTbl, YTOObI NONbLITATLCA €ro NpeaynpeanTb, HO B MOMOLLM OH
He Hy)Xgancs.

ABpaunn HEMHOro OTLarHys B CTOPOHY M NOABEPHYI KOpMyc, 4Tobbl MPONyCTUTb
CBEPKHYBLUMI B HOYM KWUHXar, a 3aTeM pe3ko pybaHyn HanaBwero cxxaTon nagoHbo
B nepyatke. Yaap npuLenca TOYHO B e, Nog OCHOBaHWE Yyepena. XpycT 6bin Takon
3BOHKMI, YTO K XXenyakam HabnogaBLumx MECTHbIX NogkaTuia ToWwHoTa.

[flonoBa Hen3BeCTHOro npbiryHa AepHynacb, CNOBHO Yy TPANUYHON SPpMapOYHON
KyKISibl, @ CaM OH BrieTenN B 3eMit0 rpyabto 1 6onbLle He LeBenuncs.

— JInm! — XEeHCKUI KpUK pasHeccs Mo yrinam v 3actaBui CMOTPSALWMX 3a 6oem
B34POrHyTb.

— Yxogu! XKuo! — psaBkHyn Aua.

YXMbISiKa ycrnena crnonst ¢ ero nvua u Kasanocb, YTO pyka OXOTHMKa crnerka
nogparnBaet. OH BcTan psgom ¢ Mo, nepeBen B3rnsgg C YerioBeka B YEPHOM Ha
MepPTBOro HanapHuka, a 3aTem, Korga BHOBb MOAHAN rnasa BBepX, SiMLO CO LpaMoMm
MeXay rnasaMmm okasanocb Mo4YTW YTO nepen cambiM €ro HOCOM, Ha pPacCTOSHUK
BbITSAHYTON PYKW.

Ang peneKkTopHO BbIKMHYN Briepes KIMHOK, pUCYst UM AnaroHanbHYy0 YepTy OT
nosica Kk Heby, HO cTanb paspesana nulb BO34yX, @ He MPOTAHYTYK NafoHb B
nepyatke. OQHOBPEMEHHO C 3TMM B 3eMn BOH3unca monot. OgHako, Aspawun
caenan Bcero oguH Lwar, He Bonblue JecaTka CaHTUMETPOB, U KPOXOTHOE ABWXKEHME
crnacno ero ot nonagaHusa obounx opyxuin cpasy.

— LWWycTpbi, — pblkHyn Mo, Bbligeprueas 3acTpsiBLUYHO KyBangy.

— CocpepgoTtoubca. Mbl — cuntan Tpynbl, nonpobyem BbiMrpate BpeMs A1
JTnH.

300pOoBSK yTBEPOUTENBHO KMBHYM, U ABpann yCTaBuUICA B TEMHOTY HOYM, rae
npsitanacb OCTaBLUASICA B XMBbIX AeBYLUKA. Ha 3TOT pa3 OXOTHMKK Hananu nepsbiMn
n 6pocunuck cpasy ¢ ABYyX CTOPOH. Ang, 3aKkpyunmBasi KNMHOK XUTPbIM HEMbICITUMbIM
y30poM, a Mo, no 06LIKHOBEHWIO CBEPXY.

HabniopaBlume 3a 60em co CTOpOHbI HE obnagany HU XOPOLUMM 3PEHUEM, HU
peakuuen, n To, YTO NPOM3OLLIIO Nocne, CMa3anoch A4S HUX B CMYTHOE cepoe-YyepHoe
NATHO. ABpauwn crnerka noAcen, CKMMasch B XXMBYIO NPYXXUHY, a 3aTeM caenan CoBcem
YXK akpobaTmyeckoe OBWXeHWe, Kak ByaTo spMapoyHbii akTep. ThiflbHOM CTOPOHOM
neBON nagoHn oTbun B CTOPOHY ATaraH, a pebpom npaBoW CTYMHU BbICTPENUS
HaBCTpe4Yy MOMOTYy, OEMOHCTPUPYSA He4verioBeYecKkyro pacTskky. [lepBbin yaap
pa3bun ctanb, COBHO CTEKMNO, BTOPON — MepenoMmnn pyKosiTb KyBarnzabl nocepeaunHe,
N OXOTHUKM OCTanucb 6e3 opyxus.

Mo eLue nonpoboBan 3ageTtb ABpanna obpybkom, HO OTBETHas aTtaka Obina ans
Hero nocnegHen. OXOTHWKW, KaK MNOAKOLUEHHblE, PYXHYNU B rPA3b M OCTanucb
HeOBWXKHO nexaTtb Ha XunBoTax. [loxoxe, My>X4nHa B YepHOM caepXancs, Beab oba
elle ablanu, 1 Xpycta KocTen, Kak B criydae ¢ Jlumom, He npo3By4arno.

— CHumanTe nosica, — nporosopun nobeantens, obpallascb K 0CONOBEBLUNM
OT NpousoLleero MecTHbiM. — [locTaBuTe UX K CTPaXKHMKaM.

Tenepb, Korga ckopoTeyHas gpaka 3aKOHYUMOCh, KaxXadbld U3 3TUX NPUTUXLLUNX
nogen ocosHan, Yto nogobHoe MOrfo NPoM3ONTU U C HUM, PeLUMB OHU HanacTb Ha
Nnoao3pUTENBHOIO rOCTA YyTb paHblie. B 3TOT MOMEHT, Korga ux npenaTteribCku
Apoxallume pyku NOTAHYNMUCh K nosicam, pasgancs rnyxon He TO BCKPUK, HE TO Xpwn.
ABpaun HaknoHuncs kK Mo n nepeBepHyn 340poBsiKa XUBOTOM kBepxy. U3 weun
NMOBEPXXEHHOro Nunacb KpoBb. HOX Obinl TyT ke, OKOMO pas3XxaBLlencs MepTBOW
nagoHwu.



Aung ¢ Tpyaom NoBepHys B CTOPOHY HanapHWKa nvuo, 1 B rnasax y Hero 3acTblf
CTpax, 3aMeTHbI Aaxe B TeMHoTe. YenoBek B YEpHOM [LEPHYNICHA, HO TyT Xe
ocTaHoBuncd. >KenaHuma 3akOHYUTb XWU3Hb, Kak cgenan ato Mo, BO B3rnsge
KomMaHaupa He 6bIo.

[MepBbIM NocCre Cny4YmBLLErOCH 3aroBOpuUn MyX4mHa, KoToporo Aspaun cnac ot
HeMuHyemon cmepTn. OH MeasieHHO, eCnn He cka3aTb, TPYCMMBO, NpUonmnanmnca K
CMOKOMHO NPUCIOHMBLLEMYCSA K CTEHE Bapaka cnacuTento 1 ykasan Ha nieHHuKa.

— Cnacubo. A yx gymar, MHe KoHel, — MY>KUYOK NOKNOHUACS, AEMOHCTPUPYS
Ha4aBLUMI NbICETb 3aTblNoK. — HO noyemMy oHu Hanann? OHU e BbI3BaANUCb NOMOYb
ropofy CrnpaBuUTbCs C NPU3padHbIMU BCaaHUKAMM. ..

— [puspayHbiMn BcagHukamu... XM... Ckaudywme no Heby mepTBeubl C
ropsilnMm rnasamu, noxuuatome nogen ns nx 4oMoB? lNongem, — oH OTTOSNKHYICS
CMMHOM N MeafeHHO nobpen 3a yrosn, 0TKyaa, CKopee BCEro, U NOKa3anncb OXOTHUKN.

Uepe3 MWHYTY nepea nocrnefoBaBLUMM 32 HUM MYXXYMHOM NpeacTarno XyTKoe
3penuLle, N OH COrHysnCcsl Nonosiam, OnycTollass CBOM HE OYEeHb KPEMKWI XKenyaok.
Tam, B TYCKIOM cCBeTe €AWHCTBEHHOM namnagkui, B OTKPbITOM ABEPU OOHOro 13
CKIagoB, BUAHENUCb OeneHbKne, COBCEM €ELLE AETCKUE HOXKKM.

— OT0 X CblH... OX... — ero cHoBa BbIpBarno.

— OHM gOMKHbI BbINM OTTALLNTL MEPTBbLIX 3@ FOPOA, HO Thbl yCnen UM nomeLlaTb.

— A? — vicnyraHHO NpowenTan My>X4YnHa u o6nn3Hyn Bblcoxwuune rybeol.

— Tbl n TBOM Apy3bss, — ABpaun npucen okono 6esgbixaHHOro pebeHka,
NPUKOCHYICS PYKOM K OCTaBMEeHHbIM PSAOM crieaM, a 3aTeM yKasasn Ha HUX CMYyTHUKY.
— Bor, cmoTtpu. NMongeTte BOOMNb 3TON LENOYKN. Y YacToKona, ckopee Bcero, byaet
CINTOMaHO HECKONbKO BpeBeH, YTOObI HE BpocaTh Tena Yepes Bepx.

— Ho MbI e Hu4ero He...

— Cioga HanpasnseTca oTpag cTpaxu. OHM NOMOryT Ono3HaTh XepTB.

UenoBek B YEPHOM MOAHANCHA, HAKUHYM Ha rofloBy CBASIMBLUMINCS KantOLIOH U
CKpbIn nuuo 6angaHon. MyxymMHa n3 TaBepHbl XoTen BbISIo YTO-TO ckasaTb, HO c3aau
nocnblwancsa rnyxom TOMOT TSXenbix canor, a OykBanbHO 4Yepe3 MrHOBEHbE Ha
HebonbLWOoW NATAYOK 3eMNN Neped CKNagom Bblbexan uenbin oTpsa nogen ums
BawHn. ABpanna Kk ToMy BpeMeHU yxe He bbino. OH CHOoBa uc4yes, OCTaBUB Nocne
cebs nuwb ABa oTnevaTka, MOMEHTaNbHO 3aTePTbIX TSHXKENbIMU canoramu.

*k%*

KapeTa ¢ BeH3ensmm MepHO nokaumBanacb No TpPakTy, BieKOMasi LLIECTEPKOM
nowagen. N3Bo3yunkn, 3akytaHHble B HanaxoHbl, NOYTU HE NPaBWUiN, U XUBOTHbIE
ABuranmcb kak 6yato camm cobon. B umkapHOM canoHe Ha AuBaHe nonynexana
Aama. Ee Beku 6b1nmn NprKpbIThI, @ caMa OHa, Ka3anoch, Apemarna. BHesanHo no teny
XKEHLLMHbI NpoLuencsa o3HoO, 1 Jlopanb OTKpbIna rnasa.

— [Mpocbba? BoT 310 cropnpus... — NPOroBopuna oHa BCyxX U BbINpsiMUniach.

MuHYT 4epe3 fgecAaTb KapeTa Havana Topmo3uTb. A 3aTtem, Korga koneca
OKOHYaTeslbHO OCTaHOBUIIMUCh, W NoLWaaun 3adblipkany Ha MecTe, CHapyXu pasgancs
KPWK.

— Hukomy He gBuratbca! Bel y MeHs Ha npuuene!

JNlopanb B3goXHYNa M cmeno notsHynacb K asepwu. Ha gopore, npsmo nepeg,
3KMMaxeM CTosiNa AeBYyLUKa C HaTASHYTbIM 4O npegerna fiykoM, U Bua y Hee Obin o4eHb
pewmnTesbHbIN.

— Tebs 30ByT JINH? — cnpocuna xo3sinka, 3apaHee 3Hasi OTBET.



— OT1Kyga... A Hy, 3aTKHUCb, Noka xuea! OTcTernBante nowagp, U Toraa, MoXxeT

OblTb, HUKTO HE NocTpadaeT, — Ha ee nuue 3aurpana 3nobHas yxmbinka. — Bam
CTONbKO HU K YeMYy, @ MHE NPUroanTCS.
— KaxeTtca, mbl noytn gobpanucb 0o cegbmon bawHu, — nporosBopuna

Jlopank, NOBEPHYBLUMCH K U3BO34YMKaM.

— KaxeTtcs, g npegynpexganal — psiBkHyna Jlns, cnyckasa TetuBy. — [lamoykam
Ha gopore He mecTo!

Ctpena co cBUCTOM OTMApaBufacb K UenuW, HO He fonetena Kakux-Hnbyab
nonmeTpa 1 ynana npamo K obyTbiM B U3sILHbIE CanoXku Horam. [nasa Jlopanb
Hanunucb ronybebiM cBeToM. U ee ynblbka Bbirnsggena Kyaa cTpallHee, Yem Ta, YTo
Oblna y «OXOTHULbI» Napy MrHOBEHUIN Ha3aga.

Uepes cekyHay nec npopesan XXyTKUA NpeaCcMepPTHbIN KPUK, UCNYraBLUMIA HOYHbIX
nTuy, a Yepes ABe — HacTynuna TULWnHa.



VIl

Tpouua MONOAEHBbKMX AeByLIEK CHoBana no HebonbLoMy YHOTHOMY 3any,
nogxurasa npunaceHHole MO yrrnam cBeuu W namnagku. Kro-To paccraBnan
MONyKPYroM CTynbs U NlaBKW, Apyrme Hecnm K noTpeckusarowemy kamumHy 6onblioe
yaobHoe Kpecro. Xo351MH kabayka TwaTtenbHO NpoTupan Kpyxku and nuea n otesapa
N aKKypaTHO, C KakoW-TO 0coBov MneaaHTMYHOCTbIO, pasMellan Ux B maeanbHyo
NVHUIO Ha cTonewHuue. YacTb rocten yxe cobpanack n 396510 TSHyna pyku K OrHio,
YacTb elle TONMbKO noaxoauna, MOCTOSIHHO Xronas MoYvTU He 3aKkpbiBaloLencs
ABEPbI0 N HArOHSAS YINNYHbIN XOSOA.

[eHek, HecMOTp4A Ha no3gHee, nepexosee B OCEHb NeTO Bbl4ancs COBCEM He
TennbIM, a HOYbO, Brivxe K yTpy obelany yaaputb 3amopo3ku. Bo Bcsikom cnydae,
06 3TOM Cyaaumnm MeCTHble 3HaTOKN NPUPOAHBIX SIBIIEHUM, YCNEBLUNE APYr C APYTrOM
nepesgopoBaThCs N 3aHATbL MecTa Nobnumxe K TOMy caMOMY Kpecny, BOKPYr KOTOPOro
N CTPOUNOCb CerogHsalHee ybpaHCTBO TaBepHbl. Victopun maTywkm LLnumu Bcerga
nonb30oBasniMCb YCNexoM, U 3TOT Beyep He A0SmKeH Obin cTaTb UCKIYEHWeM, Belb
BECTWN O 3HAMEHUTOM paccKasyunue OaBHO yxe pasneTenuck 3a npeaenbl HebonbLon
AepeBYLIKN Y NOAHOXbA BOCbMOM CTOPOXXeBOW baluHu.

Cama oHa fo cux nop He nosisunack, HO 0bbI4HO, Korga 6abylika, Begomas nog
PYKYy BHYYKOW, elle TOSNbKO BXOAMNa B TaBepHy, BCe roCTU yxe Oblnv Ha mecTe U
Teprnenueo xJanu, rpesacb PUPMEHHbIM FOPSYMM HaruMTKOM XO3AWHA UMW 4YeM-TO
cnerka nokpenye.

— WHTepecHo, 0 4yem OyaeT CerofHsALWHAS UCTOpUS? — npoLIenTan Ha yxo
CMyTHULE OANH U3 MY>XUNH.

— He 3Hato. NocnegHee Bpems oHa nepecTtana roBoputb 06 3TOM 3apaHee.

— Hapetocb, 370 He CBSI3aHO CO 340POBbLEM, — BMELLANCs NOXWNon rocnogux,
CUOALWNIA NO APYryo pyKYy. — XOANUNU CryXn, YTO OHA TacKaeTCH C BHYYKOW He NPOCTO
Tak. [epenaeT en CBOKO MyapOCTb.

— CrTpaHHass geB4oOHKa, Monyanueas M Henwogumas... A rmasa? Hy ToyHo
Bonybn! — npowentana npoberawwas MUMO MOMOLHMLA XO03aMHa, ob6aas
cobpaBLUMXCS 3anaxoM CBEXUX Arod v WypLuaHmem obok.

JTrogn npogomkmnun Tuxo 6ecegoBaTb B NpeaBKYLUEHUN YEro-TO UHTEPECHOrOo, a
MeXay TeM, roCTen CTaHOBMIOCh BCe Bonblue 1 6onblue, noka CcnycTs Kaknx-Hmbyab
AecAaTb-NATHagUaTb MUHYT 3an He 3abuncs 0o oTkasa. OctaBunm nywb HeBObLLIOW
NpoxoA4 AnS rnaBHOro AenCTBYIOLWEro nuua n MArkyt noayLwKky psiaoM C ee Kpecriom
Ans BHyYKn. CBeun Obinn 3aX0KeHbl, 4pOBa B KAMUHE YIOTHO NOTPECKMBAM, a YanHUK
COBCeM Yxe 3akuner. Hekotopble cngenv ¢ NMBOM, Apyrue xaganuv npsHbii oTeap, U
Aaxke Korga MecTa 3aKOHYUITUCh, HUKOrO U3 BHOBb NPUOLIBLUMX HE BbiroHANW. Jliogen
NycTUNM No CTeHaM, cpasy B HECKONbKO pSLOB, U OT 3TOr0 B TaBepHe CTano eule
Tennee.

HakoHeu, ABepb CO CKpMNOM pacnaxHysnocb, U nuua cobpaBLUMXCA pa3om
NOBEPHYNNCL KO Bxody. B ocBelyeHHbI MpoeM M3 YNIMYHOW TbMbl LIArHynm OBsoe.
[peBHAsA cTapyLuka, C HAKMHYTbIM MOBEPX CKagyaTon oaexabl NaTtkoM U KOXXaHbIM
YenuoM Ha rosioBe, U COBCEM €eLLe oHasa AeBunua C yronbHO YepHbIMU pacnyLeHHbIMU
BOSI0OCaMu, B NPOCTEHBKOM TEMHO-3€MEeHOM NnaTbe. [nasa nepson Obinn 3aKpbIThl U
HUYEro He BMAENW, BTOPOW, NOLAEPXKMBaKOLWEN ee NnoL PyKy, CMOTpenu Ha
cobpaBLUnXcs B TaBepHe AENCTBUTENBHO NO-3BEPUHOMY, CO CMECbI OCTOPOXKHOCTH,
cTpaxa v yauBreHus.



[eByLika Monya nposesia CTapyLlKy K Kpecrny U noMmorfnia en ycectbcs, a cama
onycTunacb Ha nogyLuky, nogobpas nog cedsi HOrw.

— CkonbKO e Bac cerogHs... — MpoTsHyna Hespsdas. — Cobpanucb
nocnywaTb oaHy u3 uctopun lnmmn? Xe-xe...

HecmoTpsa Ha 4eNCTBMTENbHO MPEKITOHHbIN BO3PacT, POT €€ Oblf1 NOMIOH POBHbIX
Oenblx 3y0OB, YTO OYEHb CWIIbHO KOHTPACTMpPOBaNO CO CMOPLUEHHbIM U
MOPLUUHUCTBIM JIMLIOM, MOKPbITEIM CTap4yeCKMMn NaTHamu. [leBodka yTBepaMTENbHO
KMBHyna.

— XopoLwo-xopowo. Yero 66l Bam pacckasatb... CeMmeH, pasHocu oTBap. M He
3abyab Nnpo maneHbkyto LLn!

MaTywka CHOBa XWXUKHyna W, Kasanocb, 3agymanacb, a XO03fMH C
NOMOLLHMLIAMM TMPUHSANCL HanvMBaTb MO KPYXKaM  ObIMALWMACA HanNUTOK WU
nepegaBsatb UX NPOTAHYBLUMM pykn ntogam. Kakoe-To BpeMs B 3arne CTOsif WopoX, HO
Koraa Bce Mony4vunm xenaemoe, ctarno 3BeHsLLe TUXO.

— Hy u4to X... — cTapywka obsena cobpaBlnxcs cnenbiMyU 3aKpbITbIMU
rnasamun. — KaxeTcs, cerogHs ocobbln criydam n ocobble crnywaTenu...

*k%*

Korpa-to gaBHO, ©ecuumcneHHble NokoneHusa Hasag... Xunu torga nwogum BO
ABopuax, kK Hebecam NPOTAHYBLUMXCSA Aa Ha COrHUe OT 30Mn0Ta GnecTtawmx. XoanTb
He xoaunu — Bce e3gunu, 6en He 3Hann, He gymarnu, a Korga u gymanu, To TOYHO yXK
He 0 ObITUS TWeTHOCTU. KoM OHO, HECOMHEHHO 1 ObINO, N ANUIIOCbL Ha COTHMU NeT.

BarnaHyn Torga Ha ato bor Bo3amesgus, Ha ropofa npen HAM paccTunarowmecs
N TaK paccepansica OT YBUAEHHOrO, YTO 0OpyLUNIT Ha NIOACKUE FOSTOBbI Kapy, Kakon He
3Haso YenoBeYyecTBO 4a C CaMOro CBOEro 3apOXKaeHus.

Ynan c Hebec [OXOb OrHEHHLIN Aa Ha 3eMt0, HAa MOPS N PEKKU, Ha NoAeN 1 Ha
BCe, Yero nux pyku korga nnbo kacanuck. MNoteknu no ynuuamm nOTOKM pacKaneHHble,
N 3annakanu obnaka cnesamu A40BUTbIMK, O cyabbax yenoBeyeckux B ckopbu. U
NpogOomMKanoch BCe WeCTb AHEN U LWEeCTb HOYEN, NOKa Ha ceabMOKM He nogynu BeTpa
yparaHHble M He pacnbinunM OT NILEN nenesni OCTaBLUMNCS U HE pa3Hecnun ero o
camoro Kkpasi Mmpa, 1 He obpyLINNK B BOAbl OKeaHa BESTUKOro.

Kak pacTtasn ToT nenen B NyYnMHE CUHEKLWEN, Tak U CTUXNIM BETpa Aa crnesbl
OKOHYMNUCb. W conHue n3-3a Tyd BbIMMISHYNO, He rpes, HO obxuras, ga TONbKO U
HEKOMY MM Hacnaxpgatbca cTano. [lopywunuck GawHu K HeBy yCTpeMNeHHble,
pacnnaBunucb goma xenesHole. [lormbnn ux cosgatenu, n geTm ux U BHYKU, OO0
camoro, 4YTo HM eCTb KoHUa u Kpasd. Camo 4yenoBeyvyecTBO Ha rpaHu MCYE3HOBEHUSA
3ameprio, nNoa Horm cede B3rnsiHyso 1 ykacHyrnoca. MNogHAno ronoBbl K HEBY, 1 Xyxe,
4YyeM packaneHHble Pekn OHO Kasanocb, W 3Be34-TO BMAHO He Obiio, a Te, 4To
npornageisanu, Bce bonblle 6edy npMmaHusanm.

BarnsaHyn Ha 1o Bor n 6bin OH coAesiHHbIM [OBOSEH, MU BHOBb yaanumncs B
4YyepTorn cBOW, OCTaBMB ftogen nog OKOM HEMUMIOCTMBbLIM, 63 eaMHON BO3MOXHOCTH
K NpOA0IKeHUo poaa. Ho BbIWNM Ha CBET BbIKMBLLME, C KOXEN rOpPSLLEN U rrasamu,
TOCKM 1 nevanu nosiHbIMn, 1 OTPUHYIK cyably Ans HMX npegHadvepTaHHyo. U Havanu
pa3MHOXaTbCA OHW, Hanepekop 3agymke OOXeCTBEHHOW. PasMHoOXaTbCs, WU
4YesloBe4YeCTBO NO Kpynuuam ManbiM BOCCTaHaBnMBaTb: KAMEHb Ha KaMeHb CTaBUTb
Aa 3anucu ynmtaTtb CTapuHHbIE, YTOObI 3HaHMS OparoueHHbIe B TEMHOTE BEKOB Aa He
pacTtepsanucs. He Bce yganock cnacT BbXKMBLUUM, MHOFOE 1 MHOTME CTUHYNK, cyabbe
Ha noTexy, a poAaHbIM Ha rope. A BHOBb OOpeTeHHOEe NOLONry He BbICTamMBano u B



nenen paccbinanocs, cTonb 60XbA APOCTb CUMNbHA Ka3anocs, YTO CNyCTs CTONETUs B
NOOCKUX TBOPEHUAX NPOSIBASETCS.

OpHako, Ha TO YerioBEK M KPernok, YTO MPOCTO Tak He caaeTcs OH. Bo3HWMknn Ha
pyvHax ropoga YydecHble M no cuio nopy croswme. MocTpoeHHble MO 3aBeTam
nNpeaTevYMHCKMM, MatepvanamMmun OpPeBHUMW YKpernmneHHble W foabMU  CUSTbHBIMA
Begomble. W ctanu Te ropoga cTonvuamu, rocygapcTs MarnbiX U BENUKUX, MasKamu
ANA nogen cnacuTernbHbIMKU, YTO BO TbMe paspylueHuUs CBETUMM U nog 3HameHa
Hapog cobupanu.

He Bce B TO Bpemsa nagunock. M yacto cnyyanocs, 4To y 4YernoBeka ypoAubl
poXganucs, a Te U3 HUX, KTO Ha Nogen NoxXoxu Obinn, B HyTpe CBOEM YyAOBULLIAMU
cTaHoBUNUCS. KTO LIepCTbio MNOKPbLIT, KTO YellyndaTbiin, 1 6binmn cpegm HUX ¢ rnasamm
KowaybnumMun a sisblkaMmu 3amenHbIMK. [locnectena rHeea 6oXXbero NposBUNNCS U 4o
CUX Nnop mHoraa BcTpevatoTcd. [MpocTomMy rnasy He Bcerga 3aMeTHble, Aa U NI0LgbMU
CKpblBaeMble, a BCe Xe npupoaa npuyyanvea, n MoxeT ObiTb, CTapyLlka npes samu
cvasLWas — TakuM BOT YyOBULLIEM SBMNSETCS.

Ho 6b1510 1 elle ogHO AOXASA OrHeHHoro cnefcteue. lNyctoiHen bernon HelHYe
30ByLUeecs, B TO BpeMSA LEHTPOM aTaku siBniswowleecs. Tyaa, 3a ckanbl BbICOKME,
ynanu mbibbl packaneHHble, a nocne cHer nocbinancda. M 6eln TOT cHer cepbiM-
cepbiM, C KpanuvHKamMu YepHbIMW, W 3apEKNMCH BbIKMBLUME K MECTy Tpareguu
npubnmxaTtbCs, Oa TOMbKO CaMO OHO HacTUratb WX MNPUHANOCb, U 3Bepen
nNpuyYyanuBbIX Aa TBapen YpOoAnMBbIX BO YpEBE CBOEM POXaTb M Ha NOACKUE 3eMn
BbiMfeBbIBaTb, 4YTOObI TBOPUMNM Te 3noAesiHbs BeENUKUE, YHUYTOXasi pyKamu
cAenaHHoe.

Uem ganblie ncropus gsuranacb, Tem 6ornblie YygoBULL, ABAANOCS, TEM XyXe
XnTb cTaHoBunocs. lNMoka ofgHaxabl OXOTUTLCA HAa MOHCTPOB He npugymanu, na
nctpebnatb Noboe oT Yenoseka 1 3Bepst oTNMYHoe. MNMpugymaTtb-npyaymanu, a ctanb
BGecnonesHoun ckasanacs, v Yyauila Kpernkue HUKak ymmpaTb He cTpemunuca. U niogu
TOraa UCXUTPUIUCS OpYyXue ApeBHUX oTKanbiBaTb 4a Cnocobbl pasHble Nosib3oBaTb,
4YTO6 TOYHO YX XUTb NPUNEBaOYN.

N BbiMepniv TBapu nog KopeHb no4vty 4to. [la Bce e nopor BCTpevarTcs,
NpUXoaaT B AEPEBHN OKPY>KHUE, AeTULEK MarnblX BblTaCkMBaTh, @ YTO yX B [1yCTbiHe
TBOPUTCHA — OHO TOSbKO bory 1 Begomo.

Paccnabunucbk nogu, pasHexmnucb. MNpuBbIKNn K CNOKOMHOMY, SCHOMY. A Bce
Xe Bepfa 3aTaunaca uxgeT nogxogsawero sBpeMmeHu. MNonesyT ¢ MNycTbiHK YygoBuLLa,
CKBO3b ObIpbl B CKane, no octpuam. BocnpsHeTt Torga bor Boamesaunsi, BepHETCS Ha
3eMno rpewHyo. W ctaHeT OH Aeno fopensiBatb, fogerd Bcex Mo KOpPeHb
cKalumBaTb.

HacTtaHeT KoHelL, 4enoBedecTBy. Bcemy, 4TO Mbl 3HaeM 4YeM TeLMMCS.
[MocTUrHeT NpoKNATbe NpeaTevYeHCcKoe, U ropeBaTtb No Ham ByaeT HEKOMY...

*k%

Crapyllka BHe3anHo 3aMofikfia M Hadana 3aBanvBaTbCs Brepes JIULOM.
[leBouka, 4yTKO cmasiLias y Hee B Horax, pe3ko Noackouuna u noMorna el BepHyTbcs
B Kpecno. Jllogun, packpbiB pTbl, 3aMepnN C HETPOHYTLIM NUTbeM. HaneBbl MaTyLLKu
LLnmun, kasanock, Norpyannu ux B TpaHc. HMKTO He weBenunca n gaxe He mopran,
nmoka pacckasuymua HakoHel, He 3anunacb B Kalune M nompocuna Bofbl, YToObl
cMounTb roprio. oka oHa roeopuna, ee ronoc Obin caM He CBOW, kak Byato
npuHaanexan KoMy-TO OPYyroMy, HO cenyac, korga WUCTopusi MofoLuna K KOHUY,
HECMOTPS Ha XPUMNOTY, OH BCE Ke Ka3ancsi NPexXHNM.



[eBuylwka nomorna en yTonuTb Xaay, akKkypaTHO MPUAOEPXKMBAS KPYXKY, a
3aTeM MeasieHHO npolunack B3rnsaoM no 3ameplunm nioasm. Ha Kakon-To MOMeHT
OHa 3agepxanacb, K YeMy-TO NMpMCMaTpMBasiCb, a NOTOM MOTHyna ronosoun. Cpasy
rnocrnie aToro pasgancst xnonok asepu. KTo-to Bblwen, 1 NogM Hayanm noTUXOHbKY
oxmBaTtb. YacTb 3amoprana, cmadvMBasi poroBuubl, Apyra 3alimbirana Hocamu, u
MUHYTbl Yepe3 TpuM B TaBEpPHE MNOOHANCS LYyM C pa3MeLLlaHHOW B HEM MOXBarnon u
6narogapHocTbio. Matywka Wnmn nykaBo ynblbHynacb, nokayHynacb M npoTsiHyna
HOIU K OTHIO.

B 3TOT MOMEHT ee BHyu4Ka BbITSHyfa CBOO rOSIOBY U NMpoLuenTana el Yto-To Ha
yxo. CTapyLuKa KMBHYMa, U AeByLuKka nobexana K BbIxoay, NoAXBaTMB No4on nnatbs
N AeMOHCTpupys BceM ©Oocble cTynHuM. OkasaBwWUCb Ha ynuue, OHa euwe pa3s
ocmoTpenach U, He obpalias BHMMaHWe Ha xonopn, bpocunach Yepes gopory.

Tam, B TeHM HebonbWOro AomuKka Lwarana TeMHas 4venoBeveckas dwurypa,
3aKyTaHHasa B nnaw. 3acnblliaB wwarn OeBYLIKW, OHAa OCTaHOBWUNACb M MeaSfIeHHO
obepHynacb, 4oXMaasach, Noka Ta Npubnmn3nTbLCS.

— [Mpuwen nocnywaTtb paccka3? — ronoc Mof4yaBlIen 00 3TOro AEBYOHKM
oKasarncs TennbiM U MATKAM.

— [a. VInTepecHas ncropus.

— [Mpmnxoan ewe. Tam, — OHa ykasana Kyga-ToO B CTOPOHY, rae Kosnbixasncs
YepHbIN Nec, — TEMHO 1 xonogHo. byaet mHoro 6onun. MHoro cmepTen...

— 4 NpuMBLIK, — MY>X4YMHA NOXan nnevyamu.

— Kaxxgomy gaH csou npegen. [(ae tsBon?

— He 3Hato.

— Xopouwo. [No3Bonb NOCMOTPETL Ha TBOE NMLO, NOKa rnasa Mou BCe ELLE XUBbI.

He3Hakomel, KMBHYN M MpUCEN Ha KOPTOYKM, AOCTan M3 KapMaHa KakoW-TO
npeameT, 1 BOKPYr NOSIBUNOCH Msrkoe 6enecoe ceeveHue. [leByLuka nogowuna énvxke,
OTKMHYNa ero KanitLwoH U Hayana BHMMATENbHO paccMmaTpuBaTb, CFIOBHO CTapasiCb
3anucaTb 3TOT 0bpas B NnamAThb.

— Cnacubo. Tak Tbl 3angeLub?

— 3angy.

— Obelaewb?

— Obewwato.

UenoBek B YEPHOM MOJYa MOMOXKA €N Ha NNeYo NagoHb, a 3aTeM NOAHSANCS U
CKPbINCS B HOYN.

— XonopgHas... — nporosBopuna BHyu4ka LMK, nocne 4ero kak HM B YEM HU
GblBano, BepHynacb B TEMNO TaBEPHbI.



IX

CymepeyHas TULIKHA OKyTana okpavHy cena, 3arnywms 60MbWMHCTBO 3BYKOB
N OCTaBMB NWLb TPENN CBEPYKOB U OTAaneHHoe yxaHbe coBbl. Larn 6peayuiero
MeXay paccTaBneHHbIMU OpYr OT Apyra u3bamu kasanucb eMy OYeHb FPOMKMMM, a
MOXeT, OH npocTo 6osanca. Bo BcAkoMm criyyae, cepaue y HOHOLWNM KOMOTUMOCh Kak
BelleHoe 1 oTAaBano TynbiIMU TOMYKaMKU 3a caMbIMU YLLIAMWN.

MapeHb genan NoO HEeCKONbKO OECATKOB LiaroB, 6OA3NMBO ocMaTtpuBarncs Mo
CTOpPOHaM, 1 TONbLKO NOCIe NPoJosHKan ABMKeHME, pa3 3a pa3oM NOBTOPSAS OOHY U Ty
Xe npouenypy. To, 4TO OH corfmacuncs Ha npenrioXeHue O BCTPeYye OABHO YXe
Kasanocb Muxeto rnynocTbio U Aaxe cyMacllecTBmeM, HO Bblbopa y Hero He 6bIno.
Obewwan — BbINONHAN, TeM Bonee, YTO NOAN, C KOTOPbIMU OH CBA3ancsa, Mornu Obl
HaCTOPOXUTBLCA.

Yaca 4epes non oHoLWa ocTaBui No3agun NocneaHIor Xunyo n3dy u Boibpancs
B MNOns, OKpyxaswwue ceno. 3a ero CnuHOW Bo3Bbllwanacb [esataa baliHs,
noamMurmeatoLLiast OrHsIMM C NOCNeaHNX aTaxemn, a rnaBHoe — pAAoOM C Hell, ByKBanbHO
B HECKONMbKMX COT MeTpax OCTanucb pOAHOW OOM W OTel C MaTepbi, faxe He
nogospesatoLme o ToOM, KyAa 3anponacTurics CbliH.

BHe3anHo, nepexuBaHMA O poauTensx okasanucb npepsBaHbl. Caenas
oyepenHou war, Mnxen egBa He BCKPUKHYI U Jaxe 3axarn pykoun poT. [1psmo B meTpe
OT Hero, Mexay He cobpaHHbIX eLle 3MakoBbIX, MOAHSANCA YEePHbIA MY>KCKOW CUITYaT,
3aKyTaHHbIN B 4YepHbin Xe nnaw. OH Monya 3bIpKHYN HHOLWE 3a CrIWHY W,
yOOBNETBOPEHHO KMBHYB, MaxHyr TOMy crieoBaTb 3a cobown, nocne 4ero oHU TUXo
NMpoLnM CKBO3b Mnofie K Gnvxanwemy nepenecky. Bce aTo Bpems oHoWwa u ero
CMYTHUK He MPOPOHUMN HU CNOBa, U TOMbKO KOrda cnefbl noceneHns ocrtanucb
nosagu, NPoBOXaTbli HAKOHEL, 3aroBOpPUII.

— Bce-Ttakn npuwen. MNoxsanbHo. byaellb roBopuThb C rMNaBHbIM, HO CMOTPU, He
NANHU Kakor-HMBYAb rnynoctu. A 3a Tebsa nopyymnca. Onnowaelb — 060MM KoHeL.
MoHan?

— [a... — ronoc Muxest oporHyn.

OH 3Han Jlyky c getctBa. BmecTe rynanu, wkogHU4anm no coceckMm oropogam
N nasanu B KypsiTHUKU. BOT TONbKO, 3aTeM Mexay HUMU CIy4Mnochb, YTO Ha3biBaeTCs
B3pocneHne. Muxen Hayan npucnywmBaTbCA K CroBam poauTenen, niaHMpoBaTb
AanbHEeNWy >XU3Hb M MNpucMaTpmBaTbCA K AdepeBeHCKuM paesywikam, a Jlyka
NpodoSKM passmBaTb TO, YTO YMen elle B nauaHax: 3anesatb B TPYAHOOOCTYMHbIE
MecTa, KpacTb W yberaTb OT SApoCTU nocTpagaswmx. W ecnn paHblie 370
NPOUCXOOMMNO U3 UHTEpeca M Bbi30BA, TO TEMEpb OH Hayyurcs cyYuTaTb BbIroAay.
EcTtecTtBeHHO, pnHaHCOBY!1O.

Tak npogosmkanock Kakoe-To BpeMs 1 BOT, MPUMEPHO C rog Hasag, Apyr AeTcTBa
BHe3anHo ucnapuncda. MecTHble noroBapuBanu, YTo OH BCTynun B Gangy. Muxen
cTapanca ob 9ToM He gymaTtb, HO B rMybuHe Oyl MpekpacHo BCe MoHuMan, u
nosisrneHue Jlykm Hegeno Hasad He CTano Afis Hero CopPnNpuU3omMm.

BbiBLLUMI Opyr 3ane3 No-o6bLIKHOBEHMIO Yepe3 OKHO. Ycencst Ha MOAOKOHHMK U
NPUHANCA pacKkypuBaTb Y3Kyl0 TPyOKy C MeTannuyeckon Yaiwuen. [oBOpun OH Nnerko,
kKak OyaTo He npornagan, U OHWM He BUAEeNuCb BCce-TO Hepent. PacckasbiBan o
BOMIbrOTHOM XW3HW, NupyLlKax W Becenbe. 3Ban ¢ cobon M Cynui HeCcMeTHble
boratcTBa. Muxen npekpacHO NOHUMan K YeMy KIMOHUT CTapbli TOBApWULL, HO BMECTO
TOro, 4To6bI 0TKa3aTb, Aan cornacue Ha BCTpeYy C UX rMaBHbIM. 3a4eM OH 3TO caenarn



— 6bINoO oNs Hero 3aragkou, U TONbKO Tenepb, Koraa OH paccMaTpuan 3akyTaHHYH
B NnaLy CnvMHy TOBapuLLa, IoHOLLA OCO3Harl, YTO BCEro fnLb XOTeNn NomMoYb. BeiBecTn
obpaTHO «Ha cBeT», XOTb Jlyke aTOro, BO3MOXHO, He TpeboBanocs.

— Cnywan... {1 xoten roBopuTb.

— A? Yero ewe? OcTtanocb Hegonro.

— T[locton. CmoTpu Kakas nyHa, — Mwuxen ykaszan Ha Hebo, n Tam,
AENCTBUTENBbHO, KPacoBarnoCb wuaeanbHO YMCTOE >XentoBaToe O6nwaue HOYHOro
cBeTuna.

— [a... — Jlyka BHe3anHo 3amep 1 3anpoKUHys rosiosy.

— A NomMHUWb, KaKk Mbl 3anesnu B nellepy Ha ceBepe U 3abnygunucb? —
OCTOPOXXHO NPOOOSTKMI FOHOLLA.

— Ewe 661! Ctpaxy-1o 6bino... MNMponnyTtanu ¢ nofHo4Yn 1 Bblbpanucb CoBCEM
He Tam, OTKyda 3awnu. Ha camon BepLuinHe xonma.

— JlyHa Obina TOYHO Takom xe.

— [a... — Jlyka cnoBHo o4vyxanca. — W yero Tl MHe 3TO pacckasbiBaelb? A?

— MpocrTo.

[MpoBOXaTbI CTPEMUTENBHO NPUBNN3NNCS K APYTY M BbITSHYM rofoBY, CTapasch
3arnsHyTb emy B NMLO.

— O... Pewwun noyuntb xn3Hn? BepHyTb 3abnyawero otpoka obpatHo? Tak?
Xe-xe, a MHe TaM fgenaTb Hedyero. MaTywka nornbna, poxas CeCTPeHKy, a oTel,
coBceM cnuncs. oty k Hemy? HeT yx, cnacu6o. [laBan 3a MHOW. [NaBHbIN He NOOUT
Xoathb.

— A Kakom oH 13 cebs, Ball rnaBHbIA? — HENOBKO cnpocun Muxen, pyras cebs
3a HAMBHOCTb M LIaras 3a Apyrom.

— Hy... — Ilyka 3agymancs, noabupas HyxHble cnoBa. — CunbHbIA. BnacTHbIR,
ymeeT KomaHgoBaTb. CnopuTb C TakMM He Xo4veTcs. A elle... XM... CTpaHHbIn. Kak
OyaTo He oT Mupa cero. [1eHbr ero NOYTU He MHTEPECYIOT, AEBKN TOXe. Be4Ho 0 yem-
TO AymMaeT, XMypUTCs, HO HAM HUYEro He roBOPUT.

[MpoBoXaTbI NOXan nredyamu 1 ABYCMbICIEHHO pa3Besi pykamn B CTOPOHbI.
Bnepeawn, cpean peoknx aepeBbEB MENbKHYIT KpacHbI OrOHEK, a elle vyepes napy
MUHYT 3anaxfno KOCTPOM U YeM-TO >KapeHHbiM. Jliogckue roroca Mo4YTU He
pasnuyanunce. Obwanncb TMXo, eaBa nu He wenoTtom. beiBlune apy3bsi HAKOHEL-TO
yBMAENN CUOALMX HA MoBaneHHOM cTBone pa3borHukoB. OHW NEHWBO NOOHANM
ronosbl U 3amonknu. MMasHoro Muxen onpegenun cpasy.

MM 6bin 0BbIYHbBINA, NOYTM HUYEM He NpuMeYaTenbHbI MYX4YMHa C HEPSALLSNBO
cBucawwmMmm Ha nob M BUCKM BONOCaMu LBETA rps3n, pacTpenaHHoOW HeasIMHHOM
6opoakon n u3spesaHHbIMU LIpaMamn pykamu. benecble 3aTsaHyBlIMecs paspesbl
MOKpbIBanu, Kasanocb, Kaxablh CaHTUMETp, a kKopuyHeBasi Oe3pykaBka Kak
creumanbHO BbiCTaBnsna nx Ha o6o3peHue.

Cwngsawme, BCe Kak OOUH, BbIrNA4eny paHTamMmmn: KTo-TO paguncs B KaM3orsl, KTo-
TO HOCWN 3anuxBaTCKuWe LWanovku ¢ nepomMm pasaHa, a y KOro-to topyana u3 nog
KypTKuU wenkosas pybaxa. N Tonbko KomaHaup, a 3To 6bin MMEeHHO OH, Muxen He
COMHeBarncs, npegnoyvTtan efsa nv He pybuvule n rpasHble, 3annaTaHHble canoru.
Pa3bonHnKkM BeCceno LyLyKanmucb U Kypunu, a OH N1Lb LWEeBENUS YIMN N NOYTU He
rnagen B CTOPOHY HOBOMPUObLIBLUNX.

— Capgutecb, — rnaBapb roBOpPU XpUnsbiM, TEPSIOLLMM OKOHYAHWS, FTOSIOCOM.

FOHOWKN noguMHUNUCL, ONyCKasiCb Ha TYT e ocBoboamBLueecs MecTo. Jlyka
NpUCoeauHUIICA K Becernbto, Kak ByaTo, Hanpoyb no3abbiB 0 Apyre. 3arnsabiBath B
nMUo Monyatlero KomaHgupa Muxen He peLumnncs, U NO3TOMY NOCTOAHHO KOCUIICA Ha
canoru, nNuib U3peaka nogHUMas rnasa.



B6nn3n oH BbIrnagen ewe HeobblivHee, Yem naganu. Nndawyuiee nnamsa Koctpa
OoCBelano Ha4vaBllee CcTapeTb NUMUO C MOPLUMHAMM U OFPOMHbLIA  LIpaM,
NPOTSHYBLIKMNCA nonepek ropna. lNoxoxe, yaap nnu paspes 3agen CBs3KU, U UMEHHO
OTClOJa BO3HUMKIIA YCrbllWaHHas paHee xpunoTa. [oBopuTb eMy ObIno TPyAHO.

— Hy, n 3a4em Tbl K HaM Npuwen?

Ha toHoLwy ycTaBunuch 3acCTbiBLUME MMas3a ycTaBLero Yyenoseka. B HUX He 6bino
HMU amoumin, HM ueeta. OgHa NUWb CEPOCTb M B TO XE€ BPEMS, MyAPOCTb, Kakas
BCTpeYaeTCsl Y COXPaHUBLUNX pa3yM CTapUKOB.

— Xouy... BCTynuTb B 6aHay, — Muxen nonpoboBan nntoHYyTb, HO €ro ropno
nepecoxno.

—A...

Okpyxatouwme pasdoMHUKA TPOMKO pacxoxoTanucb, HO TaK Xe ObICTpo
3aMosknn, 3amMeTMB Ha cebe B3rnsa komaHampa.

— Kak 1ebs 3atb?

— Muxen.

— BoT1 uto, Muxen. LLen Gbl Tbl 0TClO4a, NOKa MOXELLb. .. — FOBOPSILLMIA C CUION
BOTKHYJT B KOCTEp narky, U B HOYHOE HeBO B3neTen Lenbini BOPOX MEPLIAIOLLNX NCKP.
— Tak yx u 6bITb, HU4ero Tebe 3a aTo He ByaeT. A cerogHsa AobpbIn. U gpyxka CBOero
MOXeLlb 3abpaTtb, KOnn 3axo4yeT.

— Ho... — oTknukHyncs Jlyka, noBopadnBascs.

— 3aTtkHuCb. A roBopto He ¢ TOBOW, — Kpan BETKU, YTO NobbiBana B yrnsx, Havarn
MeAJSf1IeHHO TNeTb, U KOMaHAUP NOBEpPTEN ee nepes rnasamu KHOLWN crieBa oT cebd.
— Ha, coxmum kak MOXHO kpen4ye. [TlocMoTpuM, Ha CKONbKO Tebs XBaTUT.

— Xopowo... — Muxen cam He noBepusi TOMy, YTO TOSIbKO YTO cKasasn U
NPOTSAHYN NagoHb K OrHi0. [anbubl ero 3aTpsACNUCb, a CNvMHa NOKpbiacb NeasHbIM
KOJTIO4YMM MOTOM.

KomaHgup monya Habntogan 3a napHem, Huyero He genas. OctanbHble ToXe
NPUTUXIN, HO CMOTPENN C MHTEPECOM, CONPOBOXAAIOLNUMCS YXMbISIKaMU.

Muxein 3axmypuncs u cxan nagoHb. OT peskon 60nvM nog ero 3akpbiTbiMU
BeKaMu 3annsacanu sipkue nstHa, a Teno oTAanochb APOXbIo U eaBa caepXMBaeMbIiMn
KOHBYIbCUsiMKW. KOHOLA NpUKyCcun s3blk, HO BCE-TaKM COEpXarncs, XOTs CO3HAHUE U
TpeboBano HeMeaneHHO OTNYCTUTbL Nanky. [[ge-To, Hag pasymMoMm 1 pedekcamu, oH
NoHUMan, 4YTo 3To Heobxoaumo. 3anaxno naneHon NnoTbk. A 3atem Bce ObICTpO
3aKoHYUIocb. Pa3bonHukn ynblbanucb, a KOMaHguMp OTOpOCUn BETKy B KOCTep U
obxBaTunn 060XKEHHYO NagoHb Munxes cBOMMU LLepLIaBbIMU PyKaMu.

[MpocTon OepeBEHCKUA MapeHb, OH HUKOrOa He BEPUil HU B KakMe CKasku U
Jyygeca, 4YTo pacckasbiBanu getsam 6abku, HO cenyac, koraa cuasmin cripaea
MY>XKYMHA HaKOHeU-TO pasXan nanblbl, CNy4uMrnocb He4yTo HeobblyHoe. Ecnu He
ckasaTb MHa4ye, Beab Oonb, ewe cekyHay Hasag MpoHM3bIBaloLlast KUCTb HOHOLLMN,
NMOCTEMNEHHO COLUSla Ha HeT U pacTBOpuUIiacb, Kak pacTBOPWUIICA U OXOF BMeCTe C
00nes3nbIMn 1 3aneyYeHHbIMU KyCovkaMmmn Koxn. Mmnxen noieBenun en, He Bepsi CBOUM
rmnasam u OLYyLWEeHUAM, a 3aTeM OrfgHyrcAa No CTOPOHaM, wuwa MOAOEPXKU Y
OKpY>KatoLMX.

Cungawme psgom nvwb  ynblbanucb, o0ObeauMHEHHble 4YeM-TO obwuMm 1
HEeYynoBUMbIM.

— CwmoTpun Ka... He oxmgan, — npousHec KoMaHauMp, MOpLUach, CIIOBHO €ro
pyka xBaTanacb 3a packaneHHyH rofnoBeLlKy. — A Mo BMAY U HEe CKaxellb. YTo X,
ocTaBaWlcs, Konb He nepegyman. 3asTpa yctpomm Tebe NnpoBepKy 4enoMm.

OH ynepcs pykamu B KOSIEHM U MEANEHHO NOLHSAMCS.

— [onro He cuaeTb, CUNBHO He WYMEeTb.



maBapb nepeluarHyn vyepe3 6peBHO M yganuncs Kyga-To Bo TbMy. Kakoe-To
BPEMSI, MOKa OH OKOHYaTENbHO HE CKPbINCS, OCTalNbHbIE XPaHUIIM MOMYaHue, HO BOT,
Korga Ha Buay He ocTarnoch 1 CUnyaTa, NoovYepeaHO NOAOLUNM K eLLe LUOKMPOBAHHOMY
Muxeto 1 XnonHyM Toro no nrevy.

— Huyero cebe! — BocknukHyn Jlyka. — A 'y MeHs-To nogo6Horo He 6bino! [an
NOCMOTpPETb, — OH CXBaTWN PyKy Apyra 1 noBepTesi U3 CTOPOHbl B CTOPOHY, —
Jyygeca...

— 3710 yTtO. Tbl C HAaMN HegaBHO. A Bedb KOMaHAUP He Kakon-HMOyab Tam
nekapb, — BMeLwlancsa oguH u3 pasbonHnkoB. — CTpaHHO, YTO Tebe OH HMYero He
nokasbiBarn, a TyT BAPYr pPeLLns NoKpacoBaTbCA, Aa eLle U C HOBUYKOM.

— He noHumatw... — Tmxo nporosopun Mwuxen. — MoxeT, MHe 3TO
npuemnaenocsb?
— W npuyyBcTBOBanocb, — nepeapasHun Apyron myxyumHa. — Hy yx HeT.

NcTuHHO Bbineumn. N BeTka 6bina Hactosiwen. Ytob Tl He gyman. Mbl Bce
cBuaeTenm.

— Hy, — nogaepxanu ero nogenbHUKN.

Muxen 3agymMyMBO YCTaBWSCS Ha OOroparwoLlmi KoCcTep W nagarowme cCBepxy
Kannu xwupa. OT KaxXgoro Takoro nonagaHusi, nnams crerka pacxogunoch, TAHYNOCh
K MSICY, a 3aTeM CHOBa yTmxano. Pa3borHnkn noyemy-to 3amonknn. ECTb HUKTO He
crnewmn.

Mog yTpo, M3 nNpegpaccBeTHOr0O  CymMpaka, Heus3BeCTHO  OTKyAa,
MaTepuanuaoancs komaHgmp. OH MegneHHO OKUHYN B3rns40M NPUTUMXLLMX Y AaBHO
3aTyxLero KocTpa niogen, HA OauH U3 KOTOPbIX Tak 4O CUX MOP U He YCHYM, a 3aTem
MOYa MaxHyn UM PyKOW, YTOObl OHM ABUranmch 3a HUM. JTioam HEXOTA NOLHANMUCH C
HACWXXEHHOro MecCTa, pacrnpaBuiiM KOHEYHOCTU W, C TPYAOM cOepXxuBasd 3eBOTY,
NMOHYPO OBWHYIUCH CNESOM.

Muxen n Jlyka 6binn nocnegHnmMmn, yanmHmB n 6e3 TOro pacTsiHyTYH LENOYKy
oTpsaga. Jlyka o 4em-To paccyxgan, a ero apyr genan ug, 4to cnywaer. locne
BYEpALLUHEro MbICMM HOHOLWM COBCEM CMyTanuCb, U OH He MpeAcTaBnsasn, Yto emy
aenatb ganbwe. OTroBopuTb TOBapuLLla 1 yBectu ero ¢ cobon — kasanocb Muxeto
©OonbLLON rNynocCTblO.

— Hy, 4to cmopwunca? — He Bblgepxan Jlyka. — He xodvelwwb ¢ Hamu — Tonan
AoMoWn. [NaBHbIN Xe paspeLunn.

— Ara, — MOHOTOHHO OTKNMKHYca Muxen, npogoskas waratb.

— On! Tl BOOGLE crnyLiaeLb?

— [a, npoctn. 3agymancs. gem-ngem.

FOHOWwa nogHAn ronosy U ocMoTpencs. EMy kasanock, 4TO OHU NMPOLUSN KaKMX-
TO nNapy KANOMETPOB, HO OKpyxawwasi MeCTHOCTb npeobpasunacs o
Hey3HaBaeMocCTU. [1puBbIYHbIE NOSIS CMEHUIUCE HEBOMNBbLUIMMM XOSIMaMK U NSTOYKaMM
3efeHn U3 NposieckoB, a Bnepeau, ewe A0CTaTOMHO Aarieko, 3amasuyunv ropbl. Mx
MOKPbITblE CHEXHbIMU LIankaMy BepLnHbl 6binn Muxeto nssecTtHbl. [[ge-To Tam, Ha
ceBepe pacnonaranacbk gecsrtas ctopoxesasa balHA 1 orpoMHbI FOpo BOKPYT Hee.
OpHaxapbl ero otel BoAUN Tyaa CbiHa, YTOObI MOCMOTPETb ApMapKy, OAHAKO cenvac
KOMaHAMp pes3ko M3MEHWN HarnpasfeHue, U 3acTaBui OTPsS4 CBEPHYTb 3anagHee U
npubaBuTb Lary.

Hanblwe asuranucb 6e3 oCcTaHOBOK. Xopowo, 4To Yy Jlykn okasanacb cnsra c
BOJOW, KOTOPOW OH HECKOSbKO pa3 Aenuics ¢ ApyromM, a nHave, Tomy Obl NPULLNOCH
Hecnagko. Tonbko K Beyepy, yCTaBLUMe U rofnoaHble, OHW JoOpanucb-Takm 40 Lenm
— OFpPOMHOW neLlepbl CO CnpsATaHHbIM B KycTapHuke nasom. KomaHgaup octancs
CHapyXwu, nponyckasi nogen BHyTpb, 1 BOLLIESN NOCNELHUM.



CnepBa 6bINI0 TEMHO M Y3KO, a BO34yX Kasarncs CbipblM U XONOAHbLIM, HO YyXe
yepe3 napy MMUHYT [OBMXKEHMSI Ha OlWynb OTpsL oOKasancsa B KakoM-To 6onee
NMPOCTOPHOM 3arie C HECKOSIbKMMU BbIXOOALMMUN HApyXy Lwenamn. Bo Bcakom cnyyae,
OTKy[a-TO MOTSAHYNO BO34YXOM, U KaMHW MOA4 HOoramu nepectany ObliTb HAaCTONbKO
CKOJTb3KMMM, KaK paHbLLUe.

Muxein cobpancs cnpocuTb y Apyra, 3a4eM OHU Croda NpULLK, HO He ycnen.
OTkyna-To cbOKy pasgancs 3ByK yAapsoLLErocs 0 Kpecaro KpeMHS, 1 OKpyatoLlee
NPOCTPAHCTBO 03apMNOCb MSArKUM NASWyLWwmMM ceeTom. KOHowa nogyman, 4Tto KTo-To
npuxesatun ¢ cobon cpaken, HO OroHb pasowiencs B GOMbLOM Yawe y ogHOW u3
€CTeCTBEHHbIX cTeH. OT Hero pasoXrnum ocTanbHble, U BOT, NapeHb 0co3Han cebs B
HaCTOSLLEN COKPOBULLHULE U3 CKA3OK.

MMoBclogy CTOSNMM OrPOMHbIE  OepeBsiHHblE CYHOYKWM, OOWTble CTarbHbIMU
yrofikamn, BUCENW LUMKaPHbIE KOBPbl M LLKYPbl XMBOTHbIX, @ TakkKe Kpenexu Ons
opyxusi n gocnexo. TyT 6bIf0 U HECKOMBbKO 04aroB, U 6onbLuas sMa onsi pa3BeaeHus
KOCTpa, a BOKpYr Banannucb Habutble ceHoM TosKkn AN cHa. EAnHCTBEHHOE, YTO
BblAENAN0Ch — NpsivyLieecsa B cCamoM AaribHeM yriy, KyAaa nodTn He NpoHuKan cBeT,
npocToe, ecnn He ckasaTb HeKkasncToe, kpecrno. Komanaup xectom nossan Muxea kK
cebe, ocTaBMB NOAYMHEHHbIX 3aHUMATbLCA AenamMun.

FOHowa pobko noBepTeN rofioBON U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY, a@ 3aTeM C HEKOWN, He
npucyLen emy, yBepeHHOCTbIO ABUHYNCA K TEMHOMY yrny. Jlnuyo rnaebl oTpsga He
BblpaXkano HUKaKnx aMOoLUN.

— Tenepb, Koraa Tbl 3Haellb, rge HaxoauTcsa ybexuwe — nyTu Hasag HerT.
Moabepu kakoe-HNBYAb OpyXxKe, KYpTKY 1 canork. 3aBTpa, Koraa ComHue onyCcTUTbCA
3a ropu3oHT, oTNpaBuMca Ha aeno. byaeTt ncneitaHme 60em, — OH ycerncs B Kpecno,
ynepeBLUNChb O NOAMOKOTHUK M HarHyB ronosy. Ha napHa aaxe He cMoTpen.

— Xopouwlo... — Muxen 3amancs.

— Henopaneky ectb aepeByLwwka. MecTHble 0683aHbl NNaTUTb HaM 3a 3aLuTy,
HO KOrga st nocnan K HAM nigen — nocMenu conpoTMBnATbLCA. Hy)KHO HakasaTb.

— A noyemy He cemnyac? 3a4vem xe xgaTb? — BHe3anHo gaxe ansa cebs
BbiNanun napeHb 1 TyT Xe NOKpacHen.

— OrnsHUCb, — ycTano NosACHUI KOMaHaup. — HeyxXTo Agymaellb, 4To 370 Bce?
HeT, octanbHble ewe He npuwnu. [lBaguatb YenoBeKk Kyaa nyyiwe LecTn, BepHO?
Hesayem puckoBatb novem 3ps. HaBanumcs CKONom v Aeno ¢ KOHLOM.

— Ara... NMpocTw.

— He usBuHsANCA. A Bam He rocnoaunH. Kaxabih nonan croga rno cBOewn Bone.
Hwukoro He npocunn. BoT ToNbKO... HAaKon npunepcs Tbl?

— [a 4 n cam noka He 3Hato... — npowenTtan Muxen, HO BbILLSO rPOMYE, YeM
nnaHMpoBanocs.

KomaHaup neroHbeko paccMmesisics, M 9TO 3acTaBWio BCEX, HaxoOsWmXcs B
newiepe, ApY>KHO MOBEPHYTb B €ro CTOPOHY ronosbl. [Noxoxe, nogobHoe nponcxoanno
He 4acTo, 1 YOUBWUIO Jaxe MaTepbiX BeTepaHoB pa3bonHnybero gena.

— 3aT0 YyecTHO. Hnyero. 3aBTpa y3Haelwb. 91, Jlyka, noau ka ctoaa!

— [la? — cnpocun oHoLWwa, NoAX0As K KOMaHaupY.

— OT0ro yenoseka npusen Tbl. Y Hero 6bin WwaHc yntn 6e3 nocneacTsnii, HO OH
Bbl6pan octatbcs. NoaTtomy, Tenepb, kak Teba Tam?

— Muxen.

— Muxen Ha TBOen OTBETCTBEHHOCTW. YBMANLLL yOeratoLwme NaTku — KoHYan,
— 3MfoBelle NporoBOpwusT KOMaHAMP, BHUMAaTENbHO pasrnsagbiBasi NapHen wus-nog
ryCTblX KOPUYHEBLIX OPOBEN.



— X... Tak TOo4yHO! — ObICTpO nonpaswuncs Jlyka un, BuAs, 4YTO pPas3roBop
npekpaLleH, NoTsSHyN apyra getcTea 3a pyky. — Cnbiwan? MNownu otabixatb, 3a04HO
Nno3Hakomo Tebs ¢ ocTanbHbIMU. YBUAMLLL, TAKOTO KONMYECTBA MHTEPECHbIX Noaen
Thbl ewe He BcTpeYan. Kaxabin okasancsa B 6aHae pykoBOACTBYSACH CBOMMMW JIMYHBLIMUA
MOTUBaMU, HO rpabuTb N ybmeaTb paan npouecca HAKOMY He MHTepecHO. MoaobHbIX
Tbl TYT He Hangewsb. BoH Tam, 3gopoBsik y Bxoga — 310 CemeH. Pybaxa-napeHsb,
LWYTUT, YTO XMBOT Hagopsewb. Pagom ¢ HUM — JleB. OTOT — noBap, cyuTam no
npussaHunio. Kopmut Becb oTpsa...

Jlyka npogomkmn npeacTtaBnaTb TeX YneHoB 6aHabl, YTO nonaganucb emy Ha
rrnasa, nocne 4yero NoABoAMN ToBapuLia K Kaxgomy m3 Hux. MNocteneHHo, Hapoay B
nelliepe cTaHOBUNOCL Bce Gonblue. Bokpyr NOCTOAHHO MaTepuMann3oBanmcb HOBbIE
nogu, U yxe 4Yepes nongHsa, Kak u obewan KoMaHaup, KOMMYECTBO YrlEHOB
pa3borHMYbLEro oTpsaaa AeNCTBUTENBHO BO3POCHIO.

KomMmnaHus okasanacb BeCbMa pa3HOLIEPCTHOM M O4eHb cneundunyHon. B kakon-
TO MOMEHT Muxetro nokasarnocCb, YTO OHM HaNOMWHAKT eMY CEMbIO 1 BIIM3KMX OpY3€en,
OfHaKoO, 3TO Oblfa He 3acrnyra KoMaHaupa, Beb OH MOCTOSIHHO OTropa)kmBancs oT
HUX TEMHOWN 3aBECOW U NOYTM HE CXOAUN CO CBOEro kpecna. ObweHns Mexay rnaBomn
N YneHamm 6aHabl NOYTU He 6bino. OHM WYTUNIK 1 pasroBapuBanu Apyr ¢ opyrom, HO
TOYHO HEe C HUM.

— A Kak ero 30ByT? — npowenTtan Muxen, HakNoHAACh K Apyry AeTcTBa.

Tonbko Tenepb OH co0bpasunn, 4YTO 4O CUX NOP HE Y3Han MMEHM 3TOro CTPAHHOIO
nepcoHaxa, NnpoAoskasi HasblBaTb ero Npo cebs KoMaHaMPOM.

— He 3Hat, — Jlyka noxan nnedyamu, a 3atemM yTouHUI: — W HUKTO 13 Hawmx
TOXe. A cnpawwean. [laxe npo3suLla, 1 TOro HeT. Xo4ellb, MOMAN U MOUHTEPECYINCS.

Cungawume pagoMm OpYXHO paccMmesanucb, Ho Muxen kak HM B YeM He ObiBano
NOAHANCA Ha HOMM U HaNpaBWICs B TEMHbIM Yron newepsl. [[naBHbIA N0 0ObIKHOBEHWUIO
cugen C 3akpbiTbiMU rria3amn, HO CTOWUIIO eMy NpuUBNU3anTbCs, TYT XKe JEHMBO
nowiesenusica n nognep dopoay Kynakom.

— Hy, yero tebe?

— 993... — loHOoWa Ha cekyHay cmyTtunca. — Kak Tebs 30ByT?

KomaHoup BHOBb paccMesncsi, BTOPOM pa3 3a CyTku, a 6aHguTbl CHOBa
nocBopavnBanu Lewn.

— CnoB HeT, ymMeelwb Tbl MNOBECENUTb, — MYXYMHA [aXKe XIOMHyn no
nognoKOTHUKY. — YTOo go Bonpoca... Hukak. Hukakom 3Batb. Kak Tebe, a?

Mpn BCen KaxyLenca BeCEenocT N 0bHaXeHHbIX B YXMbIfike 3ybax rnasa ero
OCTaBaliMCb TakUMW e TYCKMNbIMU U BEe3KU3HEHHBIMK, KaK MU paHblle. Muxen gaxe
HaxXMypWrcs, HO TaK U HeE Npuaymar, YemM Xe eMy OTBETUTb.

— WNan, ytomun, — komaHgup npeHebpexxmTenbHO MaxHys pyKoOW.

OH umen ycTaBLUMIA U CNOBHO OCrabneHHbIn BUA, HO CNOpUTb BCE PaBHO He
xoTenocb. [lpuwnocb NOAYUMHUTBLCHA, 3TOro TpeboBano ero cosHaHwe. BHesanHo
Mwuxei novyBcTBOBas cebsi NONHOCTbIO pa3buTbiM U BbbkaTbiM. OH MONYa KMBHYN W,
BEPHYBLUNCb K OCTalbHbIM, OyKBanbHO CBanumncsa Ha ogHy U3 NOACTUMOK, YTOBbI TyT
Xe NpoBanuTbLCs BO TbMYy.

lMpocHyncs napeHb OT pe3kux TOM4YkoB B nMnevo. Hag HUM  Haeucno
ynbibatoLieecs nmuo ogHoro n3 6aHaMTOB, UMSA KOTOPOrO OH Tak U HE 3anOMHWI.

— MNopabem! BeicTynaem!

— Ara...

Muxen ¢ TpyaoM MNOOHAMNCA C MOCTenu, pasMuHas 3aTekwne C HenpuBbIYKK
KOHEYHOCTU M NOTSAHYICSA K KyBLUMHY, YTOObI yMbITbCA. XKoaTb ero He cobupanuce.
Mpuwnock aBuratbCs, 1 ABUratbcs GbICTPO, Aa M 3TOMO XBATUIO NKLb, YTOObLI yCneTb



NPUCTPOUTBCH B KOHEL, KOMOHHbI, Cpean elle He3HakoMblx ntogen. [pyra gertctea
HUrge He 6bIno.

B 3710 Bpems, B camon ronose oTpsaa, Ha HeBOoNbLIOM OTAANEHUN OT OCHOBHOIO
COCTaBa, Len KoMaHaup M OAWH U3 CaMblX OMbITHbIX ero nogyYnHeHHbix. Oba Tnxo
rneperoBapuBanmco.

— Hy, 1 Hakom OH Ham cganca? — cnpawwusan 6aHguT.

— 3abaBHbin Mmanbii. Cymen MeHsa noecenutb. K TOMy e, OH HyXeH Ons
ncnoitTanms Jlykn. Yto-1o B HEM N3MEHNNOC...

— [ymaellb, HOBUYOK ApanaHeT?

— YBepeH. Tbl NOCMOTPU Ha ero mopgatuky. Hy, uicto gesumua.

— 3HaBan A gesuy M noxnewe... Hekotopble maxanu medamu, 4to 6yab

3[10pOB...
— OT0T CcHEXUT.
— K10 2 Takon, 4tobbl CnopuTb, — noXan nneyamm pasbonHUK 1 NPUHANCS
ocMaTpuBaTbCS, BbIMCKMBAS KOrO-TO Cpeau CymMepedHon Mribl. — A Kyda, KcTaTw,

3anponactuncs Jlyka?

— OTnpaswun ero Ha pasBeaky. [Msaanb, 40 HOBUYKA U HE AONAET.

— lNpenynpegnTt MeCTHbIX?

— Ot10 Bpsg nu. CemeH umaeT 4yTb nosagu. [pucTpenut npu nepeBomn xe
nonbITKe.

— Xa! Kak Bcerga, npogymaH o menoyen! NoaTomy-To Tbl U KOMAHAMP, @ Mbl
— BCEro NULLb NELKMU.

— Hy-Hy, — MHOro3Ha4HoO npoTsHY NEPBbLIN U NOLHSM PYKY.

OTpsia MOMeHTanbHO OCTaHOBUIICH, YTOObLI coBpaTbca BOKpYr Hero. [Jo oepeBHU
OCTaBanocb HEMHOIO, CyMEPKM MOYTM CMEHUINCb Ha HOYb, U AaXke BETEP, N TOT CTUX,
obHaxasa okpyxatowme nogen 3sykn. Komangump 66ICTpo pasgan ykasaHud, HazHauun
ponu 1 nNpukasan BbiasuraTbcs. K aToMy MOMEHTY opyxue 6bino HarotoBe. Cnepeau
NPUHECNO 3anax XXWUnbs.

CnepBa gBuranncb Tak Xe, e4uHON LeNoYKon, HO 3aTeM OTpsA pasgenuncs Ha
ABe MOoYTK paBHble NosfioBUHLI. O4Ha ocTanack No3aaun, pacnpeaenssicb NOSyKpyrom,
a BTOpas BO rnaBe ¢ KOMaHANPOM — Harnpasuiach NPSIMMKOM K BUOHEKOLWMMCS BAANM
AomMam. Hu yactokona, HU gaxe camoro 3axyganoro 3abopa BOKpPYr nocernieHusi He
ObiNno, HO cToMno GaHauTam MOPaBHATLCA C MNEPBLIMU CIOXEHHbIMU M3 OpeBeH
n3damm, Kak B HECKONbKMX [OBopax 3anasnu cobaku, curHans xossieBam O
npubnmxarLenca yrpose.

doHapen unun akenoB B AepPEBHE HE rOpesio, a okHa ObINN OKpalleHbl TbMOW,
N gaxe korga pasbonHUKKN BbILLIM K CAMOMY €€ LIEHTPY, HUKTO U3 MECTHbIX TaK N He
nosBuncs. BO3MOXHO, OHM Kpenko crnanm B CBOMX MOCTENsAX, a MOXeT —
NPWXMMAarnucb K CTEKISAHHbIM NPSAMOYrOfibHUKaM M TPSCNUCh OT cTpaxa. Bo Bcskom
cnyyae, HAYTO He NomeLlano oTpsaay CNoKonHo AobpaTbes Ao HebonbLIoW nnowaam
N OCTaHOBUTBLCS HAMNpPOTUB BbIAEMANOLWErocs AOMUKA, C HaBMCAKOLWMM Hah NepsBbiM
3TaXXOM Me30HUHOM. PasBeguukn yxe BepHynucb, U Tenepb Jlyka u Muxen
Haxoaunucb psaom, bykBanbHO B MeTpe Apyr oT gpyra. llepBbit Gbin uen u
HeBpeauM.

— Bbl gBoe. Cioga.

[py3bs cpasy goraganucb, Y4TO peyb naeT 0 HUX U BbICTPO noabexanu Ha 30B.

— [MopxuranTte ByTbINKK C roptoykon. byaem BbiKypuBaTb.

— Hy... — 3aroBopun 6bino Jlyka, n TyT e CKUC NOA B3rNsiAOM CTaslbHbIX
0Ee3XXN3HEHHbIX rnas.



Mwuxen xe NpUHAN OT CTOALWMX PSAOM CHapsgbl U LWApUIica No KapmaHam B
nouckax orHmea. Bug y Hero Obin CTpaHHbIN, a AENCTBUA — pacCesiHbl, OQHaKO, OH
Hayan UCMNONHATb yYKka3aHne 6e3 BO3paxXeHuWM.

— bepu npumep ¢ gpyra, cMOTpU Kak cTapaeTcsi, — OAuH U3 pa3bonHMKOB
paccmeanca. — Wnn ctpycun? A?

— Yero ato ctpycun! — orpbisHynca Jlyka. — lMpocTo... 3a4eM xe xeub? A X
BCe-Takn Bop. [laBanTe 3ane3y BHYTPb W MO30BY CTapocTy. MoxeT OHU peLumnu
3annatnteb...

— XBatut! — obopean ero komaHanp. — MNMogxkuran. Bop — He Bop, HO cenvac
MHe HyxHo apyroe! JInbo genaeuwb, nnbéo...

Crosiwun B 3agHuX psigax CeMeH yxe HanoXun ctpeny Ha TeTuBy 1 Hegobpo
nornsgbiBan B CTOPOHY MHYLLErocs Ha OgHOM MecTe nofgenbHuka. Jlyka noseprten
rorioBONn, ocMaTpmuBasi TOBapuLLLEN, HO NOAAEPXKKN He nonyyun, a Muxen Tak n BoBsce,
ycnen HanTu OrHUBO U NOKMUran Topyallyo U3 cocyaa TpAnkKy.

— Muxen... — BHe3anHo npowenTan Jlyka, cngawemy Ha KopTovkax apyry.

— [1a? — TOT NogHAN HeecTeCTBEHHO BriegHOE NULO, NOXOXee Ha 3aCTbIBLUYHO
drapopoByto Macky.

— Y710 Tbl ¢ HUM caenan!?

— A? — xomaHaup ockanun 3yobl. — Hu4ero. MNapeHb pemnn ctaTb My>XHUHOMN.

Jlyka oTnpsHyn, kak 6yaTo McnyrasBLlIUCh, U caenan HeCKOSbKO LaroB Ha3ag.

— A BOT Tbl MeHs1 pa3oyapoBarn. [Jaxe CTpaHHO... Nocre CTOMbKUX MecsiLeB
BMmecTe. A npas?

OcTanbHble pa3bonHUKM yTBEPAUTENBHO 3arygenu. B TOT ke MOMEHT OrHMBO B
pykax Muxes BCMbIXHYNO, U NpOMacneHHas Tpdanka 3aganacbk. KOHowa nogHanca Ha
crnerka TPACYLLMXCA HOrax, MOCMOTPesT Ha KoMaHaupa, OOXOancs ero KuBka U
pa3BepHYycs K JOMY CTapoCThl.

— Cron! — psBkHyn Jlyka, 6pocasicb Ha HEro BCEM TENOM.

[anee cny4unocb cpa3y Heckonbko cobbiTun. CTpena, nyweHHas CemMeHoOM
npoLuUnack BCEro B HECKOSTbKMX CaHTUMeETpax OT rnrieya IoHOLLM 1 BOTKHYNack B ABEPb
n36bl. OHa MegneHHO pacnaxHynach, U Ha nopore, B TEMHOM NPSIMOYrofibHUKE BO3HUK
ewe Gonee TEMHbIN YenoBeyeckn cunyaT, a Muxen BHe3anHoO 06epHyncsa u KNHynN
OyTbINKY B camyio ryuy pa3bomnHMKOB.

BenbIXHYBWWIN NNaMeHHbI LBETOK Mnomker 4eTtBepblX, a Jlyka, He ycnesas
3aTOPMO3UTb, MOBanui gpyra Ha 3eMsilo U, BO3MOXHO, TEM CaMbIM crac ero or
nonagaHust roproyen Xmakoctn. baHguTbl nonaganu Henopaneky, 3aBepTenucb U
3aKkaTanucb, ctapadcb cOUTb Xap, a ocCTarnbHble YrieHbl OTpsda, KOro aTta y4yecTb
MUHOBana, NULb OTCKOYMIK, COBCEM He CTapasiCb UM NomoraTb. TONbKO KOMaHAUP
MoOn4a focTan us-3a nosica KrvHOK 1 3amep B 6oeBon ctourke. Bce ero BHMMaHue
Ob1no obpalleHo Ha He3HakoMua. B aTOT MOMEHT OH 3abbIn 1 NPo NpegaTenen, n Npo
yMUpPaoLWnX, U PO TeX, KTO yCnes YKNOHUTLCS.

— Heyxenu! — npopblyan Brnepen rnaBapb B TO BPEMs, Kak Ha ero nuue,
OCBELLEHHOM nfamMeHeM ropswmx 6GaHamToB, 3aurpana ynblbka wn 3aceepkanu
oxmsLlune rnasa. — Kakas sctpeya! Hanagan!

YnpawuBaTb He NpuWnocb. HeusBeCTHbIN NMaBHO CKOMb3HYN Bhepea,
COKpallasa OAUCTaHUMIo, U OKasaricsl Ha pacCTOSAHUN BbITAHYTON pyku. Ha Bce npo Bce
yWno egBa fiM NoOriCekyHAbl, U Korga OH HaKoHeL, OCTaHOBWISICH, €ro CIoXeHHas
KOMbeM NafioHb C XPYCTOM BOTKHyriacb KOmaHaupy 6aHAWTOB B LEHTP rpyam, rae
pacrnonaranocb camoe Kpernkoe cuenneHne Kocten. Tak n ocTaBIMIACA 6e3bIMAHHBIM,
pa3bonHMK ycnen nuib KawnsHyTb, BbIMfEBbIBasg Ha pykaB KPOBb, a 3aTeM oOcen



TOMYy nofg Horu. Ero rmasa npoXxunm Bcero HeCKOSbKO CEKYyHO W Tenepb 3aKpbivcb
HaBceraa.

Heckonbko yueneBwux 6aHauToB nonpoboBanu 6biN0 pbINHYTbCA B €ro
CTOPOHY, HO OCTaAHOBWUSIUCH €eLle Ha nonnyTu. Bokpyr pasHocunca cMpagHbin 3anax
ropsen nnoTu, YacTb ToBapuwlen ybexana, a octanbHble, YTO OKPYXXUNN OEPEBHIO
3acagou He nosiBunnch. K aToMy MOMEHTY NOAOXCKEHHbIE NepecTany WeBENUTLCSA U
TUXO nexanu Ha 3emrne. KTo-To CnnuHONM, a KTO-TO NULIOM BBEPX.

— Ha cerogHs cmepTten 4OCTaToO4HO, — NPOroBopun, obpallasch K BbPKUBLUMM,
HEen3BEeCTHbIN.

My>X4MHbI MOCAYLWHO ONYCTUIIUCb Ha KOSIEHW, 3aBOAS PYyKW 3a ronosbl. Jlyka
nomor Apyry nogHATbCH, TO U Oeri0 KOCACh Ha MpayvHylo urypy ¢ OKpoBaBIIEHHOW
nagoHblo. Muxen cToan HeTBepao, No ero fnuuy HenpepbIBHO TEKMKU crnesbl, a HOoru
npegaTtenbCcky nogkawmeanucb. TyT yX ABepu coceaHux u3b pacnaxHynucb, U Ha
ynuuy BbiBanunca Hapog. KTo ¢ Bunamm, KTo ¢ HoXXamMu, a KTo U ¢ Tonopamn. OHu
ObICTPO OKPY>XMIM COABLUMXCH, HO YTO UM AenaTtb Aanblue Kak 6yato 6bl He 3Hanu.

— Cnacunbo 3a noMoLLb, — 13 TOMMbI BbIWEN KPeNeHbKUI CTapuyoK C ceabiMu
ycamn. — W Tebe, BovH, n Tebe, Jlyka, uto npeaynpeaun. Hagetoch, octaBunecs He
CTaHyT Tebs uckatb...

— 9710 BpAg nun... KomaHamp mepTs. 3n, Muxen, Tol kak? [poCcTu... HE HYXXHO
ObIno Tebsa BTArMBaTh. HO KTO e 3Han...

— OcTtaBb, — npocunen napeHb, Ha4aB NpuxoanTb B cebsa. — lycToe. Nonaem
aomon... U korga aTo Tel ycnen...

— [lotom, — oTmaxHyncsa npusatens. — Hy, a 7TbI? — nocnegHee
npegHasHayanocb 4enoBeky B nnale.

ToT monya pasrnsgbiBatb 40 CBOMX PYK M, Kasanocb, HE 3amedan Hu4ero
BOKPYT.

— on...

— [ynb, nony4mswnn ceobony. Tak Tbl e BOCNONb30BarncaA? — 3aroBopur
HensBeCTHbIN. — KaxeTca, s 6bin He npaB, YTO ocTaBun TebS B XXUBbIX NOCIe CMepTH
X035uHa.

— A? — yamBneHHo nepecnpocun Munxen.

— He obpawante BHMMaHua. He 3abyabTe coobWwuTb O CriyyvBLUEMCS B
BawHto.

— B deBaTyto unu lecaTtyro? — yToYHWUN CTapocTa.

Hes3Hakomel, 3agymarcs, a 3aTeM YBEPEHHO MaxHyn pykon Ha Cesep.

— [ecsaTtyto.



X

lMpocTon OepeBeHCKUA NapeHek B MOTEPTOM, HO elle AobpoTHoM ogexae,
HeyBEpPEHHO TOMTAarCA OKOMO MNPUOTKPLITbIX BOPOT gecaton bawHn. OH BepexHo
NpWXuUMars K rpyam Kakon-To rivHSHbBIA KyBLUMH C 3aKynopeHHbIM ropsiomM 1, BUAMMO,
He 3Han, Kyaa emy fgeBaTbCs. HakoHel, OAHOMY M3 NaTpPyfbHbIX, YTO CTOSASN Ha
Kapayrne, 9TO HaJoero 1 OH 3aroBOpuI1 C NOAPOCTKOM CaM.

— O, yero BepTuwbcA? Mo geny, anb Tak, NornaseTb? — HECMOTPS Ha crnerka
n3geBaTenbCKU TOH, ynblbancsa CTpaXKHUK NPUBETIIMBO.

— [a, BOT, — napeHb NpoTaHyn Howy. — CTapocTa npocun nepegatsb...

— Kakou ewe ctapocta. Mbl X He B AepeBHe, TyT BCe 3anpaBndeT 3TOT, Kak ero,
M3p.

— Tak g n3 CepnoBku... — MOCNAaHHWK MaxHYyN Kyaa-To 3a CNuHy. — TaM... Ha
tore.

— A, Hy. Y10 npuHec? BuMHO? — naTpyrbHbIN BHUMATENbHO YCTaBWUICH Ha
KYBLUWH, B KaKnX OBbIYHO XpaHWUN ankorosb.

— HeT. Kak 6bl ckasaTb... — loHOLWa cHoBa 3amsarncs. — [pax.

— 399...

[MprBeTNMBOE BblpaXXeHne Nuua, 4To ObINo y CTpaXKHUKa ¢ caMoro Havana, Kyaa-
TO MCNapunock, YCTYNMB MECTO A0BOJSIbHO Kucrion MyHe. OH gaxe 3akatun rnasa u
BblJOXHYJ1, HABEPHOE, MPUKUHYB, YTO €ro yropasansio CBA3aTbCH C AypadkoMm.

— [a. Ha Hac Hananu pa3bonHukn... A nx nngep. B obuwem... oH... BOT, —
IOHOLLA BHOBb MPOTSHYI KYBLUWUH.

— W 3a4eMm Tbl NpMHEC 301y coga? — ycTano Cnpocu BOUH.

— OT0 He 30na. Ha cnepytowee yTpo Teno paccoinanock B Nbiib... Mbl ero He
ckuranu... CTapocTa npukasan cobpaTb OCTaHKM U OTHECTU Ha N3yYEHNE BaM.

[lypadok Hayan npeBpawaTtbCa B HaTypasibHOro cymaclueuwero, a CTpaxHuK,
HW pa3y C TakKMMW He CTarkumBariCa U KaTeropuyeckn He NpeacTaBrisan yYTo Xe eMy C
HUM genatb. K cyacTblo, MO YNCTOMY CTEYEHMIO OBCTOATENBLCTB, B 3TOT MOMEHT U3
BalHn BblWwen JOPOAHbIN rOCNOAUH B MaHTUKM noBepx JocnexoB. OH pe3Ko 3blpKHY
Ha MNOOYMHEHHOro, MOTOM Ha MapHA C KYBLUMHOM, a 3aTeM MNpPUHANCS 3agdaBaTb
KOpoTKMe Bonpocbl. Yepes pecaTb CekyHO cuTyaumsa Obina paspelleHa, a
AEPEBEHCKMI OTMpaBrieH OOMOW BMECTE CO CBOMM KYBLUMHOM W HeObinnuamu o
pasnararLmMxcs 3a CyTKM Nogsax.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OT yrna 6nwxanwero goMa OTAeNunacb TeHb, NPeBpALLAsACh B
AO0BOJSIbHO BbICOKOIO MYX4YMHy ¢ cegomn 6opogkon. OH BHMMATENbHO Npocreann 3a
NMOHYPbIM HOHOLLIEN, KOTOPbIA MeaneHHo 6pen oT balwHu, HO TOT, NoxoXxe, He obpaTun
Ha Hero BHMMaHue. CnUWKOM YX Oblfl pacCcTpOEH, U NO3TOMY Aaxe He AepHyrcs,
Korga 3abpen B Y3KM MEPEynoK Mexay OBYMSI KaMEeHHbIMW CTeHaMu, a no3agu
pasganucb riyxme Tskenble warn. Tak npogorkanocb Kakoe-TO BpeMmsi, a 3aTem
IOHOLWA MNOAHAN B3rNA4 W 3aMeTun y Bbixoga 3gopoBsika. OH B3APOrHyn oT
HeoXngaHHOCTU K cobpanca 0exaTb o6paTHO, HO TONbKO Tenepb MOHAM, 4TO
OKPY>KEH.

O6a My>x4uHbl 6bINK B connaHoOM Bo3pacTte, oba KpyrnHble, JOBOSbHO CUMbHbIE
Ha BuAa. ToT, 4To npecneaoBan napHs ot bawHu, ¢ ceqont 6OPOAKON N HECKONBKUMMU
PLRKUMU NPAOSAMU BbIFNSiAeNn 40CTaTOYHO FPO3HO, HO BOT BTOPOW, C YEPHOM MOBSI3KOMN
yepeas rnas u WeKy — HaTypanbHbiM 6aHANTOM, a BCE €ro NiMuo NOKpbIBanu LWpambl.

— BbexaTb Hekyaa, — nponsHec 6opoaaTbin. — Jlyylle He aeprancs.

— Mbl He npnunHMM Tebe 3na, — gobaBmn NoaenbHUK.



OTO Npo3By4Yaro COBEPLUEHHO HE NpPaBaONoA06HO.

— Yero Bam HyxHO? — npolwlentan napeHb, CKumas KyBwuH. — A 6yay
Kpunyatb!

— [Mpax, — oaHornasbIn LWarHys HaBCTpedy, 3acTaBnsisi HOHOLY MpUKaTbCS
CMWHON K CTEHe, YTOObI BUAETb 0B0MX MYXXUMH.

— lMopoxgun, Cam. Y Hero yx nogxunkm tpsacytca. C TBOen-TO poXKen U BeECTU
neperosopbl, — 6opoaaTtbin yxmbinbHyncsa. — Mbl n3 Crtonuupbl. Konnern atmx
ocTononos u3 batuHu.

— Kak-To He BepuTCcH, — HOHOLWa ENCTBUTESNBHO nogparmsarnn.

— Hy, 3HakoB oTnnMymnsa y Hac HeT. [JokasaTb He4YeM. 3aTO Mbl 3HAEM, KOro 3To
Bbl MPUXITIOMHYNU. ..

— ['ynsa, — Bblgan napeHb.

O6a NoXunbiX My>X4Y1HbI YANBNEHHO 3aMepnu, NpUNoaHsaB 6poBu.

— WNHTepecHo... — BopoaaTtbIi COXUIT PYKU Ha rpyaun.
— A elle nHTepecHee, Kak BaM 3TO yganocb, — nobasun ogHornasbiu.
— Tam Obin... gpyron, — 3arHaHHblh HeMHoro paccriabuncsa. — OH He

npeacrtasuncsa. Ho rosopsaT, pacnpasusicsa ¢ 6aHAUTOM rofnbIMU pyKamu.

— HeB03MOXHO, — 3asBun bopoaaTtbin, U UHTOHALMS, C KOTOPOW OH 3TO caenan
He npegnonarana npepekaHmn. — Cam-Tto Bngen?

— Her... — oHowa 3amon4an. — Tak 4To, 3abepeTe?

— Xm. Yto gymaewb, Spuk?

— [ymato, Hago yroctntb napHsa 06egomMm n nocnywaTb, YTO e NPou3oLsio B
AepeBHE Ha caMOM aene, — OTBETWI TOT, KOro Ha3Banu JpUKOM MNocre Hegomnro
MOMYaHus.

Bnpouyem, Hnyero HoBoro napeHb He coobwun. Okasanocb, YTO OH BCHO HOYb
npocvaen B AOMe, OXuAad, Noka HEW3BECTHbIN W OCTalbHble pacnpaBATCs C
HanaBLUMMKN Ha AepeBHI0 pa3bonHMKamm, 1 TONbLKO Nocne 3Toro, Koraa nx nugep 6oin
MepTB, EMY pa3peLumnnn BbINTK, a Ha CrieayoLwmi eHb cpasy e oTnpasusv K balHe.
Uto okasanocb 6ecnonesHbiM, NMOCKOSbKY CTPaXKHUKM TakK U HE BOCMPUHANU €ero
BCEpbE3.

— A KTO TyT Yy Hac rnaBHbl, He MNOMHMULWbL? — CMAPOCWN Yy HanapHWkKa
oaHornasbin.

— Kakomn-To ctapblt X..p, — OTBETUS TOT.

— Kak n mbl ¢ To6on.

My>X4YMHbI paccMesnnchb.

— Tak a9 nongy? — ¢ HageXxXaon Cnpocun napeHek.

— Ara. Cnacnbo. MoxerT, 3angem k Bam 4yTb no3xe. OctaBbTe ypHy cebe, HO
He BblbpacbiBanTe.

tOHowa nocnewmn nockopee ybpaTbCs, NOKa rPO3HblEe CTAPUYKM He peLuunniuv
nepegymMatb OTHOCUTENBLHO e€ro cyabbbl, a OHW, NPOBOAMB €ro B3rnsgamu, TyT Xe
3allenTanuce.

— W 410, Mbl OENCTBUTESNBHO NOMAEM K HUM pa3bupaTtbcsa? — nepecnpocus
Coam.

— He 3Haw... [lo aeHaguaton balluHnM MeHblue Hegenu, a TaM Hac XOeT 4YTo-
TO cepbe3Hoe. Bepbep... Korga Tbl crbiwan o HUX B NOCNeaHnn pas, ecnu He 6paTtb
B pacyeT KHWKKN 1 6ankn ctaporo Pygonbda? Moxelb He oTBeYaThb.

— 300poBO, KOHe4YHo. BoT Tonbko, KTO-TO 3aBanun [ynsa ronbiMn pykamu.
HeyXTo He nHTepecHo?



— WHTepecHo. Ho pgaBawn paccyxgaTb 3gpaBo. Ckopee Bcero, 310 6b11 0anH 13
OXOTHWKOB, M BUOMMO, OEWUCTBUTENbHO Ha YTO-TO CMNOCOGHLIN. Ham >xe nydwe.
Mpobnemy pewunnn? Pewwnnun. lepeBHsa B 6e3onacHOCTM.

— CnocobHbIn? A 4TO HacyeT Hac? [Jymaewsb, cnpaBunucbk 6bl cammn? [1Ba
cTapbIX nepayHa, KoTopble TOMbKO U MOTYT, YTO paccyaaTtb 3a Kpy»kon nuea! MNpowy
3aMeTUTb, MPECKBEPHOTO.

OpWK KMBHYI, HO TYT Xe 3aTux, OBWKEeHHO CBepnsa HanapHwWka u3-nog ceablx
opoeen. Noxoxe, Cam ObIN Npae, U NOAOOHbIE MLICNIM HE pa3 noceLjann nx oboumx.
Tenepb My>X4MHblI MOfYa TAHYNU «NPECKBEPHOE» MO0, YCTaBUBLUUCH HA MOKPbITbIE
MOPLUMHAMU PYKN.

— He obwxarica. KomaHamp Tbl nnu kto! Ckaxellb AT B AEPEBHIO — NOMAEM
B AepeBHI0. TeM bornee, Tebe He KaXeTCs CTPaHHbIM, YTO Mbl, HAXOAACL Tak 65M3Ko
OT ABeHaguaTon bawHW, OO0 cux nop He Crnblwann HU OAHOM BECTOYKM O
npounsowegwmnx Tam cobbITUAX. Y MECTHbIX CTPaXXHWKOB BCe TUXO, Aa U XUTENu
HU4Yero He roBopunn. A Hy Kak, Bce 3TO LuyTKa?

— Yry... — npoBopyan Ipuk. — Ho moxeT bbITb...

— Hekomy nepepgaBsatb? — nonpoboBan yragatb cobecegHuK.

— Kak BapuaHT. B 06uwem, octanock HemHoro. [lobepemcs 1 Bce y3HaeM, a Ha
obpaTHOM NyTn 3anaem K AepeEBEHCKUM nocnywaTtb 6anku npo ryns. Ecnv, KOHeYHo,
OOXMBEM. ..

— A y4yTO HacuyeT pgecATOn? — nocrnegHee 3amMevYaHuMe oKasarnocb
NPOUrHOPUPOBaHO. — [FOBOPAT, B OAMHHAALATOM XUBET BCEro 0AuH cTpax. Moxer,
NonpocCMM O MOMOLLIN 3TUX?

— A npoTopyan Bce yTpo y BopoT. Buaen ux rmasHoro. ConuaHbln, B Hakngke,
roBOpuT 34paBo. Bokpyr nopsaok n ymctoTta, BHYTPU, CKOpee BCero, Toxe. YBEPEH, C
boriuamu npobnem HeT. XopoLnn KOMaHaNP — XOPOLLME BOVHbI.

— He nosepsat?

— He nosepsaT, — KUBHYN JpUK.

— A ecnu ckaxem, 4To BOKpYr ABeHaguaTon bawHu 3acen pa3bonHmnyunm otpsag?
Wnu BToprnmce 6onubl 3 XaHctea?

— W Cronuua npucnana pewntb 3Ty npobnemy Hac... [1soux. Ara. He cmewn.
W 3abyab. lonneain 3TO NOMNo, U nongem.

— OnATb B HOYb? — HaUrpaHHo xanobHo npoTsHyn Cam.

— Toxe MHe, HexeHka! Brnepea! — 3puk 3annom onpokuHyn B ceba octaTku
nMBa 1 XMNOMHYI KPY>KKOW MO CTONy. — Yyto, Hac XaeT Koe-4TO MHTEPEeCHEHbKOE.

— HakoHeL-To! — ero ogHornasbi HanapHWK CKpUBWUI CBOE U3YpOAoBaHHOE
N0, YTO O3HA4Yano MNonbITKY yrbIGHYTLCS.

3 TaBepHb! BLILWNKW KOraa XMypbli, NOKPLITLIA NeneHon AeHb, nepesanuvn 3a
nonosuHy. [opon Obin KpynHbIA, U BOKPYr cCHoBano 6ecyncrieHHoe KOnMYecTBO
nogen. KTo-to nporynuearscs, KTo-TO Tallusl Ha cnvHe KOpobKku ¢ ToBapamu, a KTo-TO
nbiTanca npogatb MX MNPOXo4sAWMM MUMO MeCTHbIM. Ha npunaBku, 3aBaneHHble
BCAKOW BcsiumMHOM 6Gonubl TpuHaguaTtoro OTpsiga gaxe He nocMmoTpenu, cpasy
HanpaBWUIIMCb MO LEHTpanbHOM ynuue K Boixogy Ha CeBepHbin TpakT. o dakTy, oHa
N g9Bndnacb 4acTbio 3TOM [peBHEW [Oporn, WU rocerfieHMe, BOKPYr KOTOPOro
BO3Bbllanacb AobpoTHas ABYXMETpPOBas kKaMeHHas CTeHa, BO3BOAMMIOCH NPSMO Ha
HeMm. [Ina 3ToM MECTHOCTM Takoe 6b1n1o 605bLION peaKoCTbo, U MHOTME NpeanoYnTanm
He TpaTUTCH Ha AoporocTosiwme Mmatepuarbl, 06xoascb 0ObIYHBIM AEPEBOM.

Bopota nog cBogyaTom apkol OXpaHsanuchb rypbbon cTpaxHukoB. OHM
TWaTenNbHO ocMaTpuMBanu BCeX BXOOALWMX B ropof 1 NoYTU He obpalany BHUMaHue
Ha BbiIxogdawmx. OgHaKo, BOOPYXXEHHbIE KIMHKaMU BOMHbI, Myckan U cTapble, a Bce



Xe npukoBanu kK cebe B3rnagbl. Heckonbko oxpaHHuKoB OGpocunu 6egonary ¢
KOTOMKOM, KOTOPOro MypPbDKUIIN MUHYTY C NIULIHMM U ABMHYNUCb HaBcTpedy Camy m
OpwKy, NpegocTeperaroLLe BbICTaBMB nepen cobom pyKu.

— Kro Takne? Kyaa HanpaBsnsietecb? — € xo4y Hayarn oguH U3 HUX.

— A BaM-TO YTO? — He pacTepsancs ogHOrnasbIun.

— He npunomHio, 4To6 MblI Nyckanu B ropog HarneuoB! — npucoeanHuncs
BTOPOW.

— Harneubl BownNun Yyepes gpyrue BOpoTa, — BMeLlancs IpuK, XMypo OrfsiaeB
HanapHuka. — B yuem geno?

— Ewe pas, kTo Takne?

— TpuHaguaTbin OTpsA.

— Acb? — 60eL, HeJOYMEHHO NpuNogHsN 6poBu 1 NoYvecan 3aTblfok. — Kakon
ewe otpaa?

— A Tbl FOBOPWI «MNOMTU UMBUNN3ALNAY ... — NPOTsHYN CaMm, KpuBSA Nnuo.

— 3aTkHUCb. He xBaTano HaM HENPUATHOCTEN C MECTHBIMM.

— BoT1-BOT, 370 Mbl MOXeM! — BTOpPOW CTpaXXHWK MO-O4enoBOMYy nogdoumncs.
— Jlnbo otBeyvanTe, NMbO B TIOPbMY, NNBO... TaK YK 1 BbITb, ONNayYnBanNTE NOLUIIMHY
n Banute. Mbl cerogHs gobpble, BepHo, Pom?

— TouHo!

OpwK BbIGpOCKN NEBYO PYKYy, 4TOObI OCTaHOBUTL ABMHYBLUEerocs Bnepeq Cama,
W Onga ero Bo3pacTta, NonyyYunnoch y TpuHaguaToro Hensioxo.

— Mpem n3 Ctonuubl, Co cneumanbHbiM NOpyYeHnem K ABeHaguaTton balHe.

— A c yero 6bl Ham B 3TO BepUTb? [JOKYMEHTLI eCTb?

CaM rnyxo 3apblvan, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT 3a MX CNUHaMK pa3fanochb pXaHue u
CTYK KOMbIT O KaMEHHYI MOCTOBYH. CTpaKHUKM yOMBMEHHO packpbinu rnasa. M3
ropoga gsurancsa 6oratbli YEPHbIN IKUMNAXK, YKPALUEHHbIN BUTUEBATOW POCMUCHIO U
3anpsbKeHHbIN WwecTtepkon nowaaen. OH kak 6yaTo He cobupancsa ocTaHaBNMBaTbCA,
a notomy, n TpuHaguaTble, U CTPAXHWKA pas3oM OTCTYNUNN B CTOPOHY, NMO3BOMSS
kKapeTe npoexatb. OgHaKo, OAMH M3 OBYX CUMAALUMX Ha KO3rax WU3BO34YMKOB, PE3KO
HaTsAHYN NOBOAbS, 3aCTaBNASA XXMBOTHbIX CHU3WUTb CKOPOCTb M 3amepeTb, pasgyBas
Ooka 1 nNpuTONbIBas KoMNbITamMu.

CnepBa HM4Yero He MNpPOMCXOOMNO, U CTPaXHUKM BMecTe C TpuHaguatbiMu
YCTaBUNNCb Ha 3aHaBELLEHHbIE OKOLLKM dKMnaxa. Yepes Kakoe-To BpeMsi, Koraa OHu
BBOM HantoboBanucb, OBepua C HapMCOBaHHbIM Ha Hew repbom MeaneHHo
pacnaxHynachb, 1 rnasam cobpaBLUMXCs NpeacTana 3HaTHasi, COBCEM He cTapas gama
B MPOCTOM, HO 3fieraHTHOM YepHoM nnatbe. M3 ykpalweHun Ha Hen Gbinn cepbrn C
HeBGeCHO-ronybbIMN KaMHAMM N TaKOW e KyroH B cepebpsiHom onpase. 3aBMaeB ee
Lo IpUK HAXMypUncs.

KeHwmHa menneHHo obsena cobpaBLUMXCSA BOMHOB W MPOCTbIX 3€BaK CBOMM
XONOAHbIM CMOKOWHbIM B3rns40M, a 3aTeM yaAUBNEHHO nNpunoaHsina 6posu. Pagom ¢
ABepuen, okono ctyneHek 3amep Cam ¢ NpOoTsSIHYTON NagoHbHo.

— O, 6bnarogapto, — nNpousHecna gama, OornepeBLINCb Ha Hee OOHOW PYKOW U
noaxesaTvB nogosi nnatbsd. — Hagewcb, MOW CKPOMHBbIA  3KMNaX HUKOMY He
nomeLwlaeT?

— Huckonbko, — npomMamnun oauH U3 CTpakHUKoB. — Aaa...

Bce, kpome Cama 1 Jprka CMOTPEnu Ha roCTbo C POOOCTLIO, U AaXe HEKOTOPbLIM
GnaroroBeHnem, a BOT TpuHaguatble, noBugaBLLne Hemano nogobHbix 0cob, coBcemM
He cTecHsnucb. W Bce e, KOMaHgupa oTpsga yavsuna ogHa HeoOblyHAs BeLlb.
HensBecTHas gama CNOKOMHO MpUHSANA NOMOLLb €ro HamapHuka, B TO BPEMS, Kak



noyTn Bce XutenobHuubl CTonuubl NnpegnoynTtany ob6xoguTb 3TOro Yenoseka MeTpoB
3a 4ecATb. YK CUMbHO nyrana ux ero ManonpusitTHasi BHELLHOCTb.

— lMpusHaTbCA, He oxXunaana a9 BCTpeTuTb 34ecb BOMHOB TpuHaguatoro OTtpsaga,
— NpousHecrna gama, nocne Toro, kak okasanacb Ha 3emre.

OT Nnogo6HbIX CNOB JPUK HAXMYPWIICS eLle CUNbHee.

— Mbl 3HaKOMbI? — MPOTAHYN OH, BHMMAaTENbHO BCMaTpMBasicb B repb u
Hanpsiras namsaTb.

— KocBeHHo. Mow cynpyr Bcerga uHtepecoBancsa crtpaxamu WMmnepun, u
YaCcTeHbKO pacckasbiBan MHe 06 ux npeacraBuTensX.

— Hexenwn, gowno n o Hac, CTofb He3HaYUTENbHbLIX NEPCOH? — BCTYyNuUN B
urpy Coam.

— He HyXHO cKpoMHM4yaTb. Ha Bawux nneyax nexut OGonbluas
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, a B 3akpomax bactnoHa, yx € yBepeHa, npunpsaTaHbl
6ecuyncneHHble 3HaHNSE 0 MHOMUX. .. CKaXkeM Tak, HeoObIYHbIX BeLlax, — nporosopuna
Aama 1 NeroHbKO paccmesnach.

— Hy, nu6o mbl npocTble cymacliegmne, — SpUK HaKOHEL, BCMOMHWI, Tae OH
BMAEN OaHHbIN repb 1 eaBa He NPUCBUCTHYI.

Takoe 6GoraTtoe cemMenCTBO M Tak ganeko ot Crtonuubl, Aa K ToMmy xe, 6e3
OXpaHbl.

— O, A yBepeHa, 4To 31O HaroBopbl. Mbl C My>keM B Bac BEpMM, — OHa BCe eLle
ynblbanacb, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT B €€ TEeMHbIX, KakK Konoubl HOYbIO, rnasax
NPOMESIbKHYNO HEYTO CTPaHHoe.

OpwvK efBa 3aMeTun U3MEHEHWE, HO caenan Bua, YTo HMUYero He GbINo 1 gaxe
KMBHYN, onycKkas B3rnsz B 3eMto, CTapasiCb He BblAaBaTb JIMLLUHETO.

— Haw komaHanp — 6OonblWOW CKPOMHUK, — nocnewun BMewaTtbca Cam,
YCNEBLUNIN HEMHOIO OTCTYNMUTb. — A KCTaTu, MOXHO NOMHTEpecoBaTbCA?

— Kakas Henerkas 3aHecna MeHs B 3T Kpas? — ee B3rnag npnobpen npexHio
HEMNPUHYXXOEHHOCTb.

MMoxunon BOVMH yTBEPAUTENBHO KMBHYM, HE OYeHb YAMBMASACH CTOSlb TOYHOM
poragke.

— Bce npocto. Mo myx — 3aaanein nytewectBeHHuK. O6vesaun Nmnepuio
BOONb W nonepek, 6biBan n B XaHcTBe, 1 B KoHrnomeparte, a COBCEM HeOaBHO,
BO3BpalladACb W3 o4vepedHOM noe3dku, ObHapyxun B ropax Ha ceBepo-3anaje
3a0poLUEHHbIN U NONypa3pyLUEHHbI 3aMOK. He 3Hato, 4TO Ha Hero Halwno, HO Tenepb
3TN pasBanuHbl Hawun. OH oTNpaBunicsa Tyda Mo BeCHe U OO CUX MOp 3aHUMaeTcs
BOCCTaAHOBEHNEM.

[ama roBopwuna Becerno 1 HEMpUHYXOeHHO, Kak ByaTo O cambiX OObIKHOBEHHbIX
Bewax, u nytewecrteme n3 Ctonuubl K rpaHmuam benon MNycTbiHM — aABNANoOCL Ans
Hee CNOKOMHOW NPOryJSiKon.

— A Kak e pa3bonHNKN 1 NpoYne nuxadm? — cnpocun JpuK, 3arnsabisasi en
3a cnuHy. — He cTpaluHo 6e3 oxpaHbl?

— CTtpawHo. Ho, B Takne MOMEHTbI 51 ymato O cynpyre, Bedb OH y4acTBOBasn B
Kyga Gornee onacHbIX NyTewecTBUSIX U BCerda BbIXOAMM HeBpeauMbiM. S Bepto,
noaam NpusiTHee coBepLlaTbh XOpoLlee, a He BpeauTb.

— Torga 6bl B HUX He 6bI0 cMmbicna, — Cam ykasan Ha coBceM 3abbITbIX,
HaBOCTPMBLUMX YLUN CTPAKHUKOB, YTO HEYBEPEHHO MSANIUCb B HECKOSNbKUX MeTpax
cboky.

— [Moxanyn, — gama cHoBa ynblbHynacb. — Hagetoch, Bawe nto6bonbITCTBO
yOOBNETBOPEHO, U S MOrYy paccynTbiBaTb Ha B3aUMHOCTb?



— TpeBOXHble HOBOCTU U3 OKPECTHOCTEN ABeHaauaTon bawHn, — Hadan Cawm,
A0 TOro, kak QpuMK Cymern ero ocTaHoBUTb. — Hy>XHO NpoBepUTb.

— O, uto-T0 no Bawen yactn? Kak nHtepecHo. Tem 6onee, 3aMoK My>a COBCEM
psaom... Bnpoyem, Hukakmx nogpobHocTen. PaboTta, noHMmaro. MoxeT, coctaBuTe
MHE KOMMNaHui? Jkunaxem byaeT GicTpee.

— Cnacmnbo 3a npeanoxeHune, Ho BblHY>XAEHbI 0TKa3aTbCsl, — JPUK NOKNOHUICS.
— Y Hac ecTb HECKONBbKO Aen no nyTtu. He xotenock 6bl HUKOrO 3aaepXXmnBaThb.

— [a-ga, koHe4yHo. Toraa ygaun! KTo 3HaeT, MOXeT eLle BCTPeTMMCS.

[Jama noodepegHoO noxana MM PyKM M BeEpHyrnacb K OBepLe, HO B CaMbii
nocrnegHMin MOMEHT NEeroHbKO XIlonHyna cebs [BymMsa nanbuamm no néy wu
obepHynace.

— Bbl Beab cnblwanu o npoucwectsun B bactmoHe?

CTpaKHMKN HaXMypPUITUCh.

— KaxeTcs, HeT. Bnpo4yem, BalLm NOAOMNEYHbIE CO BCEM CnpaBununcb. HaeepHoe,
HUYEro Cepbe3Horo.

— Cnacubo 3a HOBOCTW, — MPOU3HEC CKBO3b CxXaTble rybbl Spuk.

— He 3a yto. Cnacmnbo 3a komnaHuto. Ewe pas ygauuw.

OHa NoBKO 3anpbirHyna B KapeTy, 1, efBa X035ka okasanacb BHYTPU, N3BO34NK
cpasy e noacTerHyn koHen. CTpaXHWKW, 4TOo ObiM y BOPOT, MOMEHTarnbHO
paccTynunucb, a Te ABoe, Y4To Aokonanucb 0o Opuka n Cama Kyga-To UCnapunnch,
Kak 6yaTo nx un He 6bino. TpuHaguaTtble APYKHO NEPErfnsaHYUCH.

OpHako, 3aroBopunu CNycTss MUHYT AecATb, KOraa Brnepean packpbincs
3apocwmnin ¢ 0604MHbI TPaAKT, a ropo C ero BOpOTaMm 1 KAMEHHbIMU CTEHaMM OcTarncs
COBCEM Y>X No3agu.

— 3a4yem Thbl pacckasan en npo [BeHaguaTtyio? — TyT Xe Hadan JOpuk, Koraa
NpoBEepUI, YTO 3a HAMWN HUKTO He Habnoaaer.

— [Mocnywan, — CaM NpUMUPUTENBHO NOAHAN NagoHU. — CKOMbKO Mbl
3HaKkombl? JleT TpuguaTb, COPOK?

— [Mpekpawan 3annBaTtb. [JaBawn kK geny.

— [la Tbl 1 cam BMAen ee peakuuto, HeT? Beab oHa gaxke He NoMHTepecoBanach
nogpobHoctamn. CTpaHHOBATO 451 BaXXHOW AaMbl, a?

— W paBHO Tbl CTan 3HATOKOM «BaXHbIX gam»? — OpUK crnerka ocTbifl U
nossonun cebe ycmexHytbcsa. — Ho ga, 4To-TO B 3TOM ecTb. S NOMHI0 Mx repd co
Cronuubl. KTo-TO 13 npnbnmkeHHbIx camoro Mimnepatopa. OyepegHble apucTokpaThbl.

— [a o 4yem mbl BoOOLWE? [MyTewecTByeT 6€3 oxpaHbl, 3HAaeT O crneundguke
Hallen OesTenbHOCTU, He yAMBMNacb HOBOCTAM O ABeHaguaton bawHe. U Bce ¢
Takon npoctoTon... OT apuctokpatkn? M3 ueHTpa umMBUIM3oBaHHOrO mmpa? Hy-Hy.
UTo Tam 3a pyuHbI, He 3HaeLwb?

— bes noHatua. A 3geck Brnepsble. [la n Ha KapTax HUYEro He 3aMeTusI.

— OHn mornu u yctapeTb. nn Hao6opoT, 6bITb CAULWKOM HOBbIMKU. BOpyr aTo
YTO-TO N3 MOCTPOEK NPEATEM.

— [ymato, mbl ewe ysHaem. CornaceH, geno Heuuctoe. I cembsa ata ¢ HUM
cBsi3aHa.

— A 6b1 gobaBwun, YTO Aamoyka HanpsaMmyto 06 3Tom npeaynpeauna.

— 3auem? — yaueneHHo cnpocun Cam, WypsAcb OT NpobuBaloLlerocs ckBO3b
BETBU JEepEBbEB CBETA.

— A KTO nx 3Haert. Noan pasdbepun, — IpUK YCMEXHYICS.

— Tak Hago 6bIno cornacuTbes, YToObl Noabpocunu.

— Ara, n Torga 6bl Mbl BCTPETUNUCL C NpobnemMamun paHblue, Yem 6binn Obl K
HWM rOTOBbI.



— 39393, apyr, kK Takomy He noaroToBuwbecA. Jlyywe yx cpasy, ga B OMyT C
ronoBown. Yero TaHyTb?

— WNHoraa g 3abbiBato, YTO Thl YXKE CTapuKk.

Cam nuuwb ynbiOHYNcs, NO0 OObIKHOBEHUIO CKPMBMB NWLIO, M Aanblue MoLnim
Monya. CeBepHbIN TPaKT TAHYNCA W TSAHYNCHA, OAEPEBbS U KYCTbl MO €ro Kpasm
CTaHOBUNUCb TO Trylle, TO MOSIHOCTbIO MUcye3anun, 4Tobbl TpuHaguaTble MOrnu
HabngaTb YCTPEMIIEHHbIE KyOa-TO BAanb MOMs W 3€feHble€ MOJSIOCKM HAaCTOALLMX
ryCTbIX necoB Ha ropu3oHTe. ConHLe eLle He ycnesio onycTUTbCH 3a MepuatoLine Ha
ceBepe ropbl, noroga Gbina Ha yauBreHue TENOon, a Aopora Ka3anocb COBEPLUEHHO
nycton n desntogHon. [axe nrtaxu, U Te Monyanun, ¢ MHTEPECOM NornsabiBas Ha
NPOXoAsWnNX MUMO JHOAEN, BMECTO TOro, 4tobbl MpoBOXaTb M3 3anMBUCTbIMU
Tpensamu.

C nepBbiMM NpM3HaKamMM HACTYNatoLLLEro BeYepa NoBeAo Npoxnagon, N Kaxkabli
pas, korga TpuHaguaTtble BAbIXanu odepeaHyo nopumo, Bo3ayx, kazanocb CKkpunen.
[MepBbiM He Bblaepxan Cam.

— Kak gymaews, ee cnosa npo bactmoH — npasga?

— ComHeBatocb. BoamoxxHO, xoTena BepHyTb Hac Hasag. He 3Haw, — Opuk
NOTAHYMCA WU, C YOMBUTENbHOW ANSA ero Bo3pacta rMOKOCTb, 3anoXun nagoHu 3a
ronosy. — [1a n He BaXHO, y>xe He npoBepuTb. [1o CTonuubl 4aneko, He BUXY CMbICna
nepexusatb. Tem 6onee, octanucb bopuc n Pygoned. CTapuk, KOHEYHO, HEMOLLIEH,
HO MO3ru y Hero paboTatoT.

— OT10 TOYHO. bbin 6bl HAa AecsaTb NeT MonoXxe — Hanpocuncs dbl C HAMMW.

OHun npopomkmnn HecnewHyto G6eceny, obCcyannu Kakme-To HecyLWeCcTBEHHbIE
MEenoYn U NPONYCTUAM TOT MOMEHT, KOr4a AeHb nepeLuen rpaHnly cymepek, a 3atem
N Houn. Hebo 3aBOMOKMNO Tyyamu, NyHa MNOYTM HE OCBelwlana Aopory, U mnatu
CTaHOBWUIIOCL CrioXHee. Hackonbko JpuK MOMHWUN KapTy, Bnepean OosmkHa Obina
HaxoaAnTbCA AepeBEHbKA, 0603HAYEHHAA KPOXOTHOM Toukon. OgHaKo, HECMOTPS Ha
BCE pacyeTbl, OHM 0 Hee Tak U He aobpanuck. Npuwnocs cBopavmBaTth B CTOPOHY,
e[Ba He CTOSIKHYBLUMCb C KaKMM-TO NOOOMbLITHLIM 3BEPEM, MU yCTpamBaTb Houner
nocpeamu nposecka.

KocTtep, 4Tobbl HE NpuBneKaTb BHUMaHWE C AOPOrn, PeLunsin He pasXuratb, U
npakTn4eckn cpasdy ob aTom noxanenu. XonogHee CTaHOBUOCbL CTPEMUTENBLHO, a
3aTeMm OTKyda He BO3bMWUCb 3a4yn CUMbHEWLLMA BETEp M3 TEX, B KOMMNaHUM C
KOTOPbIMU NPUXOOAT JOXAWN. DPUK NONMOTHEE 3aKyTancs B KypTKy, NOTEp 3aHbiBLUEE
KONEHO M TYT Xe Nony4nsn YyBCTBUTENbHbIN yaap B nne4vo. Cam npuxan nanew K rydam
1 NoKasbiBan pykow Ha 4opory.

Tam, no camon cepeaunHe TpakTa, ABUrancs Hen3BeCTHbIN B YepHOM nnaile C
KanowoHoM. OH 6bin coBceM OAuH U ©e3 opyxus. KomaHamp TpuHaguaTtbIxX
YOVBIMEHHO NpuUNOAHAN cefyt 6poBb M MeaneHHO BcTan. HecmoTpss Ha Bce
OCTOPOXXHOCTb, MO €ro HOrom XpycTHyna BeTka. Yenosek pe3ko 06epHyrcsa Ha 3BYK,
N CTPaXXHMKaM NoKa3arocb, YTO B TEMHOTE NPOMENbKHYNN ABE TYCKIble (PNONEeTOBbIE
To4kn. OHM pa3oM MOPrHynu, a Korga BHOBb OTKPbINN rfa3a — Ha TpakTe HUKOro He
Oblinio.

— MHe Xe He nokasanocb, — npowentan Cam.

— A ToXe ero sBuaen. Nownu nposepum...

Oba TyT XXe OBUHYNMCb B CTOPOHY A4OPOrN, HO CKOSIbKO HE CTapanucb, Tak U He
HaLUNW HWU O4HOro cnefa nponasBwero YyenoBeka. M3-3a aToro, cnatb UM B 3Ty HOYb
He [OOBENnoCb, a HayTpo, KOraa nepBble COMIHEYHbIE Jy4M OKPaCUIM BEPXYLLKK
aepesbeB, TpuHaguaTble 4obpanucb A0 NOTEPSAHHON LEPEBEHBKM.



XI

Bopota oguHHaguaTton cTopoxeBow bawHu Gbinn pacnaxHyTbl HacTeXb, HO
XUTenun AepeBeHbKU, BbICTPOEHHOM BOKPYT Hee CNOKOMHO X04MnM MUMO, He obpaluas
Ha 93TO HMKakoro BHUMaHuA. K nogobHOMy OHWM npuBbIKNW. EAMHCTBEHHbLIN

ocTaBWMCcA Ha cnyxbe BOWH — CpeaHeBO3pacTHOM MyX4YMHa C Hebonbwunm
XNBOTOM, BnecTsLen NbICON roNoBOM M OrpOMHBIMK MpeannedybsiMm — Ben cebs
OTKpPbITO, Obll O4YeHb OOWUTENBHBIM W CMOKOWHBIM, W BOpPOTa — CHAYXUIK

AONOMNHUTENBbHLIM TOMY NOATBEPXAEHNEM.

Cenvac, korga cosiHue onycTUNOCh K rOPU3OHTY BMSIOTHYIO, a 6arpsHble obnaka
MEPHO NMbINY Hag CMOTPOBOW Nrowagkon balwHu, ee eqUHCTBEHHbIN XUTENb, 3Bann
KoToporo boc, 3aHnmancs cBoOMMM 00bIYHBIMU XO3SMCTBEHHBIMUW AeNaMun: 3aTacknusarn
BHYTPb MELLKWN C KPYNOWN, KOTOpble NPUHECM eMy AepeBeHckune. PaboTtatb oH nobun
N HUKOr4a He NPOCUI O NOMOLLM, NpeanoYMTasi CnpaBnNATbLCA CaMOCTOATENBbHO. 3aTo,
TaK >Xe HMKOrga He OTKasbliBan B MOMOLLM APYrMM, 3a YTO Obln yBaXkaeM BCEMU BOKPYT.

Tem BpemeHeM, ocTanacb MocrnegHdaAs xogka, u boc nerko, Kak MyLIMHKY,
3aKWHYI OFPOMHBbIV Bayn Ha CNUHY 1 BCe-Taku, Npexae Yem ABUratbCsl BHYTPb 3a4eM-
TO MOBEPHYICSA K ynuue. Tam, NpsaMO B LIEHTPe OOPOrK, B flydax 3akaTHOro cosiHua
3acTblfl YyenoBek B YepHoOM. CTpaKHMK cpasdy cbpocurn MeLOoK Ha 3emMm U no-
AenosoMy ynepcs B 6oka.

— Y70, Heyxenu nopa? — 3akpuyarn OH, NOCrie Yero pacxoxoTarics.

TeMHasa purypa HM4ero He oTBeTUNa M NPOCTO MEANEHHO nowna HascTpeyy. K
TOMY MOMEHTY, KOrja Henm3BeCTHbIN OCTaHOBUIICA B MeTpe oT boca, nocnegHas yactb
COMHLUA HbIpHyna 3a ropu3oHTa WM nepecrana OTCBeYMBaTb CTPaXKHWKY B rrasa.
Tenepb OH MOr pacCMOTPETL NMLO BU3NTepa nogpobHee.

— Hwu kannn He nameHuncsa. Bot n mHe Obl Tak! — xo035sm1H baluHu Obin Becen.

— Y10 Te6Ee MelaeT? — HaKOHeLU-TO NPOU3HEC FOCTb.

— CoBecTb. Ho, noxoxe, Tbl 30ecb He 3aTeM... 3angelwb unu kak? He xouy,
4YTOObI 3TO NMPOM3OLIIO Ha rnasax y MeCcTHbIX. Xopowwue nioau, Bapyr bpocarcsa Ha
nomMoLb...

— 3angy, — My>X4MHa B YEPHOM CO LUPaMOM Ha NepPeHOCULE KUBHYI.

— OTnunyHo!

boc cHoBa B345Cs 3a MELLOK M TakK Xe ferko, Kak B NepBbiv pas, BEPHYS ero Ha
CMVHY, a 3aTeM MaxHyn rocTio pykon. OHK BbICTPO Npeogonenu apky BOPOT, XO35IMH
3abpocun Howy B KNagoBKy, a ABpawn aoXaancs ero B 3ane, novtu ¢ nobonbITCTBOM
ornaabiBasiCb N0 CTOPOHaM.

— Kak tebe mos 6epriora? — B rorioce ctpaxa 4yBCTBOBarnacb ropaocCTb.

— HocTtonHo. CnpaBnseLbca nyywe, Yem ABa gecsTka nogemn.

— Tak Beap A 1 He YyenoBek, — boc ycmexHynca. — Cnywan, ABpaun, a MOXeT
no Tpybouke, a?

— He oTkaxycb.

loCcTb CHAN ¢ cebs nnaw, NoBecun ero Ha Topyalwun Henoganeky Kpro4voK U
AocTan M3 KapmaHa KypuTenbHble NpuHaanexHoctTu. CTpaKHUK TEM BPEMEHEM B
OOMHOYKY TMPUKPbIT OrPOMHbIE CTBOPbI BOPOT M OCTaBWU NvWb HebOoMbLUYHO,
BblpE3aHHYIO B NPaBoK YacTu, ABepLY.

— [lo MmeHs gownu HoBocTM O Xame. [Nepepanu no Tenerpady. FoBOpAT, OH
OblN €ANHCTBEHHBLIM XpaHUTenem TpeTben bawHu... XKanko ctapuka. OgHako, KTo-TO
okasan emy nocnefHuve novectu, — HacTtana oyepeab OBYX Kpecen, koTopble boc
nocTaBun Nepesq yxe 3ax>KeHHbIM KaMUHOM.



ABpaunn HM4Yero He OTBETUI, MPUCEN B TO, YTO BbINO cnpasa, noganbLue OT BXo4a
N BrvKe K KaMeHHOW NecTHULE Ha BTOPOM aTax.

— MoxeT 6bITb, 40 TebA AOLWNO YTO-HMOYAb ewe? — HaKoHeL, NPOU3HEC roCThb,
nocre Toro kak o6a oHM Habunu B Yawwm Tabak 1 packypunu Tpyoku.

— Tak Tbl Npuwen ciofa He 3a MHOW, a YTOObI NocnyLwaTe HOBOCTU? — MOLUYTUS
boc.

— lMNoxanyn, — Ha nuue My>X4YnHbl nosiBunach cnabas ynolibka.

X03aunH GalHM 3akawnancs, NnogaBMBLUNCH ObIMOM.

— YX Tbl X e... A 9-T0 gyman, npuvwwna nopa oTnpasnaTbCs B MHOW Mup. He
Hefend, a nec ero 3Haet 4yto. O4HO yaMBRNEeHWe 3a ApYrMMm, — BbIFrOBOPWUIT OH CMYCTS
nonmuHyTel. — CnepBa BO ABope balwHu ocTaHaBnuBaeTCcsa LUMKapHasi YepHas
KapeTa C He MEHEee LUMKAPHOW XXEHLLMHOM BHYTPW, NOCIE Yero ABnsiewbes Tol. M MHe
KaXkeTcsl, 3TO He coBrnageHue. Y KpacHon ckarsbl NOSIBUNCA XO3SWH. ..

ABpaunn KMBHyI, BbiNyckas U3 HO34pPEn AbIM.

— OpgHako, Yero 1 Mory pacckasaTb 3HaMeHUTOMY OXOTHUKY?

— 3pecb TBOs 3emMnsi. Tbl 3Haelb ee nyylle MeHs.

— Mosg 3emns... Xa. lonyctum. Ho cnepsa no3Bosib CnpocuTb. [loyemy Tbl HE
youn Jlopanb? Bbl e BCTpeyanucb, OHa He cTana HUYero CKpbiBaTb.

— lyman passepHeTcs... Hy, y MmeHs ewe 6yaeTt Takast BO3MOXHOCTb.

— Pewwn patb waHc? — boc paccmeancsa. — Tak xe, Kak U 0gHOMY Tyso
TpuauaTtb neT Ha3ag. Msarvaelsb.

— lynen 6bino asoe. OguH 3TOT WAaHC He onpasgan. [pyron — nowen B
CTPaXHUKKN, NIOOBUM MECTHbIMW U genaeT OTIMYHYK HACTOWKY M3 NMeCHbIX srod, —
Apaun cHoBa ynblbHyncs. — YTo Tbl 3Haewb 0 Myxe Jlopanb?

— Qo00... Tyt 6bI CNepBa BbINUTb. Ha GpycHuke nnn kniokee?

— Mepeoe.

Bboc Bckounn c kpecna u cberan Kk cBon 06pas3uoBON KnagoBKe, B KOTOPOMW
XPaHWUNCb HE TONbKO NPOAYKTbl OT MECTHbIX, HO U COBCTBEHHOPYYHO CAENaHHbIe
3aKaTKkv U MapuHagbl BMECTe C ankoroniemM. Yepesa MUHYTY Y Kpecer NosiBUIICH CTOMWK
c OyTbINKOM B onneTke 1 ABa CTakaHa.

— C yero 6bl Ha4yaTb, — KpacHasi, Nonynpo3payHas XnakocTb OTNpaBuiach B
Xenyaok xo3sauHa bawHn. — MHe kaxeTcs, 4To OH... He Takon, Kak ocTtanbHble TBOU
NPOTMBHUKN. ['Opa3go, BO MHOro pas cunbHee n xutpee. C HUM BygeT He npocTo.
YTtobbl Tl NoHMMan, Jlopanbe Ha ero ¢oHe, YTo rynb Ha doHe Jlopanb. Bpoage un co
CnocobHOCTAMMU, HO... — Boc pasBen pykamu.

— W3 nepBbIXx geten... — npomsHec ABpaws, nocMaTpuBasl CKBO3b CTakaH Ha
OrOHb.

— Kak n Tb1? — x03anH bawHu nogoxpan oTBeTa, HO BMAS, YTO FOCTb He
pearvpyeT, npogormkun cam: — [la 6pock, 3TO Xe scHee AcHOoro. [laxe Takomy, Kak
A. KOHEYHO, X0391MH MEHS HM BO YTO He MocBSALLan, n ckopee Bcero, cam bbin u3 Tex,
KOMY nofo0bHble cekpeTbl He OBEPSIOT, HO...

— Hert. OHun gpyrue. W gaBan 3akpoem aty Temy. A nay k AseHaguaTton bawHe.
YTO Tbl O Hel 3HaelWwb?

— JlagHo, — npoTaHyn boc HemMHOro pasodapoBaHHO. — [lBeHaguaTas
ctopoxeBas bawHsa. Haxogutcs 3anagHee ropHown rpagbl, otaenswowen Mopacuio
oT benon nycTtblHW, nocnegHasa B uenodke. MNMocTpoeHa, kak u Bce, NPUMEPHO BO
BTOPOM cTonetum nocne BowHbl. Matepman — HeusBecTteH. CoeanHeHa cC
ocTanbHbIMKU Tenerpadom. MoCTOAHHbIN KOHTUHFEHT — OKOSO NSATHAALUATM YENOBEK.

[Moka CTpaXKHUK roBOpuUIl, OH nooyepenHo 3arnban nanblbl Ha JIEBOW pyKe, HO
3aTeM OCTaHOBUIICA Y MOCMOTPEN HAa MOSYaLLLEro rocTsS.



— W3 TOro, 4To Thl HE 3HaewWwb?

ABpaun KnsHyn.

— XXunu oHun, He Tyxunu. KomaHamp xupen n obpactan 6orarctBamu, ga u
ocTanbHble He anosanucb. M BOT ofHaxabl B OKHax 3abpOLIEeHHOro, Mno4vTu
npeBpaTUBLLErOCs B PyMHbl 3aMka nossunca ceeT. KpacHas ckana BHOBb obpena
xo3saunHa. Tebe JomKHO BbITb M3BECTHO, YTO HAXOAUTCS OH ceBepo-3anagHee baluHn,
B Tpex-yeTblpex OHAX nyTu. IMEHHO NO3TOMY MECTHbIE HMYEero He 3anogo3punu, a
MOXeT, NPOCTO He obpaTunu BHMMaHue. O4HaAKO, CNyCTS HECKOSbKO Hedenb Havanu
NPOUCXOAUTb CTPAHHOCTK, BECTb O KOTOPbIX Aowna u OO0 MeHs. YTo nogenatsb,
NPULLNOChL UATU NPOBEPATD. ..

Boc 3amornk, cnerka M3MeHMBLUUCL B NvLe 1, CnoBHO 6bl NnocTapes. Bo Bcskom
cnyyae, MOPLUMH Yy HEro gBHO nNpuMbaBunoch, a NPOAOSHKUIT CTPAKHUK TOSNbKO nocre
TOro, Kak BHOBb npuBen cebs B nopsagok.

— B obuwem, s He cmor. CToMnNo nokasaTbCsa paspyLLeHHbIM CTEHAM, KakK BHYTpU
Yy MEHS YTO-TO 060pBanoch, Kak 6yaATo XN3Hb pelunna B o4HOYacbe NOKUHYTb TeMo...
Takoe 4yBCTBO, YTO TOT, KTO HaXOAWNCS B pyMHax — cneuuanbHO Bbhkgan, noka s
npubnuxycb, a noToMm, YAOBMETBOPMB CBOE IOOOMLITCTBO, pewunsi OT MeHs
n3baBuTbLCA. ..

— Kak gaBHo Tbl en? — nepebun Aspawvn, He rMsasa Ha cobecenHuka.

— [Mapy net Hasag. He nomHio. baHauTbl 06X04AT AEPEBHIO CTOPOHON.

— Tbl Mor 6bl 6paTb HEMHOrO Y XUTENEN.

— Mor 6bl, — Boc ynbibHyrnca. — Ho He 6pan. A nHa4ve 6bl Tbl CO MHOW He
pasroBapusarn, Tak?

— Tak. Bce ele xoyelwb 6bITb YENOBEKOM, XOTb 3TO U HEBO3MOXXHO.

— Moyemy xe? Ecnu g He Byay ecTb, TO MPOCTO COCTApIOCh, Kak BCE OCTalbHbIe
N CMOKOMHO yMpy Yy cebsi B kpoBaTuU. EAMHCTBEHHOE, Yero g HUKoraa He YBMXKY — 3TO
nnayb NepexuBaroLLnX 3a eayLIKY BHYKOB 1 BCTPEBOXEHHbIE Nuua aeten. Ho ¢ atum
S Kak-HMByab cnpaBniock, HeBenunka beaa.

Xo3auH bawHn paccmesnca n BHOBb HanosiHUM CTakaHbl BUHOM.

— TBoe 3gopoBbe!

YOKHynuChb.

— Ho po cyna 6aHauTbl He fOXMBAKOT, Tak?

— Ara. lNocTapeTb g eue ycneto. A noka Mory noMo4yb octarnbHbIM — Mo4YemMy
Obl 1 HeT. B cBepx4yenoBeyeckmx CNocobHOCTAX eCcTb U cBoU npenectn. Tebe nu He
3HaTb.

— YT0 6bINO Aanblie, nocne TBoero Bm3anTa K KpacHown ckane? — nepedun
Aspawun.

— UYto-T0. Korga 4 cmor oTnonatv Hasag, AaBfeHne YMeHbLUNOoChb, U Teno
BHOBb MHE MOAYMHUITOCE. BepHyncs obpaTHO B AepeBHIO 1 NPOBEN HECKOSTbKO AHEN
B NOCTeNn, a 3ateMm, eLle Hegern crnycTs, pewwunn npoeeaaTb ABeHaauaTyo balHio.
BoT TOoNbKO, Ha MoK coobLLeHe OHM OTBeYanu OAMHaKoBbIMWU OTMNMCKaMK, YTO BCe Y
HUX B nopsake. [Npuwnock onsaTe cobupaTtbesa B gopory... B obwem, nnoxom n3 meHs
CcTpaxHuk. Ene cbexan, y>xe BO BTOpon pa3. He noHMmato, Kak OHMU MEHS OTNYCTUIN.
MoxeT, 6bin CAIMLIKOM HEOMbITHBI U HE 3HaNW rpaHunL, CBOMX CUS.

— ynn?

Boc kuMBHyn, packypuBas noraclwyro TpybKy, mocne 4ero caenan HeckosibKO
HebonbLUMX rNOTKOB. [JpoBa K TOMY BPEMEHW NOYTU NPOropenin, HO OCTAaTKN KPaCHbIX
elle yrnemn oceeljanu ero xmypoe nuuo. Xo3saunH bawHm 6onblie He ynbibancs.

— MHoro?



— Bce po eguHoro. Llenas gepeBHsi, — rpo3HO NPOHecnocb No 3any. —
KoHe4Ho, YacTb Xutenem OTNPaBUIIMCL Ha KOPM OCTalibHbIM, OAHAKO, MOXOXe Ha
KpacHon ckane moxeT ObiTb KTO-TO ewe. O6paTtuTb U KOHTPONUPOBATL TOMMY CRyr B
OAMHOYKY... A elle y HUX Obin Bepbep.

— OH TaM 0anH, — CMOKONHO U YBEPEHHO Npon3Hec ABpaurn.

— Takon cunbHbIN? Torga y Hac, u y Teba B nepBylo ovepedb, OrPOMHbIE
npobnembl. Ho noyemy HukTo 06 aToM He npos3Han? B Mopacun npoucxogat
YyZOBMLLUHbIE BELLN, @ K HAM O CMX Nop He 3asiBunacb apmua Mmnepartopa. [a, Mbl
XnBeM B nNonHon rnywun, Ao Ctonuupbl ganeko, n Nnpobrnemsl X He KacatTcs, HO BCe
xe...

— K baluHe BblgBMHYNUCE ABOe U3 TpuHaguaToro otaena.

— [Boe?! — yanBneHHo BOCKNNKHYI boc.

— [Ha. CneuunanncTbl No 6opbbe C HEXUTLIO.

— Tak Begb OHM Xe noan. YTo napa 4enoBek MOXET caenaTtb C XO3SMHOM
KpacHon ckanbl? — cnpocun oH ckopee y ceb4, a 3aTeM B3rfsiHyn Ha CBOEro rocTs.
— XoT4, Ans aToro 3gech Tbl? [lymaelb, cnpaBULLbCA?

ABpaun 6e3pasnnyHo noxar niedamu n Bbinun.

— EcTb k0oe-4To ewe, — boc He cTan goxmnaaTtbesa peakuum oT rocts. — [pynna
OXOTHMKOB. Tak OHM cebsi, BO BCSAKOM cryvae, Ha3biBaloT. [logaBunmch YyTb 6onblue
Mecsua Hasag, Npuwnu c tra, 3 XaHcTBa, HO NMOXoXe, Bce-Taku MecTHble. OTpsag
pasHOLLEepPCTHbIX NUYHOCTeNn. Jlioan GonTalT BCAKOE, HO BPOAE KakK OHM HEMmoxo
cnpaBndalTCa C TeMm, YTO ApyrMe HasbiBaloT HeuyucTblo. CrnepBa noObiBanu B
HebomnbLION AepeBEHbKE, B TpexX AOHAX NyTW OT ABeHaguaton bawHu, 3atem
HaBeJanucb 1 Tyaa, a Tenepb NPAYYTCS rae-To B ropax Ha cesepe.

— Cpean Hux ecTb anbbrMHOC? — BHe3anHo crnpocun Aspawn.

— [a. Bropown nocne komaHaupa, 6enoBosniockbii OXOTHUK. OHN Tebe 3HaKoOMbI?

— MoxHO ckasaTb 1 TakK, — rocTb YnblbHyrncs. — Bo BCAKOM criyvyae oavH.

— CepbesHble nogn?

— K710 3HaerT.

— {4 cnblwan, oHW NPOLLNN B AEPEBHIO OKONO balluHK, NOKOCUM TaM HECKOMbKO
AECATKOB rynen n CnokomHo coexanu, ocTaBmB nocne cedbs Tpynbl U ropswmne gomMa.
O6bI4HbIM NYCTO3BOHAM, KOMX BOKPYr HaBasioM, Takoe He nog cuny. A npo Bepbepa
1 roBopuTb Heyero... Ogonenu gaxe ero.

ABpaun KMBHyI 1 CHOBa ynblbHyncs. Bropon pas 3a NsATb MUHYT, YTO BbINO A4
HEero CoBCeM Y HeeCTECTBEHHbIM.

— W BCce-Takm MHTEpPEeCHO, NoYeMy HeT MaHWKN Yy MeCTHbIX... Kak-6yaTo KTo-To
OYeHb CUNBHO CTapaeTcs He AOoMYCTUTb pacnpocTpaHeHns NHopMaunn, — CBexue
ApoBa HaKOHEeLU-TO 3aHANUCb, CTano ropasgo cesetnee. — [lymato, OHW BbDKMAAKOT.
foTOBAT YTO-TO BOMbLIOE... YTO-TO, paan Yero MOXXHO NOXePTBOBATbL IyNsaMu U Aaxe
obopoTHeM. He Bepto, 4To TyT He oboLnock 6e3 xo3anHa KpacHon ckarnbl. MoxHaTbIv
ObI51 TaM Mo ero Bose, yBepeH Ha CTO npoLeHToB!

— BocnpsaHeT Torga bor Bo3me3gusi, BEpHETCA Ha 3eMm FPeLUuHyl... —
npoLuenTan nog HocC rocTb.

— YT0? — yameneHHo nepecnpocun boc, HO peakumn Tak n He nocnegosano.

KaxeTcs, OH HauvHan npvBbIKaTb, YTO ABpaun OTBeYaeT TOSMbKO Ha TO, YTO
nocyMTaeT HyXHbiM, 1 ybeauncs B 3TOM B ovepeaHon pa3. YenoBek B YepHOM
NPOu3HEC CTpaHHylo dpasy n bonblue He pearnposar, NOTArMBas apoMaTHbIA AbIM
N ocBellasl CBOe NuLO pasroparwmmMmcs B Yawe tabakom. Tak npogosrmkanoch ele
nonyaca, noka HakoHeL, TpybOka OKOH4YaTenbHO He noracna, a Ha gHe ByTbINKN He
OCTanocb 1 Kanmv BuHa.



— Mos nomoulb HyxHa? — cnpocun Xo3auH balwHu, paccmaTtpuBasa A3blKK
nnamMeHn B KAaMUHe.

— OHa HyxHa 3gecb. Ecnu Bce 310 noneseT ganblle Ha 3anag, MecTHble OyayT
non yrposon.

— Hy, a Tb1?

— MeH$1 OHM He BOSHYIOT.

— X0-X0. [10CTOsIHHbIE CpaXXeHUs paan cpakeHun, 6e3 mbicnen 0 cnaceHHbIx?

ABpaunn NoBepHyn ronosy B CTOPOHY boca 1 BO3MOXHO XOTen YTO-TO OTBETUTD,
HO BMECTO 3TOro CHOBa Npomoriyarsn, a 3aroBopus yke noToMm, CnyCcTsa Kakoe-To BPeEMS.

— Ckopo ctoga npuayT TpuHaguaTble. [1Boe cepoBnacbkix BovHOB. OanH 6e3
rnasa, c noBsi3kon nonepek nuua. BoamoxHo, obpaTtatca Kk Tebe, a MOXeT —
NpPOAOSIKAT COXPAHSATb NHKOTHUTO.

— Pacckasatb UM Bce, Kak ecTb? Mnu HaobopoT, noctapatbCs 3agepxaTtb UX
nogonbLue?

— Pewan cam.

— Xopouwo, — boc notep 3aTbinok. — Koraa BbigBuraellbca?

— He 3Hato. B nobom crniyvae yxe no3gHo.

— YT10-TO HauMHaeTcs, — NoBTOpUN X035snH bawHn. — XoTen Obl 8 3HaTb 4TO,
Tak BeJb He CKaxellb, a?

— MNoxanyn, — Aspaun yopan TpyoKy n megneHHO NOAHASNCHA CO CBOEro MecTa.
— Ypaaun.

Boc xoTen BcTaTtb cneaom, HO Obll OCTAHOBNEH OOHUM €AMHCTBEHHbIM
B3rNs40M, nocre 4vero ynbibHynca u nnoxHynca obpartHo. Yepes kakyk-HMOyab
MUHYTY B BalwHe Gbino Tak e Tuxo, kak n go atoro. OH nogbpocun ewe HeEMHOro
APOB B KAMWH W OCTan U3 3arallHuka BTOpPYyH BYTbINKy ¢ BUHOM. BOT TonbKO, NUTb
ee NpuLnocb B 0ANHOYKY. HegaBHero roctsi u cneg npocTbif, a Apyrie BO BNageHUsax
CTpaxHuKa 0bbIMHO He noaABnsAnUCb. MecCTHble, XOTS M yBaxanu CBOero cocefa, Ho
CMNOBHO YTO-TO NOAO3peBanu 1 npegnoYnTany genatb 3TO usganeka, He nepecekas
HEBMAMMYIO rnasy 4yepTy, 0O03HAYEHHYIO BOKPYr YCTPEeMEeHHOM K Heby KameHHoWn
rpomMaguHbI.

BouH B300XHYN, NpMNOMMHAsN OLLYLEHUS, YTO OXBaTUN ero okono KpacHow
ckanbl. Cepaue 3akonoTUOCb M CXamnocb, Kak ©yaTo OH BHOBb OTMpaBWUIICS Ha
passeaky. OTnuume 3aknoyanocb Nub B TOM, YTO MPUCTYN oOKasasncs ropasgo
cnabee, 1 Ha 3TOT pa3 boc nporHan ero Bcero cumon Bosu.

B aTOT MOMeHT no3aau pasgancs pobkuin cTyk. CTpaxXHUK pe3ko 06epHyncs, HO
Ha nopore CTosina BCEro-To MosnoAas XeHwWmHa, ¢ AAMHHBIMU PYCbIMK BOJSTIOCaMn 1
TPEBOXHbIM BblpaxxeHneM 6onbLunx ronybosatbix rnas.

— WM3BMHW, 4TO OTBMEKalw... — Hayana OHa, MCMNyraHHO OcMaTpuBasicb Mo
CTOpPOHaM.

— YT0-TO Cnyumnocb? — CNOKOMHO NonHTepecoBarncs boc.

BbiTve ryns nmeno gns Hero u gpyrue, He Bcerga Xopolume nocrneacTBUS:
ankorofnb KaTeropuMyeckun OTKasbiBasiCa AEeWCTBOBaTb, a pasyM COXpaHsnca B
nepBUYHON OCTPOTE.

— bepa.

— A NOKOHKpEeTHee. .. — CTPaXXHWK Havyan nogHMMaTbCs, uLla rnasaMmm KimHOK.

— BukTop nponarn.

— Bbicokun, kyapsiBbii C TEMHbIMM BOflocaMn? — yToyHun boc n, nonyyms B
OTBET YTBEPAUTENbHbIN KNBOK, 06aBun: — TBON MyX?

— OH. Ywen B4Yepa BE4YEPOM Ha OXOTY M A0 CUX NOP HE 0OBABUIICA.



— OO6blyHOE Oeno, — CTpaXkHUK noxan nnedamu,. — [ob6poant n BepHeTcs.
Hy, nnn oH HapBancs Ha XULWHMKOB M HE CMOT OT HUX OTOUTLCSA... XKanko, HO 3To 4
TOXE He UCMpaBnio.

— A ecnn Buktop normd ot pyku pasbonHMKoB? ITO e Aeno CTpaxu, Tak? —
He yHMManacbh rocTbsl, He Xernas crnywaTtb onpaBaaHun.

— Tak, ga... — boc BHe3anHO 3amep, CNoBHO 3agymaBlwucb. — [a, geno
CTpaxu. XopoLo, 9 nomory. Pacckaxu, He roBopvn nn OH, Kyaa UMeHHO cobupancs
Ha oxoTy? MoxeT, HanpaBneHue, UnNn, Hanpumep, kakoe-HMbyab N3BECTHOE MECTO?
[la Tl He cTon Ha nopore, NPOxXoaun. XoYellb, BbiNewn, TyT OCTanocb HEMHOro BuHa. A
He HaJo Ha MeHs Tak cMOTpeTb! M B MbICnsiX He Bbino.

— W3BMHKU, — nocnelwumna onpaBaaTbCH XEHLWWUHA, CTynasa BHYTPb U 3a4€M-TO
npukpbiBasi 3a cobon ABepb.

OHa cpgenana HeCKOMbKO LWAaroB B CTOPOHY 3acyeTtmBlierocsa boca. Cnepsa
pobko, a 3aTemM Bce 6onee cBob6oaHO. CTpaKHMK HAKMHYIT HA NSIeYN NMAOTHYH KYPTKY
n 3amep. K Tomy BpeMeHu roctbs Obina coBcem 65m3ko, GykBanbHO Ha pacCTOSAHUK
pykn. BHesanHo ee B3rnsg nepecrtan TPEBOXHO OrMMsiAblBaTb MYXYMHY HanpoTUB.
3paykm cpoKkycmpoBanucb, a Ha nuue 3aocTpunach ynbidka.

Boc ycnen yBepHyTbCS B MOCReAHWA MOMEHT, KOrga BO3HMKLWIMKA GykBanbHO
HWOTKyAa HOX roTtoB 6bin npopesatb ero ropno. Ytobel 3actatb ryns Bpacnnox,
CKOPOCTM Y XeHLWMWHbl xBaTano. OH HaATONMKHYNCA CNMHOM Ha Kpecno, nonpobosan
OTCKOYUTb, HO MOTEPSST paBHOBECME M 3a[epxarica BCEro Ha CcekyHAy, KOTOpOu
oKasanocb AOCTaTOMHO, 4TOObl HE [AfIMHHBLIA  KIMHOK 3aden €My nrevo.
[MoyyBCTBOBAB, YTO Y HEE MONYYMIOCh JOCTaTb CBOK Liefb, XEHLMHA HaKMHynach C
yOBOEHHOM CUOoN 1 9poCTbio. Boc BepTencs kak yropb Ha CKOBOPOAE, HO TO U Aero
nony4yan cranbHble YKyCbl NO TENY U PyKaM.

HakoHeu, korga Hanagasliasi TKHyfa ero B NMLO, CTPaXHWK BbICTaBWUIT NagoHb,
NMO3BOMWM KMMHKY NPOOUTb €e HacKBO3b M KPEMKO CXan PYKY >KEHLUUHbl BMECTe C
pykoaTbto. OHa nonpoboBana AepHyTbCs, BPOCUTL OpyXKue, HO cnpasBa NpMbnmnanncs
Kynak Bboca. OH cMayHO, C XpyCTOM BrevyaTancs el B YencTb M 3acTaBun
BCTPAXHYTbCSA, B TO BPEMS KakK 3axBaT He gan Teny otnerteTtb Hasag. CTpakHUK
yaapun elle pas, a 3aTeM eLle 1 elle, NokKa N1Lo HanasLen Ha cTano npespaLlaTbes
B MECMBO.

Uepe3 HEeCKOmnbKO CeKyHA OHa Morfa fub fexaTb WU CyLOpPOXHO XBaTtaTb
BO34yX, HE B Cunax NoLweBeNnnTb HXU pykaMmu, HU Horamu. Haeuclumi Hag Hen boc, ¢
nepexBavyeHHbIM KUHXaNoM W KPOBbI, COYMBLUENCH W3 MHOFOYMCIIEHHbIX paH
aepxancs ¢ TpygoM. Ero rpyab cunbHO xoguna BBEPX-BHM3, @ NPOTKHYTas nagoHb
cnerka nogparmeana ot 6onu.

— BukTop... HeT B gepeBHe HuKakux BuktopoB 1 Hukorga He 6bino! Kto Tebs
nocnan? OHn, na KpacHon ckanbl?

— Kakas pasHuua... — npoxpunena noBepxeHHas. — A He cnpaBunach.

— Kakas pasHunua?! — B3peBen boc, 3amaxmBasicb 4nsa odepenHoro ygapa. —
Cenvac y3Haewwsb!

— [a, X03aunH B 3aMKe, — >KEHLLMHA NOBEPHyia rofloBy M CMIOHYNa KPOBbHO,
4yTOObI Ta HE MeLLana roBopuTb. — Tbl HE CMOXeELLb HUYero caenatb. MpocTon rynb. ..
Kyna 1e65a noHecno.

— Takonm Xe, Kak U Tbl... — CTPaXHUK onyctun pyky. — OgHoO Ho. A B cBOM
pelueHnax cBoboAEH, a Thbl HeT.

— [1aBHO He en, a BCe X BbhKWM. Xe-xe.

— Mbl 30ecbk He 3aTteM, YToObl 0OMeHMBaTbLCS NMOOE3HOCTAMM, TaK?



— Tak. 3abepu Mot cuny, Bce paBHO OH yObeT MeHsl, Kak TONbKO Y3HaeT O
nposarne.

— lNoyemy TBOW X03AMH NpuKasan Ha MeHs HanacTb?

— Cnuwkom MHoro 3Haewb. Moxewsb npobontaTtbes. Bpems ewe He npuwwino,
noguuKamM paHo... — o4YepeaHon nNneBok, — coobLlaTb O ero nnaHax.

— Kakue elue nnaHbl? — Boc YekaHun Kaxgoe Cnoso, Kak ByaTo Haxoguncs Ha
aonpoce npecTtynHuka. Hu xxanoctu, HU Kakux-nmbo Apyrmx amMouuin B ero rornoce He
ObIf0, HO rnasa CMOTPENN Ha erne XUBYH NOCeTUTENbHULY COBCEM MO-APYromy.

— lymaewsb, OH nocesilwaeT B HMX cnyr? Xe-xe. Het. [1a Tbl 1 cam, kaxeTcs, B
Kypce, KakoBO 3TO OblTb MHCTPYMEHTOM B Aenax Benukux.

— 3Hato. XKanb. IHCTpyMeHTbI ToMaloTCs Yale, Yem Te Xe noau.

Boc npucen pagom n cxBaTun XXeHLWMHY 3a pyky. 1o ero nuuy npoluna cyaopora,
N OH C cunou Bnuncs 3ybamu B ee 3ansdctbe. Mexagy HUMM NOTAHYNUCb KpacHOBAaTO-
YepHble adupHble HUTU. OHM KOMbIXanucb, CIIOBHO NayTUHKa Ha BETPY, BNUTbLIBANUCH
N ncuesanu, 3atarneas cobon paHbl. OgHa 3a gpyron, B TE4EHUM LENON MUHYThI, MOKa
HaKoHeLl, Ha Nosy He ocTanoch Nub 6e3gbixaHHasa cyxas obonoyka, kak 6yaTto Tpyn
HanaBLLEN Nponexan Ha CONHueneke HeCKONbKO MECSLIEB.

CtpaxHuk nogHanca. OH 6bi1 He NoOXoX Ha cebsi, Kasancsa neT Ha AecsaTb
MOJSIOXE WU, K TOMY e, NMOMHOCTbI0 340pOB. Ha ero Tene He ocTtanocb HU €AUHOro
NOBpEXAEHNS, a O paHax HanoMmnHanu NuULb paspesbl Ha OAEXAe U NYCTOM CIou yxe
noacbixaroLwen Kpou. Boc Tskeno BblQOXHYI, CXBATWI Yy4OM HE ynaBLUyt OyTbINKy
1 3arnom OnpoKuHyI ee cebe B rnoTKy. [1o ero nuweBoay TyT Xe npokaTunack Tennas
BOJIHA, HO 06 oNbsiHEHUN MeYTaTb He NPUxoannockb. CTPaXXHUK rPYCTHO YCMEXHYIICS.
Hy>xHO 6bIno n3baeuTbCs OT Tena, YTobbl JepeBEeHCKME HN O YEM HEe nepexnsani.

Ha 3710 ywna 4yactb Houu, a BOT BTOpasd bbina noTpadeHa Ha To, YTOObl N3BreYb
N apceHana opyxue, 3almnTHOE CHapshKeHne N NpoBepUTb NX COCTOAHME. TOMNbKO Nojg,
yTpO, KOrga CKBO3b OTKPbITYHO ABEPb NPOTUCHYIMCb NEPBbIE COMHEYHbIE Nykn, boc
cMmor nos3sonutb cebe cecTtb 0BpaTHO B KPEecrno W cnerka npukpbiTb rnasa,
3aTArMBasiCb cBexe Habuton Tpybkon. Ha ctone cboky OT Hero, psgom C TpeTben
OyTbINKOW nexarn OCTPENLNIN, N30rHYTbIN KIMHOK C 3aKpbITOM YalleobpasHon rapgomn
N CBSI3KA MeTaTellbHbIX HOXEN.

Manbubl CTpaXHWKa HEPBHO MOCTYKMBANM NO NOLMOKOTHWUKY. oe-To BAaneke
3aKykapekan netyx, notom ewe u euwe. K nepHaTbiM NpucoeanHunmcb cobaku.
3axnonanu gsepwu. locnbiwaniCb COHHbIE MYXCKME rofioca M Mbl4aHWEe KOPOBbI.
HeHb BCTYnan B cuny. Jltogn Bo3Bpawanmcb K CBOMM OObIYHbIM fenam, a rae-Tto
Aarneko, Ha O4HOM 13 nocnegHux yyactkoB CeBepHOro Tpakta wen Aspaus, HakMHyB
Ha rosioBy KanwLwoH K onycTtnB nogbopoaok. [1o aBeHaguaton bawHu octanock He
nonro.



XIl

CTpaHHas, rHeTywas TUMWWHA HaBuCNa Hag npeanocnegHUM  y4acTKoM
CesepHoro TpakTa. [Jo [IBeHaguaTton 6aliHm ocTaBanochb kakux-HMbyab nonyaca, v
npupoda BOKPYr OOPOrK CrOBHO 3amepnia. HacTtonbko, YTO nerkue Lwwarm OfHoro
€MHCTBEHHOro YerioBeka rpemenu B Bo3yxe, kak 6yaTo Ha Horax y Hero Obinv He
NpoCTble 3aBbllEHHbIE BOTUHKM Ha LWHYPOBKE, a OTNUTbIE M3 YyryHa canoru. [Jaxe
nTvUbl, U Te CuAenn CMUPHO: He Yupukanu n He LweBenunucb, Habniopas 3a
NpoxogsaWwmm non AepeBbAMU  HE3HAKOMUEM CBOMMW  KPOXOTHbIMW  rnasamu-
OycuHKkamu.

Betep, npauyywmiica no 4vawobam, HEMHOro ocmernen, a ChnycTs MUHYT
NATHaAUaTh Tak M BOBCE pas3oLlesNiCs He Ha LYTKy, pasgysas nosbl YepHOro nnawa
N NbITasiCb CcopBaTb C Nuua ABpauna HaTsHyTy 4O camoro Hoca 6aHgaHy. OH He
pearnposarn U CMOTPen Kyaa-To Bnepen, BO3MOXHO, Ha eABa pasnMyuMbIi TEMHbIN
cunyaT balwHu, B KOTOPOW He ropeno HuM eguHoro orHg. loroga okoHYaTernbHO
nucnopTunacb. TULLIMHA CMeHMNach LYMOM, a elle 4epes3 Kakoe-To BpeMs C Heba
noneTenu nepeble yBecUCTble Kannu goxaa. OgHa 3a Apyron, OHWM Nagann Ha KamHu
TpakTa, CTyyanu o KanwwoHy U oTbuBanu C OepeBbeB MNepBble MNoXenTeslume
NNCTBS.

K noceneHuio oxoTHUK nogowen nopd OGeweHbln peB cTuxun. [oTokn BoAbl
Oypnunu Ha MOCTOBOW, 06PYLUMBANnNCb CO CKaTHbIX KPbIl JOMOB M HECNU C cOBoM
CUMbHbIN NPOMOYEHHBIN 3anax rapu. [Nponas HECKOMNBbKO NepeceKkatroLmXcs YroYek,
ABpaunn He BCTPETUI HMU OL4HOM XXMBOW OYLUKN, 3aTO HEMPUATHBINA, PEXYLUNA OBOHSAHME
cMpag Tornbko yeununcs. N yem ganse — tem 6onee HacbILWeHHbIM OH CTaHOBUICS.

BawHsa 6bina coBceMm psgom, GykBanbHO B COTHE METPOB, HO OEPEBHA He
pearnposana. [loma cMoOTpenu TeMHbIMWU NpoBanaMn OKOH, cCoObaku He nasnv N HK
OMH YenoBeK A0 CUX NOop He nokasarncs, YTobbl NoNto6oNbITCTBOBaTL, KTO e 3abpen
K HAM B CTOJb N03AHUM Yac. KoHeuyHo, oxoTHUK Bce 3Harn. Cam no cebe, 6e3 noackasok
Boca. 3Han o npsyyLwmxca B TEHN Bparax, YTO Cneaunm 3a KaxabiM ero Larom, 3Han,
YTO OHM NOANyCTAT ero 6nmxke, kK camon baluHe, N TONbKO NOTOM HaKUHYTLCS BCEM
CKOMOM, 3Han 1 MHoroe apyroe... A Bce-Taku wen. bes ornagku n coxaneHvin. Begb
Mo CyTu, He BbINo Y HEero MHOro Beibopa, Kpome GECKOHEYHOIO ABUXKXEHUS Brepes.

HakoHeu, ABpann okasasncs Ha ueHTpanbHon nnowaau. [oxab npekpatuncs
TakK >xe BHe3anHo, Kak n Havarncs. Betep CTunx, 1 TONbKo OCTaBLUMECS PYYENKN CTEKANM
no peaknum YepenunyHbiM 1 B6ornee YacTbiM CONTOMEHHbLIM Kpbiwam. Co BCcex CTOPOH
NoYTV OQHOBPEMEHHO MOCIIbILLIANNCH 3BYKN OTKPbIBAKOLLNXCA ABEPEN, CKPUMbI NEeTeNb
N LLOPOX OECATKOB Yenoseyeckmx waroB. OXOTHWK 3agpan rofioBy, OCMOTpeEs nycTble
OKOLLKN-60MHMLUbI BallHn, 1 TonbKo 3aTeM nepesen BHMMaHWe BHU3. oa ero Horamu
paccTunanochb rpsi3Hoe MecnBo 6e3 kaknx-nnmbo crnefoB NPoM3oLlewero paHee, HO
OH eLle A0SIro He Mor oTopBaTb CBOM B30p, abConoTHO He obpallasd BHMMaHUS Ha
NpOUCXOAsLLEE BOKPYT.

Tem BpemeHeMm, K nnowagn CcTArMBarnuCb BCE HOBble W HOBblE CUIbI.
Yenose4veckne cunyaTtbl, C HATAHYTbIMM Ha NULA YXMbINIKAMWU MeLneHHO ABUranucb
B TeHb OT bawHn, BbICTpamBanmncb B KOMOHHbI W MpocTble GecdopMeHHble
obpasoBaHuss. OHM HMKyAQ He Ccnewunu, MNOoCKOMbKy BWOEnu, 4YTO HoBas
npeagnonaraemas >xepTea CMUPHO 3aMepsia Ha MeCTe U NPaKTUYECKM He LLeBeNunach.

3artem Bce cTuxno. Bokpyr ABpaunna cobpanocb HECKOMNBKO MOSYanuBbIX psagos.
BonbLUIMHCTBO M3 CywecTB ObIIO BOOPY)XEHO, HO HEKOTOpPble CTOANN C MNyCTbiMU
pykamu 1 nuib crerka wesenunu nanbuyamm. OXOTHUK NOSHAN B3rnsa4 W, Ka3anoch,



TONbKO Tenepb 3aMeTus OKpyxawLwmx ero cyuwiects. OH MeaneHHO MoBEPHyYIICS,
CKMHYJT KantoLOH W NOrnsiAen Kyaa-To B CTOPOHY.

OTctoaa 661110 3aMeTHO, YTO 60MBbLUIMHCTBO OMOB C NPOTUBOMOMOXHOW CTOPOHbI
AEepeBHN oOKasanucb OBOXOKEHbl M nonypaspyweHbl. OHW-TO, cyass No Bcemy, U
ABNANUCH NPUYMHON CUMNBHOIO 3anaxa rapu, YTo npuHec ¢ cobon goxap. Hekotopbie
HEe MMenu Kpblw, Apyrue OLETUHUIIUCb TEeMHbIMW, XaOTUYHO paccTaBfEHHbIMU
OGpeBHamu, a ObInM U Takne, OT KOTOPbIX OCTannChb NULb KaMeHHble PYHOAAMEHTbI U
3aKOMYEHHbIE NeYMn.

— 3aBopaxuBatolle, He npaBga nnM? — TUWWHY Hapywun OAVH U3
cobpaBLumxcs, aenasi HECKONbKO LLaroB Bnepes.

Ero rnasa o3apunucb SpkMMm cBeTNO-ronybbiM MepuaHueM, 3anofHUBLLUM BCe
NPOCTPaHCTBO MexXay pecHuuamu. U Bce xe, NMuo MyX4YuHbl OCTaNioCb MOSTHOCTLIO
6e3yyacTHbIM U1, Ka3anocb, OMEPTBEBLLMM, KaK ByATO KTO-TO B35/ U HATAHYN Ha cebs
Macky, CO34aHHYI0 13 Apyroro Yenoseka.

— Ha uT0, oOKasbiBaeTcs, CNOCOOHbI noau. [lpusHaTbCA, A NONYyYUn
yOoBOSbCTBME, Habnoaasa 3a cpaxeHneM. Hagetoch, oHM elle ob6baBAaTCA.

ABpaun He ctan obopaymBaTbCsl Ha rOBOPSALLEro, a BMECTO 3TOro nepe.er
B3rNs4 B Kakylo-TO Janekyr TOYKy Ha ceBepo-3anaje.

— [laxxe He Hagencda, — roBopuBLLMI Beceno ycMexHyrnca. — He gymato, 4to
HaM CyXOeHO BCTpeTuTbCs. He To, 4TOObl MHe Xarib, YTO He yAacTCcs Cpa3uTbCs C
OXOTHMKOM, a BCe-Takn MHTepecHo. Hala XnsHb ANUMHHA 1 0gHooBpasHa, 1 XOPOoLUMX
pasBfieyeHnn B HeM KaTeropudeckn He xgaTaeT. [la Tbl U caM BCe NPeKpacHo 3Haellb.

— Y710 X He npuwen croga NMYHo? — cnpocun Aspawrn.

— Tkl He gocTouH! BOT 1 He npuwen.

OXOTHUK MOfYa KMBHYM, NOTSHYB Nanbuamn 3a Kpan 6aHgaHbl. Ha ero rybax
Obina ynbibka. B 9TOT ke MOMEHT rnasa roBopsilero BHe3anHo noTyxnu, a Tonna,
cobpasLliasca Ha nnowaaun, pasomM noganach snepes.

*k%k

— Hosas naptuns!

Kewa cupgena Ha cTtopoxeBown OalleHke, 3afyMyMBO CXBaTUB rybamm KOHYMK
OLHOMN N3 CBOMX KOC, 3aKyTaBLUMCb B cnmnBatoLlytoca ¢ 6peBHaMu TkaHb U Noanepes
nogdopoaok nykomM. TeTusa Obina rotoea, U XoTa BOKPYr BfiacTBOBana HenpornagHas
HOYb, [JeBylIKka CyMena-Takm u4To-TO paccMmoTpeTb. Haxogawwminca psgom
AepeBeHCKUI, CKONbKO He NpuknagbiBas nagoHb KO Nby, a Tak HNYero n He 3ameTun,
HO B CNOCOBOHOCTSIX OXOTHULbI HE COMHeBarcd. Bugena oHa, kak xuwHasa ntuua, u
Bce 006 3TOM 3Hanu.

— YT0, onatb? — otBeTnn CeBep, 3aTArmBasiCb CaMOKPYTKOMN.

OH pacnonaranca Ha HebonbLIOM aBOYKe OKOMO YacTokosia U pasrnsgbisan
yOUBUTENBbHO-YMCTOE 3BE3AHOE HeDO, BbiNyckas B Hero ryctole obnaka geima. Jlmuo
OXOTHWKa Hecno cneabl rnybokon ycTanocTu, Ha CKynax BUOHESTUCb CBEXNE CUHSIKU,
a KncTb bbina 3abvHTOBaHa.

— Korpga ke oHu 3akoH4atcs... [1o3oBuTe, Kak TONbKO BparoB yBuaut Muts, a
He Tbl, Kewa.

— [naBHoe, 4TOObl paHblle He 3aKoH4YMInCb Mbl!l — rpomMornacHo
npoaeknamupoBan Xerap, xfionaga craplero topapuiia no nnevy — A BOT Yero He
novmMy, cugmm TyT yxxe Gonblle Mecsiua, a OHM Tak M Ne3yT No ABOe-Tpoe 3a pas.
[aBHo 6bl HAaKpbLINK AepeBHIO Maccon. Pasee cnpaBunncb 6bl Mbl U MECTHbLIE C LiENON
TONMOoW rynewn, 4To Gbina Toraa y AseHaguaton bawHn?



— Yauensatoch 9 Ha Teba. Bpoae He rnyn, a 3anHTepecoBarncs TONbKo cenyac. ..

— [la kak-To 6bISI0 HeQOCYT, — PbIKEBONOCHIN MMraHT Nockped 3abMHTOBaHHLIN
BUCOK U pacCMeAncs.

— WX x03511H cuneH, — yctano Hadan CeBep, — HO NMOX0oXe, Aaxe eMy He nog
cuny BOAUTb BCeX obpalleHHbIX pa3oM. Yem ganblue oT Hero, TeM criabee KOHTPOrb.
Uem Oonblwe MapuvoHeToK, TemM cnabee koHTponb. Hy, u Tak panee... A
BECKOHTPOSIbHBIE — KOMY OHU HY>XHbI? Pa3bpenyTca KTO Kyaa v Uy nx noTom no
oKkpyre.

— Mor 6bl NONTN BMECTE C ryNsMu. ..

— Ha Hawe cuyacTtbe, He Mor unu He 3axoten. Mbl U C 3TUMKU-TO ene
cnpasnsiemcs. M3 Hawmx He nocTtpagana Tonbko Kewa, a cpegu MecTHbIX NSATepo
TPYNOB... YX nyyuwe Tak. [Nepebbem Bcex N0 0 gHOMY [a ABUHEM MUCKaTb rMaBHOrO.

— Bwuxy! — KpuKHYN HOBbIM rofioc, NpuHagnexasLwmmn Tomy camomy Mute.

— MNMoabem! — paABkHyn Xérapa.

— W3Bepru, — pasganocb oTKyaa-1o cOoky.

N3 HeBonbLlUON CTOPOXKM C OpeBeHYaTbiIMU CTEHAMU U CONTOMEHHOW KpbiLlen
BblLLIa COHHasA Xernbra, akTMBHO pacTupas 3acnaHHble rnasa. [IBepb Tak 1 octanach
OTKPbITON, HO BOMbLUE HUKTO HE NnoKasancs.

CeBep Haxmypwurcs.

— Y10 CBEH? — OKYpOK ynan emy nog Horu u 6bin 6e3xanocTHO pasgasrieH.

— HAypak! Kto 661 Mor nogymatb, a?

— [a yx, BMecCTO TOro, 4Tobbl creyb OT ygapa Bpara, pa3douncsa npu ncnbiTaHnum
UrPYLLKKN, — 3acMesancs Xérapn, NoMoras XXeHe YMbITbCS. — XOPOLLO XOTb HE Noruno.

— Komy kak! — kpukHyna c 6awHn Kewa. — £ BoT Hagesnacs!

OHa yxe nogHaAnacb WM KpyTuna B pyKe CTpeny C OCTPbIM HaKOHEYHWKOM
HEeOObI4YHON POPMBI.

— OcrtaBb cBov ag gons rynen, — CeBep KpyTaHyn nnedyamu, pasMuHas
cycTaBbl. — YT0 X, OTKpbIBanTe BopoTa!l

Pbikne rvraHTbl BblTalWmnn 3acoB W MNOTSAHYNW 3@ CTBOPKW, MOCMe 4ero
HebonbLwon oTpsag BLICTPO NpoWMbIrHYN B none. OcTaBnecss BHYTPU MECTHbIE TyT
e 3aKkpbinu 3a HAMKU npoxogd. TakoB 6bin npukas Muxamna.

bon Bblganca nerde npegbigywero. Hanagawouwme, M3 Tpex BOOPYXKEHHbIX
MY>XXYMH, Apanucb MOfYa N HECKOSbKO 3aTOPMOXEHO, Kak ByATO CIIOMaHHbIe UrPYLLKK,
HUTU K KOTOPbIM HECKOSIbKO MPOBUCAN U HE TaK Pe3Ko pearnpoBanu Ha KOMaHAbl
Kyknosoaa.

Bce ObIno KOHYEeHOo 3a cYMTaHHbIe MUHYTBI. HUKTO He To, YTO He nocTpajan, a
Aaxe He 3anblxancsa, n Kewa ymygpunacb npobutb ogHOMY M3 ryren rnas, xotd
paHblUe HMYyero nofobHOro y Hee He nonyyanocb. BosfibHO yX XOpowo 3TKU TBapu
pearMpoBanu Ha ygapbl U BCerga YKMNOHANUCb, €Cnn BUAENW WUCTOYHWUK Yrpo3bl
3apaHee.

Uepe3s gecATb MWHYT MepTBeuoB 3abpocunv Ha 3apaHee MOAroTOBIIEHHblE
cyxve OpoBa, NonuTble ANs HageXHOCTM MacroM, a 4Yepes3 4yac Ha CTOPOXeBOW
BaleHke cHoBa 6bIno TMXo. JlyyHMUa NoKycbiBana KOHYMUK KOChI, MbITAdACb HE YCHYTb,
a ocTanbHble, Kpome Xenbrm — OTNPaBUIINCE B CTOPOXKY OTAbIXaTb.

Mop yTpo, Koraa TeMHOTa CTana He Takou HenpornsaaHon, ¢ ro-3anaga nogyn
pe3KuiA Cblpon BETEP, NPMHECLUMI ¢ cOBoM NNOoTHbIE Aoxaesble Tyun. Ha Megsexuin
yron obpyLmnnca CUNbHENLLIMA NMBEHb, NPOAOSMPKABLUMNCH KaKMX-TO Mondaca, Ho
YMYOPUBLUMACA 3aTONUTb BCE YNOYKM U NPOPBATbLCS CKBO3b HECKOSIbKO HEe 0co60
KpernKkux CONOMEHHbIX Kpbil WU MOTPEBOXUTb CNALLMX NOA HAMU JIIOAEN.



Korga Henoroga HeMHOro otganunachk, K CTOpoxke sisunmce Muxamn n Casa.
Ob6a 6L XMypbl U YeM-TO HanpsbkeHbl. Cnepea Mon4yanu, U TONbKO NOTOM, Korga
Kewa HakoHel He BblgepXarna u Bblgana oyepefHyl KOMKOCTb, KOMaHaup otpsaa
co3Basn OXOTHWUKOB Ha pasrosop. Bce oHK, n gaxe CBeH ¢ nepeMOTaHHOW rofioBOM
cobpanncb BOKpYr KomaHaupa.

— [ymato, Bbl NOHUMaETE...

— [Nopa BbINe3Tn U3 HOpbl U HANTN BUHOBHOMO B TOM, YTO Cryymnoch B bawHe?
— nepebuna Xenbra.

— Mel Tonbko 3a! [laBHo nopa! — noggepxan xxeHy Xérapa.

— Tak! — cypoBo psaBKHYN Muxaus, B TO BpeMsi, Kak Ha ero nvue nossunacb
ynbibka. — KTo y Hac rnaBHbIN?

— Tbl, — cnokorHo koHcTaTuposan Cesep. — Korga Bbigsuraemca?

— Bort Begb 3apasbl! — Tenepb OH HaTypanbHO 3acMmeanca. — A gyman, 4To
NPSMO CErogHsi, HO HY>KHO NoAoXaaTb, Noka He nognataem CeeHa.

— [a s yxe rotos! Co BYepallHero Be4epa He pBeT!

— Kak HacueTt Hac ¢ CaHgpo? — cnpocun Casa.

— lNocmoTpum, — Muxaunn B3goxHyn. — BblgBuraemca 3aBtpa noyTtpy. A noka
HY>XHO NMOAroTOBUTb MECTHbIX, €CIN 3asiBATCS HOBbIE Y.

*k%*

CTtapoe aepeBAHHOE KOSeco Haexasio Ha BbinMpatroLmnm N3 MOCTOBOW BYITbIKHUK.
[MoBO3Ky, BE4OMYIO TPOWKOM Nowiaen, Kak cnegytoT TPSXHYNO, U CUasLme BHYTPU
nan COHNMBO 3aBopYanu. YTpOo TOSMbKO 3aHMMarnocb, MHOrMe 4o CuxX nop gpemarnu.
Ha BO3HMUY nocbinanuMcb MNPOKNATUSA, HO OH Obln HacTosAWMM NpodeccnoHanom
cBOero gena. Ycnesarn v KypuTb, U NpaBuTb, U pyraTbCs Ha naccaxupos. Ero nososka
Wwna B KONMOHHe nepBol. Bcero ux 6bino 4vetbipe. Mo obe CTOpPOHbI OT CTaporo
LUMPOKOro TpakTa MeasIeHHO MMblAn NAOTHO NPUCTaBrieHHble APYr K Apyry m3dbl u
Aaxe goma n3 kamHs. C MomeHTa Bble3ga n3 CTonuubl NPOLUNO YXXe TPU Heaenu. ..

JTro, 3aKyTaHHbIN B HOBEHbBKMI NriaLy No caMble YW, CNaaKo NOTAHYCA N TYT Xe
3agen gpemnowero psagom PuHa, npudem, ymyapunca cgenatb 3To Tak, 4To coun
cnon3wme Ha Hoc o4yku. OT CTOSMIb XaMCKOro noBedeHusi, lOHOWAa MOMEHTanbHO
NPOCHYJICA N TONKHYN Apyra B OTBET.

— Tbl 4Yero? — BO3MYTUIICA 300POBSIK.

— K710 6bI roBopun! — ocknaduncs PuH.

— 9n, getnwkn! OTctaButb ccopbl! Yero Havyanoco!?

Bopuc cngen, o6nokoTUBLLMCL HA NPOTMBOMOMOXHbIN BOPT Tenern n gyman, a
Korga Hadanacb Henenasi notacoBka Mexay nogpoCcTkaMmu BblHY>KAEeH Obln OTBIeYbLCS
OT CBOMX MbICIIEN, YTOObI Pa3HATb BCMbITMBLUKX.

— Tak OH NepBbINA... — OYKM BEPHYSIUCb Ha CBOE MECTO.

— Tak He cneumanbHo!

— 3aTKHyNnucb oba! — psABKHYN NOTEPSABLUMIA TEPMNEHNE CTapLUWNA.

OT BbIKpUKa BCTPEMEHYIIUCb HE TONMbKO MOAYMHEHHbIE, HO U BCE OCTaslbHble
naccaxupbl Tefneru, yCTaBMBLLUMCb HaA CTPaAHHOroO 340pPOBsiKa C MOTy4YMMKU pykamu U
KIMHKOM B HOXHaX, MOKOSLLMMCS Y HEFO KONEHSX.

— [MNepBbIi, KTO CKaXeT eLLe XOTb CIIOBO — OoTnpaBuTcs 3a 6opTt. Cnywatb ctoga.
Tpsicemcs yxxe TpeTbio Hegent. Bcem CKydHo, y Bcex 6onnT xona OT XXECTKUX LOCOK,
n BCe Mbl Ha B3Boge. BoT Tonbko, Ao uenu ewe 6onbwe nonnytu! Ecnu HavyHem
CNopuUTb 1 pyraTbCsa 13-3a Meno4ven cenyac — 4to dyget notom?



[Mpukas monyaTb HUKTO HE OTMEHSAST, U HApYLLATb €ro HUKTO HE CReLUns1, N0O3TOMY
BOMPOC Tak U NoBuc B Bo3gyxe. EAMHCTBEHHOE, BO3HMLA XOTen 6b1S1I0 BO3MYTUTLCS
HaCYeT XEeCTKMX AO0COK, HO ObICTpO rMsHyB Ha Bopuca, ewe GbicTpee nepegyman u
NUWb Nokpen4ye 3aTAHynCcs €KUM CbIpblM 3arnaxoM He BbICOXLWIEro Kak cregyet
Tabaka.

— lNpaBunbHo. XKona. Y npocTtuTe, 4To Bce 06 ogHOM, — TpuHaauaTbii cnerka
NOLLIEBENUIICA, NMEPEHOCA BEC. — JPUK HE nocnars HUYEro KOHKPETHOro, HO Cyas no
Hamekam — cuTyaumsi natoBasi. IM Hy)kHa NOMOLLb, @ He MeLlaloLmecsa nog Horamu
ocTtosnonbl. Bbl nokasanu cebs oTnNM4YHO, U A B34 Bac ¢ codon 6e3 konedaHui. ..

PebsaTa, n gaxe He BCTynaBLLMi B nepenanky VIHF — gpy>XHO 3aynblbanucek, 4To
BMPOYEM, HUCKONBbKO HE Mellano OocCTalnbHbIM MaccaXupam, KOCUTbCA Ha BCH WX
rpynny ¢ ewe 60nbWMM NOLO3PEHNEM U CTPAXOM.

— A yT0 Tenepb?! A BMXKy nepen cobon Nulb FOPCTKY AETen, KOTOPbIX He
nomeuano 6bl Kak criegyeT BbINopoTb! — pesko npogormkun bopuc. — Tedy!

OH cnnitoHy”n 3a 60pT 1 crnoXun pykn Ha rpyaun. Noxoxe, aeno 6bl He CTONBLKO B
nogpocTKax, CKONbKO B HEM caMOM. BeTepaH TO N HepBHWYan, TO fiM cKy4yarsn, a
MOXET — 3TO MPOMUCXOANII0 C HUM OOHOBPEMEHHO.

Ha kakoe-To Bpemsi B Tenere Bouapunacb MOMnHasi TUWIMHA, U CKPWUM MNS0X0
CMasaHHbIX KOnec cTan NoYTu HeBbIHOCMM. He cnbilHO ObiNo HU NEeHust NTUL, YTO
npaATanucb rae-tTo B AepeBbsiX, HU TUXMX Pa3roBOPOB, YTO PUCKHYNM Obl 3aBeCTU
naccaxwupbl.

B 9TOT MOMEHT BO3HMUA pe3Ko HaTsHysn noBoabs, GecuepeMOHHO TOpMO3s
fnowagky v rpsasHo Bblpyrancs. Ha cepeavmHe gopory nony LWen nosny KOBbUIAn
HEBbLICOKMIN MY)XYMHA B MOPBaHHOM W MUCNA4vykaHHOM ogexae, ¢ 6oCbiMM Horamu u
3aMeTHOW M3garneka KpoBoTouvallen ccaguvHon npamo nonepek nba. OH He cpasy
3amMeTun Tenery, a Korga Bce-Taku yBuaers, gaxe He nonbiTancsa HAYero ckasartb, 6e3
CUIN ONyCKasACb Ha KOJEHM.

— [lepxuck, 06begem! — KpUKHyI BO3HMLA, COOMPAACh CTEraHyTb XUBOTUHY.

— Kyga? — WIHr y>ke BCKOYMN CO CBOEro MecTa 1 nepeseLlumBarncs no npaByko
PYKy OT NpaBsLEero My4mHbl. — EMy HykHa nomoLub!

— Kakas nomouwb, napeHb? He 3Haewb, kak nocTtynawT 6aHauTbl, YTOObI
npuTopMO3nTb Tenery? BoT nmeHHO Tak! BbinyckaloT Ha 4OpOry NpuUMaHKky, a Kkorga
BCe paccnabnaiTcd, HaBanuealTCs rypbOon 13 KyCTOB U PEXYT BCEM KOLLENbKM. ..
a-To M FNOTKK, ECNKN HE NOBE3ET...

— CT1omn, Komy roopaT! — MoLHasa pyka bopuca nerka My>xnmyky Ha nne4vo. —
C 10601 cTONMYHas ctpaxa. Ccatbca byaellb NOTOM, @ Mbl BCE e NOMOXEM.

WHr n JTio wycTpo nepenpbirHynn Yepes 6opTa 1 O6bICTPO NnogTawmnmn ynasLwero
K Tenere. OH 6bIn Xy, nobuT, 1 Ha ero noabopoke ceucana NULLHAS KoXa, Korga-To
obneratowas Xxuposble 3anachkl. [1ogpoCTKM crnerka NPUNOLHANN N3MOXAEHHOE TENO,
a bopuc nerko nepeHec ero B ky3oB. Hu 6aHOUTOB, HU CTpen M3 KyCTOB TaK U He
cnyyunock. BosHuua 6bin cBoboaeH 1 pesko cteraHyn Kobbiny no CnuHe.

TpoHynuce.

— Cnacubo, apysbsi, — npobopmoTan cnaceHHbli. — MeHs 30ByT Puyapg.
NcTopuk, K Bawmm ycnyram.

My>4nHa 3akalunancs.

— Orpabwunu, nuwunm BeLlen n nodbunn. Ho HM4Yero, Kak-HUKaKk XXnBown. 340poBo,
— CWN Y HEero NpakTUYeCKn He oCcTanocb, HO TapaTtopun Puyapg 6e3 ocTaHOBKM, Kak
O6yaTo ero eanHcTBEHHOM Npobnemon Obina HexBaTka obieHns. — OR, a Bbl MOXOXM
Ha opHoro moero gobporo npusaTensa. Toxe TakoWm 3aragodvHbli M B Nnawle.
Bctpetunuck ¢ HUM B noxoxen Tenere... Korga e 310 6bIno... XM™...



Moka oH rosopun, bopuc nogaepxmean 6egonary nog ronosy, a BOT OCTallbHbIE
TpuHaguaTble Kak-TO NPUTUXIIN.

— [a, He nomHI0. Buaatb XopoLo NpunoXunm, — UCTOPUK NOTAHYIICA PYKOW K
rosioBe n 3acmesnica. — Y Hero ewe 6bin wpam, npsiMo Ha nepeHocule... Fosopun,
4yTO cobupaeTcsa kK ABeHaguaTon bawHe, npamo Kak s... inu He rosopun. He nomHio.
A Kyga egete Bbl?

Pebsata pazom nepernsiHynucb, He 3Hasi, ynol6atbCs UM U XMYpPUTBCS.

Cnacunbo, 4To ckayanu moto KHury. Hagetocb, Bam NOHpaBWIoCh. Tak e
OHa onybnukosaHa Ha JIntPec, n a 6yagy oyeHb npusHaTeneH Bam, ecnv
Bbl OCTaBuUTe TYT CBOW OT3bIB: https://www.litres.ru/book/ivan-sergeevich-
vedeneev/dolgaya-doroga-na-sever-70087333/
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